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“Hemuor and Shame™(H /%) construcgons of social reality ase hallmarks of mibally amgarized sncieties based on
kinship and affiliation status. Uiually within this comstmct, women and girls are considered less important
than males, are to be poverned by thetr mole L-'a.mi.]:,- miembers, and vadance from social codes of female
ennduct elieits vialence in the name of family “honor™. Muslm-mnjority counimes are noted for feis H/S
cndes of soclal organizaton, Often this is attdboted 1o the meligon of 1stam, but histoneal smdees showr that
H/5 sncsenes preceded Islam, and that esdy forns of Tudaism aod Chestianity shared the same appreoach o
eegualation of female lives. Mestmodem bslanue colnores developed without a seeular “enhghtenment™ or
thcustsal revolunons. Those histodeal developments paved the way (ne more diversity in civil society in the
et {_euiu{':uﬁnﬂ, n middle class, worle n'[l-'rmr.h:ln'l-i'l-r.u, 111:Il'l."|:l.|.1.l:l:nl:']ﬁ:_ ariil O EEHITIERE Effraprement i
development), Under colonialism, the advancement of women’s righis was ollen viewed as a pemeious
cnlonizl ‘winlaton’ visited upon cotguered coumiries, so tual ratler than beimg embraced a5 0 unuversal good,
it o g form of Westermiznizon” i be ressted as anothee foom of colondal croion c:fj.-l.'ndig-:-nmﬁ values annd

cufmore
In H/S societies, It s important to note thar

mest homor crimes apainst women take place within the family contest, where social tboos against outside
interveniion remaim strong in mast societes. Many dmes, such viokenee is not recopnized a8 crminal, bt
comsidered private, reasonable amd customary, aod do oo need of seform.

~there &= very hitle possibilisy of soy kind of viable alternate life path for lemales cusside the family context:
no place w non, hide work. Aoiinzh or chonse nlife of ber own. bMothers are often mooe likely fourpe
conformity thon challenege 1= a torm of protecoon for ther dauphrens.

-mothers, often the wictims of harsh realemint themselves, have often been deprived ol full psychologieal
apency thriugh the mechanams of child marriage. They often becorse full, if not willing, partcipants mn the
violent remabinoon spainst thelr dauphiess 1or mimetons gmmst me HY 5 code of the fl.'lIIJj:ir

Practioes, however, are changsing.

Thanks mo the dreless effores of femmist activise and jussis, thealogians; law enforcernent, mecical
professiorals, development sgeoces, sod wirldwide solidanty, the ready acceptance of ‘ertmes of hono
apaiast women, is slowly shifiing. The so-called “honor laling™ has, in the terms of Hurmm Rehis, now been
clazsified as # ‘non-judicd] summary execution’ and §s tecopnized as a human rghis abuse which must be
teported, investgated and pordshel. Tike FGM and chid inasrisge. maintenance of fermale codes of sexunl
pradiy Ueooph violence are becaming less and less acceptable tn some societes. Why? Hewr

Mothers and parle who are the beneGoates of greater levels of ednearion are the show aave thit is emodimg the
endlees shore of wiolence gpminst womes wnd s, Artindes change when there are more sconomic
opporunities, such thal the dawihier hecomes a valahle member for more than just ber ability to advance
Farniky eritus throwgh martiape sod cconomic benefies that atrend it For example; in Bangladesh where

WOTACH 2e now entering mbo woek simbiones oulsde the beae, the notion of ‘pundah’ or sequestruiion of




wimen and extreme veiling, has begun to b+ reinterpreted by mothers and dawghiters, where the daoghiters
werrk outside the home. Now ‘purdah’ becomes an nnes atgtude of modesty and fpght conductout 1 the
wadd, rather than the Leeal need 1o remain mside the hume, A “nice’ piel mmy work and have @ prowl
maother, if the requirements of modesty are being met i 3 way thil malees sense 1n e new onomic
stematinn i which the family s itself

We can also sec ia vadous communitis thatwhen disasters strike, honor and shame go our the window as
Farmily groups cope. Some exsmiples of this wonld be the sudden peed 10 flee, & trggc death cresting a young
eddow now cotmidered “bad luel’, an‘armest, kideapping of daophters o their disapprarznce o$ was captives.
[he sitnple reabities of u slave or migrant family beingr sold apsrt and daoghters freced to fnd new “Booonal’
parents or foster homes creates e condiions lor change. Tn such cases, mothers and daughices fnd
thetnselves withoat any possibility ol ‘tespectability’, according o the old stundards of famdly honoz, They
st step outside the culture boads of the fly m eeject their suppoted ‘sl m cieate o new sense of
themselves, Lo these cascs, the mother, o LEEti'iI"t'r."lH-ll-ﬂE!Ill!d mother o mentor becoines & rich souroe af
power to survive, sesist, and floudsh, mither than an etifrcer of vivlence on the daughrer's body, The
dawyrhiter, can become insicad the ‘poide and joy’ of the munhis, ather than the open secrer of & *bad
danphter’ (widow, tape survivor, reraened captive, paroled posone) that brands bir mother a5 a Giled
protector of ther family’s honor Mothers who sacrifice o e Hicis dauphters escape the destiny of vielence
aow tike pride o e Survivor dawghtes. A bond of mutual joy replaces the teagsc fate of being borm woman.

These tendrils of hope show the meredible strength of mesthers 2nd davghters o tansform the worst af
cirrumstanees inte 2 eadical movement thite o aew space of coopention, understanding and martnal sopport.
I'here are real lved stores af this Female Rebirth: mothers wh envision o life for their danghters that realiy
might sumass the nesmcnons and beartbreak thar they knew; daughtess who flonnosh and jusily theis
uithcts” passage into the urknown. In such ways, revolaions bega, and periiar prosper;

Biliiugtaghy
Abareel, 1= [1992) Womren and Genasr fn Inlem, London: Yale University Press
Chesler P, (2010) *“Workdwule Trends in Honer Killings™. Maale Dt Chesrery 17, 20 3-11.

Hayes, B., Fredich, T., Chemuak, 5. (2016), “An Hxplomatory Study ol Hoooe Comes in the [Tritted Statis™,
_Ii"l.rirn'u." ".'."-F“m',fn’ [Fdudeeee 31:303-21 4.

Famtmars, O3, el (20040) The Or aw: an Bsgcdapedia. London: Routledge

Muen, P, Ercksen, M A Dempster-MeClain, T2, (1997 “Thets mothes's dangheeess The interpenctational
transmission of peader attnsdes in o world of chanpng robes™, Jowrmea) of Marriuge and Fasily 39, 2 281-03.
Marcsse, T (2013) “Pride and Jor Afmean Amepcsn Mothers” Influences on Ther Professiomn] Thugdbers’
Success. W, Genger & Clarr 20, 1-2: 10570

Standish, K. 20047 “Understanding colural violeace snd gender: hanowr killings; dowry murder; the $309
ardinance and blood-feads.™ Jourmal of Coendler Yovoler 23,  111-124.

Wadud, A, (1499) Swr'an and woman; Hereading the seored T from @ sweman s perpecie. Now Yorke Cxford
University:



