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PREFACE

Caraole K. Fontaine, VP, Women United Against Fundamentalism (L Intégrisme) and for
Equality {WAFE])

This report explores the role of UNSCR 1325 in establishing a constructive, threat-free
atmosphere among lranian political exiles, the women of the PMOL, living in Ashral, Irag
since 1986, Due to a campalgn of relentless disinformation by Tehran, this legitimate
opposition group opposing theocratic dictatorship was declared to be terrorists and
hecame military targets during the invasion of Irag by the United States and coalition
forces in 2003. Their bases were bombed hased on false intelligence from Tehran, and
subsequently, the citizens of Camp were disarmed by Multi-National Forces in lrag who
established a military base there (Camp Grizely) in 2003, After thorough investigation of
all of the members of the group, the US Military concluded that no member had ever been
involved in any act of terrorism, and the US government and United Nations granted all
members of the PMOT full legal guarantees of safety as Protected Persons under the Fourth
Geneva Convention. The right to full protections for the dignity and rights of women—a key
value in UNSCR 1325—was spelled out to the members of the Camp by US Military
leadership. Since the PMOI had made gender 2 critical component of their platform for
democratic elections in Iran by blending critical feminist theory with a progressive version
of I1slam, women had been deliberately groomed and promaoted, taking high positions of
leadership in every aspect of the group's life and mission. Before transfer to [ragi
savereignty in 2009, these women—formerly combatants in a nagional movement—turned
to their legacy of non-violent, political origins to formulate a new way of reaching out
world-wide; to their sisters inside Tran, to women in Iragg newly threatened with a
lessening of their rights for religious reasons, and to women throughout the world. This

was only passible in the presence of the guarantees and monitoring provided by UNSCR




1325, This is a story of their new role as peacemaleers and political change agents, and is

told through the voices of the women members, and their supporters from wamen's NGO's,

THE ORIGIN OF THE MOVEMENT

Jila Kozerounian, President, Women's Forum against Fundamentalism in frun

The People’s Mojahedin Organization of Iran (PMOI) was established in 1965 by three
university students. Their ideclogy is based on a progressive interpretation of Islam. The
Mojahedin believe in the establishment of a secular republic and have never propagated an
ideological government. Formed in opposition to the Shah's tyranny and despotic
government, the organization originally attracted young educated men and women who

were searching for a venue to replace the dictatorial government ruling their country,

In the early 1970s, the Shah's secret police performed & major crack down on the
Muojahedin and other opposition groups. As a result, almaost all of the leadership of the
organization, including its founders, was executed. The majority of its members were

Imprisoned and they were left with little organizational structure.

In the 1960's to the early 1970's women mainly played a suppart role in the PMOL With all
of the restrictions and tahoos imposed on them by society, women had been prevented
from joining in full time and active participation in the opposition orpanizations. One of the
first women who joined the Mojahedin was Fatemeh Amini. She was a graduate of Mashhad
University and joined the movementin 1970, Fatemeh becamea main contact of the
Muojahedin network and the imprisoned leaders of the organization. She was eventually
arrested and imprisoned in the notorious Evin prison, where she was extensively tortured
for a confession by the Shah's SAVAK and became paralyzed as a result, She later died
under torture,!

In 1971 and 1972, following the arrest and execution of PMOT members, some of the
maothers, sisters and women sympathizers organized demonstrations in different cities in
Iran. The early restrictive cultural situation yielded to full scale participation of women in
all aspects ol political lite within the PMOL The organization, in an effort to implement

‘positive discrimination” after the implementation of misogynist policies of the mullahs




againstwomen, [rained women to increase their capabilities to take leadership reles. This

was a deliberate statement against the propaganda about women's inferiority that was

being issued hy the regime in Tehran.

Une of the most prominent women in the movement was Ashrafl Rabi'i (Rajavi). She was a
Physics student at Sharif University when she joined the organization in 1970, Ashraf
traveled to different cities and set up Mojahedin netwaorks. Her first hushand was arrested
and executed by the Shah's reglme but she cleverly escaped arrest many fimes. Ashraf was
finally arrested in (Jasvin and taken to Evin prison where she underwent severe torture.
Her nose was broken and her eardrum permanently damaged, She remained in prison until
February of 1979, when she was freed just before the revolution when the prisons were
taken over by the people.? She eventually was killed by the fundamentalist regime’s forces
in an attack in February of 1981. The revolutionary guards took her two vear old son
hostage. He was shown on National TV that night held by “the butcher of Evin Prison”,
Lajevardi. Eventually, Ashraf's sacrifice for democracy gave her name to the PMOI's maln

refugee base just over the border in the Diyvala province of frag.

In 1979, Monarchy was eventually brought down in lran after 2500 years. Millions of
Iranian people demonstrated in the streets, filled with the intention of bringing democracy
and freedom to their homeland, Soon after the fall of the Shah, these hopes were shattered
and this time a fundamentalist religious dictatorship was established based on absolute

rule of religious jurisprudence {Velayat-e Fagih).

Misogyny is a pillar of Islamic fundamentalist ideology in Iran, and the [irst and foremost
victims of Khomeini's dictatorship were women, Women are considered to be second-class
citizens who must be submissive to their male counterparts, and violence against women is
institutionalized within the laws of the ruling regime in Iran. Less than a month after the
revolution, Khomeinl ordered the observance of dress code for [ranian women, The
Mojahedin was one of the first organizations to oppose the mandatory dress code, On
March 11, 1979, the PMOI issued a statement that said; "Any use of force to impose any sort

of veil or dress code on the women of this country..is irrational and unacceptable. Dur




revolution cannot accept any second thoughts on or denial of Iranian women's complete

judicial, legal, palitical and social rights.”

In his final report on Janvary 2, 1992, to the U.N. Commission on Human Rights, Reynaldo
Galindo Pohl, the Special Representative on the situation of human rights in Iran wrote;
“.the Prosecutor General, Abolfazl Musavi Tabrizi, said that 'an}rnn:‘. who rejects the

principle of the hijab (dress code) Is an apostate and the punishment for an apostate under

Islamic law is death,"?

As stated in Betjing, at the Fourth World Conference on Women, this is in direct
contradiction of international Human Rights law: “violence against women is an obstacle to
the achievement uf objectives of equality, development and peace, Violence against women
both viclates and impairs or nullifies the enjovment by women of thelr universal human
rights and fundamental freedoms.™

As the attack by the regime’s forces on the limitation of peoples’ freedoms expanded, the
Mojahedin started on their journey to a non-violent struggle in defense of human rights and
women's rights. Their ideology and progressive positions attracted millions of people,
young and old, Tens of thousands usually gathered to listen to the PMOT leader Massoud
Rajavl’s leachings and speeches. At the same time, Khomeini's regime started a severe
crack down on anyone advocating freedom and democracy. They especially feared the
Mojahedin and their attractive goals for genuine democracy. The price paid by Iranjan
women was obviously much higher: They were attacked by reactionary thugs, beaten,

insulted and arrested, whether they were Mojahedin or not.

Though they were constantly attacked, their basic rights violated and suppressed, the
Maojahedin refrained from any violent resistance against the regime and its suppressive
forces. During these early vears, they published their newspaper, distributed their
literature and arranged peaceful gatherings and speeches. They also tried to take part in
the political system and run for office. All of their efforts were violently undermined by the

government.




On 27 April 1481, Mojahedin women organized a big demonstration, 150,000 peopls
strong, in Tehran to oppoese the increasing brutalities and crack down on freedoms. This
demonstration was their first full scale protest against the regime.

On 20 June of that same year, the Mojahedin organized another hig protest against the
clerical regime in Tehran. More than 500,000 people attended the peaceful demonstration.
Khomeini issued an edict to stop the protestors who were emerging on the streets, headed
toward the Parliament. The revalutionary guards and Basij militia attacked the
demonstration with weapons. Anyone arrested in that demonstration was imprisoned and

later executed,

Time Moguzine published an article on & July 1981, titled: 'tran: Terror in the Name of God'.
The article offered a glimpse into the horror of what happenad in the days following the
protest.
"Their crime was that they had demonstrated against the dismissal of Banisadr from
his post as President of the nation. The Islamic judge who sentenced them—
Ayatullah Mohammadi Gilani—did not even know who they were, The twelve girls,
the oldest 18, the others under 16, refused to iden tify themselves in court, When
Gilani asked their names, each in turn replied, ‘Mujahed’ (Crusader). To the question
‘Child of?" each replied, "The people of Iran.' Gilani solved the problem of [dentifving
the girls by having them photographed. Then he consigned them to the firing squad.
Islamic guards led the dozen girls to the courtyard of Evin Prison in Tehran. The
oldest was clad In a Nowing black chador, the traditional Muslim veil. The others
wore dark head scarves. As the guards began to blindfold them, the girls started
chanting, ‘Death to fascism! Death to Khomeinil'
In answer, the guards and prison attendants watching the spectacle began their own
chant of "Allahu Akbar!' [God is great), Then the rifles reared,
Three days later, the clergy-controlled newspaper Ettela ‘ot printed the girls'
pictures with a terse message asking the parents to call for the bodles.
The parents should bring, the paper said, "hirth certificates bearing their [the girls]

pictures.” At a press conference Gilani defended the trials and executions of the girls.




'By the Islamic canon,’ he said, "a nine-year-old girl is mature. So there is no

difference for us between a nine-year-old girl and a 40-vear-old man."™5

Women political prisoners have been special victims of the misogynist regime of the
mullahs. The most inhumane and savage tortures have been applied to the women wha
have stood up to their tyranny. One method of torture was the shooting of a single bullet
into a woman's womb and letting her bleed to death. Hundreds of pregnant women were
executed in this way, such as: Azar Reza'l, Masoumeh Qajar-azodanloo, Zahra Nozari,
Parvin Mostefi, Nayyereh Khosravi, etc, According to a religious decree, virgin women are
raped in the prisuns the night before their execution. The reasoning is that if they die
virgin, they will end up in heaven! Stoning to death is also another savage punishment for
the so called allegation of adultery. Wemien are buried up to thelr necks so that they cannot
escape and exposed to this extremely hideous action, which also brutalizes onlookers and

participants, hence creating further social repression.

Ina 3 February 1984 TV sermon, Khomeini stated: "Killing is a form of mercy because it
rectifies the person. Sometimes a person cannet be reformed unless he is cut up and

burnt..you must kill, burn and lock up those in opposition."?

After the attacks on the peaceful demonstration of the unarmed civillans and the
outrageous escalation of arrests and execution, the regime basically had closed all the
peaceful avenues of expression and protest. Anyone who dired to even express the
slightest hint of dissent was arrested, tortured and executed. Khomeini started a relentless

reign of terror which continues to this dav,

At that point, the Mojahedin had exhausted all of the peaceful and legal options and had
completely refrained from violent retaliation. The 20 June 1981 demonstration marked an
historic turning point Following that, the PMOI was left with two options: Either surrendsr
ta the Islamic Fundamentalist forces and forget about demaocracey and freedom in their
homeland, or resist the tyrannical rule and terror of the regime. They chose the second

option.




Women, as the primary victims of this unjust violence stood up and defended themselves,

and took responsibility within their organized resistance movement.

This move is not without precedent in the history of the struggle for Human Rights, As
stated in the preamble to the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights:
"Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last resort, to
rebellion against Lyranny and oppression, that human rights should be protected by the

rule of law.”7

The International Committee of the Red Cross's commentary an Article 3 of the First
Leneva Convention refers to discussions at the Diplomatic Conference of Geneva to ratify
the Conventions in 1949: "It sometimes happens In a civil war that those who are regarded
as rebels are in actual fact patriots struggling for the independence and dignity of their
country... It was not possible to talk of ‘terrorism’, ‘anarchy’. or ‘disorders’ in the case of rebels

who complicd with humanitorian principles,™

The Catholie Church, which in general opposes the use of violence, has alsa recognized this
right to resist. A document, 'Instruction Libertotis conscientio on Christian Freedom and

Liheration,” made public by the Vatican in 1986, states: "Armed struggle is the last resort to
end blatant and prolonged oppression which has seriously violated the fundamental rights

of individuals and has dangerously damaged the general inlerests of a country.”

THE EXODUS TO IRAQ: WHEN PEACEFUL PROTEST FAILS

In 1984, the Mojahedin relocated to Iraq and set up bases near the border with Iran. This
happened [ollowing the expulsion of their leader Massoud Rajavi from France - a token of
good will by the French to appease the Iranian regime. Desire for Iranian oil deals was the

critical impulse for this act. lraq was the only country that accepted Mojahedin refugees.

The PMUOI's armed struggle was never aimed at civilians of any nations: they always
targeted the suppressive organs of the regime and those who were directly involved in
torture and execution of the innocent peoplel” However, in 1997, after the so-called

‘moderate’, Mohammad Khataml became the President in Iran, the PMO] was placed on the
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United States’ Foreign Terrovist Organizations (FTO) list by the Clinton Administration. A
sentor Clinton administration official told the Las Angeles Times at the time that “The
inclusion of the People's Mujahedin was Intended as a goodwill gesture to Tehran and its
newly elected president, Mohammed Khatami." In the wake of the United States’
pronouncement, Great Britain and the European Union followed suit and placed the PMOI
on their designated terrorist lists to appease the Mullah's regime in Iran. Instead of
encouraging any moderation within the regime, the policy of appeasement of the Western

governments brought the most reactionary and fundamentalist forces to power, 1!

Though their armed resistance was entirely justified (and only adopted when all other
means of resistance became impossible), in 2001 the PMOT put down their arms and began
another round of political campaigns.

In March 2003, the United States attacked Iraq in search of terrorists connected to the
planning of September 11, 2001 attacks. PMOI bases were also hombed at the hehest of the
Iranian regime, and in 2003, the MNF-1 signed a formal treaty of disarmament and agreed

officially to protect members of the PMOIL under the Fourth Geneva Convention.

VOICES FROM THE DESERT

Esmat Kargar Zadeh, President, Secretariat of PMOI, In Charge of Women's Qutreach
Ashraf: City of Solidarity, supported by millions of Iragis

The transformation from barren desert in 1986 to a self-contained, full-functioning town
known to Iragis as "Meding Ashraf” ("City of Refuge”) during war and occupation since
2003 is a restimony o its residents’ passionate commitment to Human Rights and

demaocratic change.

Change in [rag’s sovereignty in 2003 brought new and widespresd changes in the political
and social relations between the People’s Mojahedin Organization of Iran (PMOI) and Irag's
society. The Iranian regime, frustrated due to the failure of bombings against PMOI bases,

began hostile measures against the Mojahedin residence in Iraq, In reaction, the people of




Diyala Province immediately protested, announting their support for the PMOI, with
Baghdad and nther provinces following.

The people of Irag have named Ashraf the "City of Solidarity”, and its visitors consisted of
men and women, Shiites and Sunnis, Christians and other religious minorities, Arabs,
Kurds, Turks, and Turkemans, tribal shelkhs and docters and specialists, university
professors and students, writers, artists, athletes and other social sectors of Irag. Among all

of these, what catches one's eye the most Is the vast presence of Iragi women in Ashrafas a

one-of-a-kind exception.

Blockade and pressures imposed on Ashral

The religious-terrorist fascism ruling Iran has converted Irag to its frontline of hattle
against the international community and its first launchpad to establishing a religious
empire in the region. Due to the fact that Iragis describe Ashraf as the strongest barrier
against the Iranian regime in Iraq, the mullshs have concentrated their pressures and
conspiracies against Ashraf, The clerical regime {5 using every means possible to annihilate
the camp, undertaking all measures to pressurize and execute any form of conspiracy,
These initiatives include an all-out ban on logistics, terrorist attacks, vast political
propaganda, and even the misuse of family relations against their own loved ones in Ashraf
These measures go as far as pressuring, torturing and Issuing death sentences to Ashraf

residents’ family members living inside Iran under the clerical regime's rule.

From the first day of its existence, due to its fear of the effects of freedom and democracy
within Iran, the mullahs' regime has resorted to suppressing the Iranian people, especially
women, By waging war and supporting international terrorism, the clerical regime has
announced the establishment of an authoritarian empire under the name of 1slam as its
main objective. However, due to the existence of a popular and organized opposition, the
mullahs are being rapidly isolated in lran’s society, Today, over 90% of the lranian
population is calling for a regime change, Women—especially those supporting the Iranfan
Resistance-—nave played an active role face-to-fdce against the Iranian regime from L8 very
beginning, facing extreme tortures and assaults on female dignity. In such an atmosphers,

Iranian women who stand in opposition Lo these acts of violence play the most engaged




rale in the resistance against this anti-humane and misogynous regime. This reality has
lead to the membership of many Iranian women in the nationwide resistance movement,
joining the Iranian Resistance at its main base in Irag. Currently, one thousand women
members of the PMOI are present in Camp Ashraf, many of them former prisoners in Iran.
Many have been educated in the United States and Europe. Today, the lives and dignity of
these women are threatened by the [ranian regime’s proxies in Irag,

The Iranian regime, seeing the Iranian Resistance as its main threat, has always been in the
pursuit of striking the PMOI at any oppertunity, and since 2003 has resorted to every
possible means to force Ashraf to succumb. During that same time Iragis have turned out to
support the residents of Ashraf, Also, the support of 5 million and 200 thousand Iraqis in
2006, and 300 thousand Shiites in southern Iraq in 2007 shaped a strong social movement
in solidarity with the Iranian Resistance, and 700 thousand Iragi women signed a
declaration anmouncing their support for the PMOI, establishing an organized resistance of

[ragi women against the Iranian regime's meddling in their country.

Before the 2003 US-led war against Iraq, the Iranian Resistance had announced its
neutrality. Yet the lranian regime, through arranged conspiracies and propaganda against
the [ranian Resistance, prepared the grounds for Coalition Forces' attacks on the PMOT To
fully accomplish this ominous goal, the Tranian regime simultaneously prepared measures
for military strikes and psychological warfare against the Iranian Resistance,

As a result, with the beginning of the US-led invasion of Irag, although the PMOI had not
even fired one bullet, all of the PMO! bases were bombarded by Coalition Forces. In these
attacks dozens of PMOI members, including 4 women, were martyred and many others
were injured. On 15 April 2003, a local ceasefire agreement was signed between US and
National Liberation Army of Iran (NLA) forces, agreeing that the PMO] and the NLA would
be stationed in self controlled locations with their weapoens. On 10 May 2003, the PMOI and
NLA were disarmed by US forces and the PMOI handed over all their weapons to them,
leading to the restriction of all PMOI members to Camp Ashral. In exchange, the US forces
guaranteed the protection of Camp Ashraf. Following these events, during a 16-month
period, all Camp Ashraf residents were screened one by one by nine US agencies.

Mtimately, the US government recognized the status of Camp Ashraf residents as




protected persons’ under the Fourth Geneva Convention, Subsequently, each Camp Ashraf
resident signed an agreement in July 2004 with a US forces delegate, condemning
"vielence” and “participation in or support of terrorism” and also emphasized that “they
have handed over all weapons and military equipment under their control”, This
agreement also specifies that that persen, until the determination stage of "choices of
proper states” for each individual, "will stay in Ashral under the protection of MNF-1
forces”. Unfortunately, since the end of 2008, the US has not lived up to its share of the
bilateral agreement to guarantee the protection of Ashraf resident in accordance with US

obligations under international laws.

Throughout the past seven years, the PMO] have always had a close relationship with the
people of Irag. Women and children, especially, from cities throughout Irayg visited Ashraf
and its residents, During this period the women of Ashraf have had close cooperation with
iragl women and their organizations. They have organized and held many joint gatherings
and meetings aiming to raise the awareness of the Iragi women regarding their rights and
to seek solutions for their problems, Between 2003-09, the women of Ashraf organized and
hoested over 40 meetings with [ragi women's groups (NGO's) on a variety of peace-making
and solidarity topics, with between 100-500 women In attendance at each event, This good

work was terminated when Ashraf was transferred to Iragl control.

SECURITY TRANSITION TO IRAQI FORCES: 1325 Missing in Acton

On 28 December 2008, the US embassy in Baghdad [ssued a statement announcing that
“the responsibility for security of Camp Ashraf and its residents will be turned over from
coalition forees to the government of Irag on 1 January 20097,

It was as a result of this agreement that on 20 February 2009 "Camp Ashraf witnessed a
full-fledged handover of respomsibility to Iragi forces”, From that point on, the
responsibility for the treatment of Camp Ashraf residents has been in the hands of the lragi
government According to a press release from the US Embassy in Baghdad dated 28
December 2008, the Iragi government has guaranteed that its treatment of the residents of

Camp Ashraf will be pursuant to not only Iragi law, but also International laws.
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Cooperation of Camp Ashraf residents

Over a period of one year (from August 2008 to 28 July 2009], the restdents of Camp
Ashraf, giving respect to Iraq's sovereignty, and considering international warnings,
including one from the International Committee of jurists, engaged and negotiated with
iraqi officials, showing incredible flexibility. The residents of Camp Ashral have fully
conperated with the Iragi forces and even provided facilities for them, It s important to

note that, since women hold leadership positions, they were partner to these proceedings,

Iraqgi forces’ attack on Ashraf

In a meeting with the President of [raq on 8 February 2008, Khamenei—the Supreme
Leader of the mullahs’ regime—emphasized a bilateral agreement that had been made
between the [ranian regime and the [raqi government regarding the expulsion of the PMOI
from Irag. Unfortunately, the result of the security transition and the résponse to all of the
PMOI's cooperaticn was the attack and killing of Camp Ashraf residents by the hands of
Iragi forces on 28 and 29 July 2009 under the pretext of establishing a police station in the
camp and enforcing Iragi sovereignty, As a result, 11 unarmed and innocent residents of
Lamp Ashrafwere Killed, 500 injured, 1,000 beaten and 36 Ashrafresidents were taken
hostage for 72 davs. Additionally, over 2.5 million dollars' worth of damage was brought to
the Camp.

During these attacks, the women of Ashraf were threatened numerous times with murder
and rape by the Iragi offensive forces, in testimony recorded elsewhere.’ The vicious
behavior of the Iragi forces on 28 and 29 July is evidence to the perilous status of the
women in Ashraf. Their complaints have invalidated all assurances given by US officlals
that safery would be guaranteed. Without SCR 1325 In operation under the Iragl takeover,
women now fear for all aspects of their safety, The "protection of women"” oullined by U5
General William Brandenberg of MINF-l is no longer in operation, causing local peace-

making efforts to he severaly curtailed.

US officials announced several times that, before the security turnover, they had received
written assurances from the Iragi government about the treatment of Camp Ashral

residents "humanely and according to Irag's international commitments ..




U5 officials also emphasized that “the US will try its utmost to guarantee that the Iragi
government will live up to the assurances it has given us on the treatment of Camp Ashraf

residents ..." These assurances have been blatantly disregarded.

“Displacement”: A new conspiracy to attack and kill Ashraf residents

The relocation of Ashraf residents is yvet another conspiracy plotted by the Iragi
government following the release of the Ashraf hostages, On 19 October 2009, an Iragi
government delegate officially announced to Camp Ashraf representatives, that all
resldents of the camp must be transferred to Samava (south of Irag near the Saudi Arabia
border] by 15 Decemnber 2009, The [ragi delegate underlined that if the residents of Ashraf
did not give in to this ransfer, the events of 28 and 29 July would be repeated. To this day,
international organizations have emphasized that with reference to the universally
accepted principle of non-refoulement, residents of Camp Ashraf should not be displaced,
expelled or repatriated and, in vislation of the International Humanitarian Law {THL),

should not be relocated inside lrag.

Current restrictions on Ashraf

Ewents of the last year have proved that not only is the Iragi government not respecting
International commitments and conventions but [t also has no respect for its own laws and
legal system. In this period we have wilnessed pressures and restrictions forced by the
Iragl government upon the residents of the Camp, and Ashraf has actually turned into a
prison. Restrictions have taken the form of preventing the entrance of different goods and
basic necessities into the camp, preventing the entrance of lawyers and family members of
Ashraf residents or even American and European human rights organizations aiming to
monitor the situation in the camp. Additionally, the illegal siege on Ashral has had serious

physical and psychological effects on the residents, particularly the women.

On 7 October 2005, Major General William Brandenbury, deputy commander of the MNF-T,
in a letter emphasized the rights of the residents of Camp Ashraf under the Fourth Geneva
Convention which regards the status of forelgn civilians in times of war in an occupled land.
He stated: "The residents of Camp Ashraf have the right to protection from danger,
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violence, coercion, and intimidation, and to special protection for the dignity and rights of

women”,

Due to the all-out siege being imposed on Ashraf, the treatment of patients there
deteriorates by the day. Of the 1,000 women in Ashraf at least 541 are in need of medical
care and specialist examinations. They have not hada medical checkup for months,
Approximately 90 women have serious cases and among those, 7 are urgent medical
patients. Unfortunately, due to the restrictions imposed by the Iragi Interior Ministry's so-
called "Closing down Ashraf Committee’, the Camp has a serious lack of medical services
and also medical specialists, including these to perform the necessary surseries, causing
the patients to not receive the medial treatment they need. For example: For nearly four
months a women's medical specialist was not allowed Lo come Lo Ashraf while 50 patients
were in dire need, 20 of whom required urgent examination and treatment. Over half of the

women in Ashraf are in need of medical treatment by doctors in female medical specialties.

As stated in UN Security Council Resolution 1325, to fully implement by International
Humanitarian Law (THL) and Human Rights laws which protect the rights of women and
girls during and after 2 conflict situation, we ask the international community and UN
bodies:

* to emphasize on the status of residents of Ashraf as ‘protected persons’ under the
terms of the Fourth Geneva Convention or International Humanitarian Law [IHL)
and/or International Human Rights Law.

s Necessary action must be taken for UN forces to take over the responsibility of the
protection of Ashraf residents.

e o call on the US government for its forces to continue their presence In the camp
until security is taken over by the UN, and to guarantee the protection of the

residents from attacks, violence and foreible displacement inside Irag.

WHEN WOMEN DISARM: EMPOWERED OUTREACH UNDER SCR 1325

Carole R. Fontaine

14




The work of the women of Ashraf during the implementation of the values and spirit of
1325 during MNF-I control of the refugee camp focused heavily on resourcing women in
their network within Iran, and thelr attempls to partner with the women of Irag, now
facing the imposition of theacratic Istamic law known as Shari'a and its lessening of the
rights guaranteed to women by international law. Programs revalved around establishing a
basic female solidarity through study together, presentations by various speakers, and
commanly held rellgious and secular celebrations. Women's rights and different ways of
interpreting patriarchal religions—especially and particularly Islam—were key issues
raised with Iragi women's NGO's, On a broader scale, the leadership at Camp Ashraf was
key in providing a safe, neutral meeting place where Iragis of different ethnicities and
denominations could come together to work on national issues in a context free of vielence.
Eyewitnesses note that the “‘message’ of the presence of strong, feminist, observant Islamic
women at Ashraf was not lost on male Muslims visiting on various missions, and Iraq]
women tn such delegations were visibly empowered by the Ashrafi example with respect to
their own participation in discussions with mern. The so-called ‘Sunni Awakening' was
mothered into existence by the women of Ashraf when the guidelines of 1325 were
observed under UN observation and with US protections, Since the transfer of sovereignty

to the Iragi government, such meetings have ceased and violence in Iraq is on the upsurge,

Beyond the boundaries of the current occupation in Irag and brutal dictatorship in lran, the
wamen of the PMOI have worked through education and outreach to make thelr voices
heard In the West. The women often quote an lranian proverb, "A clear conscience needs
no defense”, when speaking of their "terrorist’ label, "We have nothing to hide", they say;
"Let the world come and see and know us, and learn who we are.” The era of 1325 at Ashraf
has allowed some of this to happen. Partnering with their political 'sister' organization, the
National Council of Resistance in Iran whose President-Elect is Mrs. Maryam Rajavi, a
former leader in Ashraf, the period from 2003-09 saw a flourishing of a world-wide
network of support for these women and their cause. Committees of support were founded
in a host of European Union countries and other world regions; websites telling the Ashraf
story sprang up en the Internet, and n prinl mediom, In 2004 in Geneva, WAFE,
International Federation of Women United Against Fundamentalism {L'Intégrisme) and for
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Equelity was launched at a meeting of European women parliamentarians, professors,
Human Rights activists and religious professionals. Thanks to delegates nominated by
women at Ashraf or current PMOT members visiting at NCR-1 headguarters in Auvers-sur-
Qise, France, women from Europe, Africa and the Americas were able to hear directly at
WAFE meetings the reports from delegates from Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, India, Palestine,
Indonesia and elsewhere ahout the conditions for women in regions where fundamentalist
Islam is at war with other more moderate or progressive movements within the religion.
Art exhibits on Human Rights abuses inside Iran by Iranian women artlsts, as well as raw
video footage of abuse provided by the PMOI from inside Iran, brought home to women
globally the dire consequences of being born woman when misogyny is a key component of
a religious government's self-described ‘war on immorality’, As of 2009, a second group,
WWAFE, Women World-wide Advancing Freedom and Equality, was born; its focus is the
role of female empowerment in areas outside of Islamic theacracies and their satellites, In
2010, WAFE, which focuses primarily on lran and West Asia, adopted the following Mission
Statement (soon to be published on a newly launched website):
Mission Statement
1. We, women and men members of WAFE [International Federation of Women United
against Fundamentalism-anad for Equality) work to oppose Fundamentalism (religious
extremisin or in French, 'lnlégrisme) wherever it occurs, together with the persecution

of women and denial of women's full and equal human rights, upon which
Fundamentalism depends.

2. We are appalled by the current treatment of women in many fundamentalist regimes.
We see as unworthy of 21st century civilization the view that fifty percent of
humankind is inferior simply by virtue of her or his gender.

3. We believe that gender equality is essentizl to human development and that all
discrimination and violence against women is profoundly destructive of human
potentlal and of family and community life,

4. We consequently seek to oppose all regimes which deny to any person the full benefits,
challenges, rights and responsibilities of citizenship, and to eradicate all those laws,

customs, traditions and rituals which prevent women from contributing fully to all
aspects of life,

5 We strongly support the 1948 United Nations Declaration of Universal Human Rights
and the many international declarations and conventions which have followed, which
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all affirm that wotnen's human rights are consistent with and inalienable from all
human rights.

b, We seek to promete societies free from all forms of gender discrimination in which
women and men alike can enjoy self-fulfillment, whilst accepting the responsibilities
and concern [or others which must accompany such privileges.

7. We seek to promaote societies in which every individual has the opportunity to realise

her or his patential, constralned only by the limits imposed by respect for the freedom
of others.

8. We seek to develop worldwide links with women and men, communities and

organizations who share our mission of empowering women and to work with them to
oppese the tide of Fundamentalism which threatens many parts of the world todav.

3. We are willing to work with other arganizations sharing consistent vision and missiorn.

10, We conduct WAFE activities with transparency in accordance with the above tenets and
in conformity with our Constltution. Amended june 27, 2010.

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

It cannot be emphasized enough that without the protections of 1325, no peace-making
overtures or programs of solidarity between refugees and people of the host nation and
teyvond could even be imagined, much less implemented, in a war zone or sccupation
setting. Where women are used Lo and proud of being able to defend themselves and their
country, one cannot expedt that they will docilely present themselves to become victims of
rape, torture and harassment when disarmed. Only in the presence of a clear statement of
rights and the special needs of women in such conflict situations, as well as monitoring by
those in charge, can women be expected to participate in what can seem like blatant dis-
empowerment. The women of Ashraf have weathered this transition successfully, and
converted a situation of dire possibilities into one of blooming support and education. They
deserve to live free of the threat of rape by Iragi and Iranian forces, or refoulement to a
hostile home country that has imprisoned many of them previously. We see what can

happen when 1325 is in place; we fear what may happen now that it is not

The problems posed for [slam world wide by violent, well-funded extremists who claim to
he the arhiters of the “true’ form of their religion are problems that will confront every

Muslim In the coming century. Women living under the strictest and most misogynist




interpretations of theocratic rule invariably suffer: the rise of honor killings of women
under the rule of Hamas, funded by Iranian money, in Gaza, and the conditions for women
governed by Hezbollah in Lebanon, also funded by Iran, are object lessons for Muslim
wormen everywhere, and non-Muslim women hesides. There is more than one
fundamentalist religion in the world, and they all share a goal of inscribing the supremacy
of Man in their laws and society,, even if they are not explicit about it in their public
statements. The activities and growth of the women of Ashraf teach all their sisters that
Resistance is NOT Futile. We would see them survive their current situation and return to

their work with their Iraqi sisters in confronting the advance of fundamentallst extremism.

Along with the Pentagon and various European courts and lawm:king bodies, the authors
of this report lind no evidence that the PMOl are anything other than what they claim ta be:
2 legitimate opposition movement with a long-term history and impact. They are certainly
notterrorists as various legal bodies have concluded in their binding determinations and
rulings over the past few years. It is ludicrous to continue to claim that they are: these
women in head-scarves are not our enemy! The United States has no other course, should it
obey international law and honor the cutcomes of its own internal investigations, than to
remove the PMOI from the List of Proseribed Organizations. As a voice in the Middle East
which blends democratic values and processes with a progressive brand of Islam, they are
invaluable allies to those seeking peace in the region, and a beacon of hope to those within
Iran who made their presence so strongly felt during and subsequent to the fraudulent
General Elections of 2008. The PMOI's presence on the Proscribed Organizations List [n the
US is now a minority position ameng lawmakers world-wide, US House of Representatives
Resolution 1431 from the US Congress agrees with majority rulings that the PMOI are nat

terrorists and makes the recommendation that the PMO! be removed from the List.1?

Apart from any questions of proscription by one national state, we reaffirm that the women
and men of Camp Ashraf are Protected Persons under the Fourth Geneva Convention
according to the US and UN officials, and that any repatriation of them to Iran constitutes a

direct violation of that convention and expoeses them to imprisonment, torture and death.




Likewise, resettlement within Iraq raises specials issues of safery and gender issues for the

women of Camp Ashraf,

Our recommendation: honor the obligations of 1325 as US ooop withdrawal commences

by transferring Camp Ashraf to UN control and monitoring !9

" The Foreign Affairs Committes of the Nationat Council of Resistance of lran. 1995, Women, Islam and
Equality, Availahle at hitp/ Swnaniran-g-a3 ‘book. on_womenhtml [arcessed 27 Tuly 2010).

2 kil

' Pohl, R United Nations Document Reference EFCN.4/1992 734, 1992 Report on the situation of human rights
in tht Islamic Republic of fran by the Special Representative of the Commission on Human Rights, Mr. Reyrolds
Golindo Pehl, 48th Session of the INCHR Commission on Human Rights: Report on the Forty-Eighth Session
[27 [ariusry-6 March 1392},

* United Nations Document A/CONF.177/20/Rev.1. 1996, Report of the Fourth Warld Canference on Women,
teijing f4-15 September 1995), Avaitable st
hetp / Pwmanw n o Swomenwatch Sdaw hediing Spd Bodjing g 20ful 52 Orepart i 20 pef [accessed 27 fuly
2010).
o BEEFE-E B l':FHl Jran Terrorin the T“ﬂT'l'IE' {'lf'['-ﬂd' TIME Megazine, Monday, & July. Available at

g ; (00171922597 00 htm] (accessed 27 July 2010).

" Khumeini Feb, 3, 1984, TV sermon later published in the government newspaper, Frtelo'at

PN General Assembly, Univercol Declaration of Human Rights, 10 December 1948, 217 A (111), Available at:
hitp S wwwanberorpdrefwarld Sdo apetbd 718 [ |accessed 15 August 200 0] Preamble to the
Universal Deckaration of Human fights, approved by the General Assembly, Decembser 10, 1948,

"International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), Genevo Convention Refative fo the Treatment of Privoners of
War (Third Geneva Convention), 12 Aupust 1949, 75 1INTS 135, [p32] 2. Available at:

bllp/dwwwicre.org /AHLNSF /101 304430 bbShAec] 256 3hOBGHZIG (406057 17a30 1 esc] 2503 cd 04 24
2b0panDocument [accessed 27 fuly 2010},

*Congregation lor the Doctrine of the Faitke 1986, [gstruction Libertodiy conscientia on Christian Fresdom and
Liberation, 22 March, 1986 AAS 79 (19877,

" Mohaddassin, M. 2004. Enemies of the Ayatallahs: The iranion Oppasition's Waron Islamic Fundamentalism,
MNew York: Zed Books:

U Kempster, N, 1997 U5, Desipnates 30 Groups as Terrorists”. Los Angeles Times, October 9, 1997,

" Fontaine, €., |. Kazerounian and E Kargar Zadeh, ‘Falling Through the Gaps of SCES13235: The Plight of
Iranian Political Refugess in Irag'. Internotiondl Ferminist Josrma! of Politics, Under review July 2016

1 HRES.1431,1H. 2010, United States 111th Congress 2d Sesslon 10 june. Authors; B. Filner, 5, |Jackson Lee, D.
Rohrabacher.

L The authors would lika to thank Jennifer Shaw, General Sccrotary of the feferrelioioes Comimittss iy Support
af Protected Persony in Ashraf Irog, for her help with the editing, formatting and coordination of submissions
by authors of thiz manuzcript,




Waorks Cited

H.RES 1431.1H. 2010, United States 111th Congress 2d Session 10 June. Authors: R, Filner,
5. Jackson Lee; D. Rohrabacher.

Blake, P. 1981, ‘Iran: Terror in the Name of God'. TIME Magazine, Monday, 6 July. Available
at; htip:/ Swww time.com /tme fmagazine farticle /0917192259700 hitm| (accessed 27
[uly 2010).

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 1986, Instruction Libertatis conscientio on
Christian Freedom and Liberation. 22 March, 1986: AAS 79 [1987).

The Foreign Affairs Committee of the National Council of Resistance of Iran, 1995. Women,

Islam and Equality. Available at; http://www.iran-e-
azad.org/english/book on women himl (actessed 27 July 2010).

Fontaine, C., |. Kazerounian and E. Kargar Zadeh. ‘Falling Through the Gaps of SCR/1325:
The Plight of Iranian Political Refugees in Irag’. International Feminist Journal of Politics,
Under review July 2010.

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). Geneva Convention Relative to the
Treatment af Prisoners of War (Third Geneva Convention), 12 August 1949, 75 UNTS 135.
[p.32] 2. Available at:

bttp:/ fwww icrcorg /IHLNSE /121 3044f3hhh5h8ec1 2563 fh0066£2 26 /46609747230 1804

c12563cd00424e2b!0OpenDocument (accessed 27 july 2010).

Kempster, N. 1997115, Designates 30 Groups as Terrorists’. Los Angeles Times, October 9,
19G7.

Mohaddessin, M. 2004, Enemies of the Ayatollahs: The lranian Opposition's War an fslamic
Fundamentalism. New York: Zed Books,

Pohl, R, United Nations Document Reference E/CN.4/1992/34. 1992, Repart on the
situation of human rights in the Islomic Republic of Tran by the Special Representative of the
Commission on Human Rights, Mr. Reynaldo Galindo Pohl, 48th Session of the UNCHR
Commission on Human Rights: Report on the Forty-Eighth Session (27 |anuary-6 March
1992),

United Natlons Document A/CONF.177/20/Rev. 1. 1996, Report of the Fourth World
Canference on Women, Beijing (4-15 September 1995}, Availabie at;

e i

0 ennriv%h20E.

{accessed 27 July 2010).

UN General Assembly, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 10 December 1948, 217 A
(111}, Available at: htip ! fwww unher.org/refworld /docid /3ae6b371 2c.himl [accessed 15

20




s

August 20107 Preamble to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, approved by the
General Assembly, December 11, 15948,




In defense of the residents of Camp Ashraf, | need to make a preamble about zealotry., In
my answers below, 1 sound somewhat critical of the MeK's dedication and ahsolute focus
on their mission, but | need to explain up front. Their actions and personality, when
described sound a lot like zealotry. Yes, they are zealots, but for a very good reason. | have
yet to meet a member of the MeK who does not have a persenal story of tragedy caused by
the current Mullah Regime. They include the murder of a brother, the hanging of a sibling,
the stoning of a mother, unwarranted incarceration and torture Lo name but a few, If those
personal experiences don'tcreate a psyche for zealotry, [ don't know whal does. They are
gond people thrust by events into a unigue situation. They may be zealots, hut they are not
terrorists. Dave Phillips, 22 August 2012

When did you first learn of the Mek?

During the buildup to the invasion of Irag, my 52 Officer (Intelligence) provided reports on each
of the significant groups in Irag; Republican Guards, Iragl Army, Police and a fittle known
brigade sized organization of Iranians called the Mek. He gave me a synopsis on the group and
a determination that they may fight on the side of the Iragis; My 52 added, don't worry about
this group. We'll have little to do with them. (Ha, | should have had chills run up my spine}

Given your expectations from what you had heard/learned, did you find the label terrorist to
be warranted?

When | first rolled through the gates of Camp Ashraf in 2003, | had already been to the Mek
Camp at Hillah, Fallujah and downtown Baghdad. Camp Ashrai closely resembles the Camp just
east of Fallufah, but Is much more remote, My Impression of the Mek was irrelevant, because |
was told they were terrorists by the State Department and that was good enough for me. | was
happy to poke the terrorists In the eye In retribution for 911, It didn't matter that they had
nothing to do with 811, but the label of being a terrorist group was good enough for me. |
mentally equated the MeK with the Iranian Hostage Crisis back in 1979-20. | was a young
lleutenant though and we were going to war with Iran. | kept looking at the female Mek
members and saw the images of the Iranlan women, hajeb cavered, inside of the U5 Embassy
trying to piece back together the shredded documents. | was not a friend of the Mek and if
they would have given me an excuse, we would have gone kinefic.

Overtime, after having my staff do additional research, | was beginning to question the terrorist
designation. The FBI, CIA, DIA and other three letter agencies were not finding anyone they
determined to be of interest. | was incredulous, | had over 3000 terrorists detained without
any due process other than a directive fram Do5, yvet there were none who warranted a second
look by our federal agencies. All of the three letter agencies packed up and departed by June of
2004 and left my unit holding the bag. My staff lawyer was concerned that we were in violation
of international law by keeping the MeK detained indefinitely without any due process,




The more | researched, the greater my belief that these people should be our allies, not our

terrorists. | continued to hear the same rhetoric about their terrorist acts, but none could stand
up to scrutingy,

By summer 2004, | was ready to just open the gates of Camp Ashraf and let them leave,
Unfertunately, the DoS blocked every initiative to ease the detention,

Bottom line; they may be terrorists in the eyes of the current Iranian government, but | would
better label them as Irantan freedom fighters:

| am not discounting that this group, not these specific individuals, may have harmed Americans

during the Shah years in Iran, but most at Ashraf were either too young or weren't even barn in
pre-1979.

What are your strongest impressions on the MeK as o group? Individuals?

They are dedicated to a fault, which makes them susceptibie to outside attack, They are their
own enemy because of their inflexibility, Take the Mek emblem for example. | went around
and around with them that the red hammer/sickle/anvil emblem wauldn't play well in the post-
soviet world. They just smiled and repeated that they liked their emblem. They didn’t look at
the bigger picture of marketing and public relations.

They are a group think arganization that act like the science fiction race in the Star Trek Next
Generation series; ‘The Borg.” Sorry to use such a pop culture comparison, but it really fits
them best, They are a coliective and operate as such. They rarely talk one on one and almost
always have either a minder or partner listening to every word. | tried repeatedly to get my
point of contact to discuss items of interest other than overthrowing the Mullah's of Iran. He
was the only individual ever to spend time alone with me, Occasionally | could break through
the thick layer of rhetoric and get him to reflect on his past. | learned that he liked tootsie roll
candy and liked to go boating. Of course | slipped him a bag of tootsie rolis, but he never
mentionad them, | also learned that his wife was also in the camp, but he hadn't seen her in
three years. This alse leads to the cult-like perception by outsiders. Maybe so, but they are not
your Branch Davidians of Waco, Texas. The uninformed, inexperienced or closed minded
people would easily paint the organization as a cult, but | see them as much different. They are
something much deeper than a simple cult. They are an organization where the Individual is
secondary to the cause. They have given up everything in order to further the goals of the
organization. Unfortunately, this type of mentality, coupled with so many vears without little
putside contact {for the majority of the 3000+) has in many ways impaired their free thought,
Even if they do succeed in overthrowing the regime in Iran, they are probably not suited far
governing. They wouldn't like me saying this, but it is my belief. They can definitely rally
support and even a major uprising, but their total focused approach will hardly endear them to
the masses in Iran. | see tham as viable in bringing about regime change, but their inflexibility
and lack of free and creative thought will prevent them from governing in post-Mullzh Iran.



As individuals#?7 There are no individuals in Camp Ashraf, They gave up being individuals
yoars ago. Cult like? NO, but disturbingly different from western social norms.

**¥There is one other issue which | don’t want to putin writing. Anti-MeK individuals could and
would use it against them. The unifarmed would definitely believe they are o crozed cult; even
though it is thot identification lobel that couldn’t be further from the truth. No, this is not the
marrigge isspe. It is something much more dork (ot least in my mind), If you wouwld like to
discuss this issue, let's do so over the phone. Just let me know.

Could you share a story or two of an encounter that really stood out in your mind?

Two quick stories that stand out;

When | first arrived at Camp Ashraf. my intelligence officers infarmed me that they belleved
that they identified Commander Zohreh, the leader of the National Liberal Army. When we
arrived at the Martyrs Museum, my Intel officer whispered and pointed out several alder
women. They were MeK members standing off to the side. He stated that the one was
believed to be Commander Zohrah. | walked past the greeting group and right up to the group
of women and faced the one believed to be Commander Zohreh. |introduced myself by stating
to the effect, "Commander Zohreh, I'm Colonel Phillips, Commander of the 89" Military Palice
Brigade.” Her response was very quietly spoken, yet without talking her eyes off of mine. “You
know me?” | said, "Yes, You're Commander Zohreh, | recognize you.” She retorted, "How did
you know me, there are few photos of me and we've never met." | replied, ¥l agree, there are
few photos of you,” | added as a mild compliment, “You're like a ghost, but we found you.”
She got a tight lipped knowing smile and replied, "Am | 2 good ghost or bad ghast.” Something
in her eyes said, don't mess with me. I'll gut you and watch you bleed if it serves my purpaose. |
kriew right at that point this mission was going to be a lot mare than | anticipated. Wow, was
that premonition correct.

The second story involves my scariest incident in Irag and it wasn't fighting the insurgents. It
was the second and third order of effect when we raided the female barracks in search of
people being held against their will and torture. Our intelligence kept picking up what | now
believe was rumar and rhetoric by the Antl-MeK groups, They stated that a certain remote
female billets was holding people against their will and torturing them. We were conducting an
operation and sealed off the area and then swept In unannounced. The young women went
fanatical, screaming.and surrounded me and my persanal security NCO, There must have been
100-150 women ‘terrorists’ surrounding me. My Soldiers were trained to shoot in this type of
situation, but thank goodness they heid fire. My close in parsonal security NCO is also trained
to place himself between danger and me, but we were surrounded, Fahima Arvany, a senior
ek leader came pushing up to me and spit in my face, My NCO said he never came so close 1o
shoating someone at point blank range. | raised my hand to stop him and slowly took aff my
glasses and wiped the spittie from my face. | don't recall what | said, but whatever she was
yelling wasn't very nice. Over the next few minutes the situation was a standoff. Finally,
Commander Zohreh showed up and basically quieted the situation.




This was the maost scared | ever was during years of combat in Irag. The scenario |s now taught
at the US Army Military Police School as a training vignette in the protective services course,

Regardless to say, we didn't find anyone held against their will or any indication of terture.

There is a silver lining to this situation. | can now state without doubt and under oath that |
searched all areas day and night, without netice and never found signs of torture or peaple held
against thelr will, I've used this example several times when briefing Congress.

How have you changed because of your encounters with members/the group of the Mek?

This is interesting, It isn't only the MeK that changed me, but the entire post 911 experience. |
believed we always held the high ground as 2 nation, yet the patriotiom of post 911 blinded ue
to many of the situations where we came off of the high ground, We squandered so much
world support as the lone world super power by the Irag debacle, Afghanistan..yes! Iraq no. It
could have waited. Saddam may have been hell on wheels with his own pepulaticn and rattled
a lot of sabers, but for the most part remained confined to his own cou ntry. Also, he kept Iran
In check. Now where are we? Better or worse off with the regime change in Irag?

As for the MeK, | felt lied to by my own State Department and used as a repression force
against all of my person values and beliefs. | was in charge of keeping people detained in a
desert outpost under the threat of death at the hands of my Soldiers, No due process, no care
or concern...just blind obedience to orders. To this day it causes me to lose sleep when we
turned off the MekK radio station which broadcast into Iran, My Farsi speakers listened to the
station continuously and determined that it was much like a "Voice of America” format. Yet,
the State Department insisted that we shut it down, because the MeK were sending secret
meassages, | now believe they lied to me,

| used to belleve what | heard from my government with everything being in black and white, |
now know that things are various shades of gray. If the State Department labeled some group
as terrorist...that was good encugh for me. Now | know better.

Do | feel threatened and at risk for supporting the delisting of the MeK. YES, by the lranian
government, Islamic extremists and segments of my own government. Even some of my own
family and so called friends have alienated me for “SUPPORTING TERRORISTS.” Regardless, if
they even know anything about the issue.

What would you like to say to readers of these stories of the MeK? What messoge do you
hawe for your own people (however defined) in particulor?

if you want to understand the Mek, look to revolutionary France and the overthrow of the
Bourbons, To the rest of the world, France looked like a pariah, yet espoused freedom and



democracy. Once the revolution began, it took turns that couldn’t be controlled, yet the end
result affects our western world today in positive terms,

My message Lo 'my own people’ (defined as those of western philosophies) is simple; consider
what we currently have in Iran__what could be worse? A government which espouses
destruction of western values and society, the total annihilation of Israel and the absolute
suppression of women..or a group made of men and women who espouse democracy,
freedom and a nuclear free Iran, Even if this group did do some harsh things in the past (which
is debatable], didn't our own revolution have its hard core members who did seme harsh things
to the British and the loyalists? Yes, | can and do make the comparisan.

The Mullahs of Iran vs, the MeK... | vote far the Mek]

Freshdi Dashti The only four individuals whose name comes close are those listed below:

713 EBDFZO01 Dashti, Arshad

714  9BEDG1BD Dashti, Shahram

49 O7VOBEZRS Dehdashti, Esmat

¥xx  EBDF2001 Dashti, Arshad (Claimed Pakistani Citizenship. Repatriated to Pakistan in
late 2004 ar early 2005)

Only Arshad Dashti had anything derogatory and it was minor,
Zohreh Shfael The spelling is slightly different, but | believe this is who you are referring too
1681 OBCCAD16  Kamiab Sharify, Zohreh

This young woman is very dedicated and determined. | checked my notes and ‘believe’ she is
the young woman wha told me in no uncertain terms that she was denied the right to be born
in her own country. Regardless, if it was her, this comment struck me hard. It demonstrated
that most of these people will never be able to integrate back into normal society. | guess after
10 years in captivity, most of us would be somewhat socially impaired, Interestingly, the
comment was made to me back in early 2004, | can only imagine what the past 8 years have
done to her psyche.

Homya Wassehan | cannot find anyone with a name that is close enough to cross reference.
There are only three members with a last name that begins with "W"




*“We Saw Justice in Them™:
Interview of Mahin Saremi,
Iranizn Women's Activist, Political Prisoner and Torture Survivor
by Carole B Fonraime

In & small apartment m a “hedroom” community of Paris; three Muslim women of middle
years and older have laid a spread with typical Persian hospitality, waiting for guests from the
United Statet to visit. Dried apricots, lakum, sweetly scented teas, fresh fruit (with the
obligatory small cucunibers that so delight the people of Tran), pistachios. and other dainties are
laid out. waiting on the coffee table, though it s unlikely that their conversation can be
sweetened by mere foodstueffs. Mrs, M, the resident. looks lovingly at the glass cabinet where
she has proudly displayed ber five dead children, members of the People’s Mujahedin of lran
{the *notorious” PMOI, or in Persian, MeK), all tortured and martyred by the murderous regime
in Tehran. Extremist Shi'ite mullahs have terrorized a whole people for over thirty years: since
the uprising against Shah Pahlevi was hijacked by the opportunist Ayatollah Khomeini, 1is
government continues 1o interfere and threaten the region m their quest to head & worldwade
Cualiphate that will rule the broken West, as well as wipe 1srael from the modern map. Into this
mess, a group of Christian women Humsn Rights activists, interested in how to make common
cause with the brave women of the Arab Spring of 2071, determine to meet with any Muslim
women who feel free enough Lo share their experiences of repression, torture and the heavy price
of dissent.

After the loss of her last child, Mrs, M simply packed a small overmight bag in her home
in Tehran and began to walk 1o the border of Pakistan, unheeding of any personal danger. After
all, after losing Ave brave children and a husband, what more could the mullahs do 1o her? After
her long journcy — eventually accomplished - she was able, with the help of the PMUON stationed
1 their base camp Ashraf Citv on the lragt side of the border with Iran, 16 make her way 1o
France, There, in the small community of Auvers-sur-Chise, live the members of the Mational
Council of Résistance in [ran {NCRI), a political support group that lobhies for the survival of
the PMOT under the Shi‘ile puppet government of al-Maliki, the Iragi seli-out who speaks Arabic
with a Farsi nceent. The fate of those in Ashral City 15 the constant subject of prayer and action
for the familics who have lost children and family members in the struggle for a free Iran. The
old women remember the Shah well, but what is experienced now by their people is a thousand
times worse, they say--and who 15 w blame them?

In 2009, the hollow men of the Iragi government, working hand in hand with Tehran and
at their directives, determine to expel and extradite the PMOT members hack to Iran, where they
awall lorture and execution. Both the United States and the United Nations are implicated in the
late of the PMOI; the LIS invasion of Trag first bombed, then exculpated all of the residents of
Ashraf City. who had been dubbed termorists by Iran and given that status under the Clinton
Administration as a ‘gesture of good wilk 1o Iran, in retarn for @ conspicuous lack of reform in
the area of Human Rights abuses under supposed moderate Khatami. During s thorough
investigation by the Pentagon, ranking US officials in Irag, and m cooperation with the CLA. not
one act of terrorism could be found o have been committed by anv of the dissidents in Ashraf.
Subsequently, the US granted all the residents US Identity Cards with Protected Person status
under the Fourth Article of the Geneva Convention, which protects civilian groups. The United
Nations commissioners for Refugees and Human Rights agreed with this designation,
considering it necessary in order to protect these long-lime opponents of the extremist fanatics




who rumn Iran.  The Pentagon, the Europesan Union, the penerals, and even the Vatican all urge the
LTS Depanment of State to remove the label of terrorism from this long-suffering group so they
may oblain visas and get to safely outside Imag, but to no avatl. In arder 1o maintain the Hetion
that the puppets in Baghdad have ‘stood up’ in their own frecly (sic!) cleeted government, such
that US troops might *stand down” and leave their debacle in the desert to the locals, all promises
to protect Ashraf’ City are shandoned, Obama, elected with such high hopes, and given a Nobel
Prace Prize for simply nor being George W, Bush. does nothing--Guanlanamo remains open and
humming with husiness; troops are moved 1o Afghanistan, the grave of Empires {ven capitalist
onesy, and Ashraf sits waiting for its death. CIA informants quietly consider the residents of
Ashral “1oast’, because both State Department snd “the Company” have been infiltrated and
lobbied by agents of the Mullahs in Tehran, “Our government is in the hands of the enemy™, one
“consultant” tells me privately. Still, the agency hopes to keep the contacts with the PMOI
network inside Iran open and operaling. in order to bring out nuelear intelligence long after 10§
and mrernational indifTerence allow Ashraf to perish, Amnestv Intetnational lists the residents of
Ashraf City on their ‘endangered species’ hst of civilians in Iraq; the Black Caucus of the US
House of Representatives propose a bill to de-proscribe the PMOI, but nothing happens. As LS
presidential elections approach, Republican politicians scent blood in the water with respect 1o
Obuma’s record on foreign policy and defense of Tsrael--a sore spot and no longer a winning
campaign issue aftcr the successful assassination of Osama hin Laden, Thev join the retired
Generals in speaking on behall of Ashraf, but the State Department won't budge and Obama and
Clinton — Hillary this time - won't act, Iran teases, Obama appeases, Ashraf is besicged. denied
heating oil. food, medicine and all outside contact: then attacks cnsue, and many die, All the
families and | Juman Rights agencies wait in increasing dismay for the next slaughter in the
desert..,

Mrs: M. despairs of the situation and not without reason.  Her apartment mate, Mrs, K. 15
also & surviver who has a story (o (ell, but today a third woman — recently surfaced in France
while under a death sentence in lran — is present. She s Mahin Saremi, recently escaped from
the notorions Evin prison in Tehran where she was incarcersted for activism on behalf of &
democratic lran. She 13 the widow of world-famous political prisoner Ali Saremi, whe sulfered
24 years of prison under both the Shah and the mullahs, only to be executed suddenly at the age
of 63 an the 28" of December 2010, He was a beloved. pentle man, 4 scholar of Fluman Rights
abuses perpetrated by the povernment in Tehran in 1988 when 30,000 political prisoners were
executed (15 this Mousavi's pogrom of 10,000/month?).

Clearly, remembering and caring are offenses punishable by death under lran’s smug theocracy.

Mahin, Ali's wife, is & seasoned veteran prisoner herself. She was tortured and placed in
solitary confinement in 1983, 2(H15 and 2007. only {0 he arrested once more 1n January 2011 as
she stood outside protesting her hushand’s sudden execution. With the help of the political
underpround that thrves throughout Iran, she was smuggled oul of the country and kindly
consented to be interviewed when she reappeared in Pans and Auvers-sur-Oise, the headquarters
of the NCRI, in June 201 1. This is her story; her words appear in italics, the interviewer’s
comments gre in regular font in this interview.

“We saw justice in them.”




“ My hushand was imprisoned by the Shah, He was the only breadwinner for our family, yet we
were proud that, like all caring Iranians, ke took to the streel to proiest the brwtal reign of Shah
Pahlavi In fact, we all profested togeiher (ke mosi families. In the early profests. i was almost
a festive atmosphere, like a great family picwic or neighborhood gathering, buf then came our
Bloody Suenday (1iacs Meadas, Septcndar D90 L ean sl remember my horeor as my two
vougest children and Ali came home covered in blpod and shuddering, " They ve killing ws all. ™
Al told me. "

“Hwas 24 in 1974 when Al was imprisoned. | had 4 children, ranging from ages 2 to 10, and |
wey eell alure o provide for them ay well ax use any exira morey to secure small benefits for Alf
in prizom, | had roeducation, and ro profession. [ cannot deseribe how hapeless T feli. Ver,
during all these hardships, Ali was my streneth and he encovraged me. We were proud of All as
a family: we felt no shame. We were not anery af God: in fact, it was a fime when 1 felt ay though
I hecame cloxer i Crod { doubled the amount of time | fasted and praved. MY pravers were ot
Just for AN, Bui for all prisoners everywhere, and the peaple of Iran. who themselves were
prisoners of a terrible government. "

"Eventually, I became proficient in dressmaking. earning whatever monev [ cowld. As abvays,
Ali encouraged me nof o spend money on kim or-legal proceedings o free him, hut ta save ir all
Sfor educating our children. [ am proud 1o say all 4 of my children graduated from university and
they did i gli onwihat this woman (she says, with a gesture to her heart) was able o provide for
them all by hersell "

| asked Mahin whether or not women had experienced the Shah’s reign as a time of particular
oppression of women.

"No, " she said. “we did not join the protests as women, per se. but rather for our couniry, We
are franians, We love our counrey and only wanted to see an end fo the continuous violence we
had all heen experiencing. Women were as eager as anyone for the vevelution that came in 1979
buit, to our cruel surprise, the mullahs " revelution only fook women backwards. We only wanted
betrer lives for our children and owr families in a free society; this, however, was a desire foo
dangerous for the wmullahs ' perverted version of Islam ro bear.”

Inevithly, Mahin and Ali’s passion for & democratic Iran [ed them o be convicted as encmics of
Islam and the revolution, just as thev had been judged enemies of the Shah. This is an irony
shared by many current political prisoners in fran over the past 32 years, even up to today. Asa
way of fighting back, the Saremi family became supporters of the PMOT, or MeK - the
Mujahedin e Kalg — long before the world knew the word “mujahedin™ as enemies of the Soviet
Union in Afghanistan or perpetrators of terromism around the world. The professars, scholars.
doctors and engineers of lran, as well as people from every province and profession, proud|y
name themselves as mujahedin, people struggling Nercely to liberate their country from a
revolulion gone astray. How ironic that the name of progressive, democratic Muslims has been
usurped by the exact opposile meaning.

| asked Mahin about what drew ket w the MeK when she and her family had already sutfered so




much while protesting apuinst the Shah, “Why the mujahedin? | asked her. Did they appeal 1o
her as women's liberators or for some other reason? 1 asked her why she wore a headscarf,
knowing that such practices had been pedaled in the West as a sure sign of women's oppression.
She smifed as she replied, but also showed some consternation af the questions.

“Headscerf? That Is no Giswe. Ax a Muslim womar, [want to worship God eccording to my own
tradition, vo I choose to wear g head covering. Just fike vou choove (she gestured 1o the
Christian cross hanging around my neck), Jwani to practice my iradition as o waman of faith,
but o axte tells me o doothis. This is whar [ choose. "

"We did mot come fo the MeK as women. looking for salvation for women, We came to them ouf

aof aur passion for freedom We came fo them as Iranians who love their coumtry. We saw justice
in them. the justice the revolution hud sought. but then had hifacked. It was in them, and not jusi
in-their words, We saw in their deeds, their teachings, their example, their prisoners, all the gifis
that the false revalution had withheld from us. The PMON are the only realistic hope for my
peaple s freedom, | truly believe this in my heart,”

At 1alk of the transition from Shah o Avatollah, Mrs, M burst into the conversation with a fury
of outrage. She had a history to narrate, too. of how cruel the deception had been. She shook
with anger as she wid vs:

"My dear son had heen executed /' the Shah, and evervone krew of lim, and what had
happened, Soan after the Revalution, men came (o lake me (o meel Khomeni. "We are giving
you g giff tonight, " they told me as we wenr adlong. " This is because of the loss of vour son!”
they affered, as thowgh they had o special trear in stove for me from the new leader, They ook
me i a place where Tyaw twa wniformed seldices of the Shak, handcuffed together, bleeding and
hairered from beatings. They executed them right there before my eves! Noirial, no
procecdings, no dppeals! And this they presenfed 1o me as a particilar delighl. ay though that
wers what my son hed died for! It way then [ eowld see where the so-called "reveluifon” was
going--it was 1o be w0 better than whar the Shah had done, and now we know it even became
mucl worse. ™

Knowing that Mahin had spent long vears in lran’s equivalent of the Bastille, Evin prison, in
Tehran, I asked herif there were any stories from her days in prison that she wanted to share
outside Iran.

"Stories!” she exploded with ndisnation, " These are not stories; these are our realiny! L was at
ome time with seventy vourp women, all prisoners, in a ten-foor by ten-foot cell, Each dav. some
were tiken onl and forfured, and we could hear the screamy and never knew when they wonld
become our sereams, One time, frvimg (o break me, the guards took me to see a cellmate ving on
the bed of rorture, hanging from the ceiling by her legs, hemorrhaging blood dovwn her body so
thal she drank i as she hung. Eventually, of course, she divd "

“Bui even this only made me more dedicared fo the cause of the PMOL Evern after Ali s dearh,
which enlv happened because he and Dwent fo visit our son - a member af the Mek - residing in
Camp Ashraf in irag... "




I asked Mahin il she had a message for the women of the world outside Iran, especially after the
bloody repression of dissent and protest after the fraudulent elections of 2009, when the hopeful
youngsters of the Green Party. along with the “Angel of Tehran', Neda Agha-Soltani, were shot
down in the street betore the eves of the world on social media sites. She did indeed have a
ITHE S S

UTell them!. " she begged. "iell them they are killing our children! Our sons, our daughters are
being run over with tanks in the streets, they ave being divappeared for ro reason! Peaple must
frow how we suffer! While Axkaf s at visk and the MeK is on the rerrorise list, withoul cense,
this endengers people inside Iran, as well as those in Ashraf Cine, The Jranian peaple long ra be
free and to change thelr vituation, Ashral iv their beacon of hope, their city aof freedom! This is
all sev wunfair! People showld know: our children are dving and na one-will help us."

“in the 2009 elections, we heard many promises to women as g group, which shows how
Sensive e sswe of women s pight i Ur girls witg hoped for change hegan tn wear green
caps and bardannas. the sign of the Green Reform party (the mullahs ' supporiers wore red),

Bur after the elections, the soldiers, police and thugs began 1o beat any girl who was wearing
green, just for wearing a simple color thar spoke of hape! They would drag them down the stresi
Jor all to see, until their clothes were forn gway, and they were exposed, There was crushing
disappaintment for all who had hoped that change could take place, There iy still hope, of
course, hut vof in reform. The mudiahs will never permit it our voung ones kmow that now, "

“Whar is happening in Ashraf (the sicge, deadly antacks, mortar shellings, and threats of
extradition)} is so unfair, and it wounds the whole of Iran. It is the minions of Tehran who plot
und carry out these assaults, toking a ciry that was buds, brick by brick by franions longing for
freedom: It is nor fair! The world must do something (o account for the blood of our voung "'

“The warld recds to know what is happening inside fran, and understand the role our
Mufahedin play for a whole peaple s enduring hope and daily resistamee. T speak io you now,
nol @y o woman, bt ax a foman being! Freedom i the basiy and realization of all human
dignity. We must have thar first, thes all else will jollow.  Yes, the women in all the
meighborioods of fran rexist, bl Avivaf keepy (he Highit of freedom alive for them in the dark thar
iy their daily life.

You must tell them! Please, save Ashraf! Save our children and our hope!™”

And we are telling yvou, in Mahin’s words, now.
We hope vou can hear us; we hope vou will act




Daughters of Allah: In Their Own Words

{interviews from March F1, 2002, Aoversssur-Dise]

Ceratefuld thanks to our translator, Nasrin Saifi. who works at the University of California
Herketey, and whose cousin lives in Ashrat.

Fareshteh Dashti, 45 vears old
Bom in Abadan in SW of Iran (near Irag)

| started to know the Mek when | was just 11 vears old. My family was my parents, 4 sisters and
one brother, and myv paternal sunt who lived with us. After I was 11, we moved o Tehran. This
was 1976-77, under the Shah. My older brother and sister wiere involved in the MeK an their
university environment, and that is how the whole family came to know of them.

My father was an accountant in the cultural mimstry, and then in a private firm; my mother was a
home maker. Both of them were very open minded - well-educated and open 10 society. They
used to pray and would fast and wear the headscar! during Bamadan, but they did not do so
regularly. My sisters, when they went 1o university and started being with the MekK. they chose
o wear the headsearf,

My sister Layla (sp”) dashti is in Ashraf right now. My second sister, Nasilah, and she usually
studied together and went to university, When my beother, Houd got into university, he was just
15 years old. My sister Falibah/Farideh (sp77) zot her diploma, but she didn’t really fimsh
because of the revolution. All of them were politically active and had to leave the country.

What made you decide o become part of the MeK?

| read a book aboul the lirst MeK martyr, Mehti Rezai(?), who was 149, He came from a large
(emily, and almost all of them were exeeuted, He was so strong in delending imself in court,
they were afraid of him. Rather than speak out for himself, he spoke out about society and the
problems that were happening,

[ already had the background in the MeK, and | read forbidden books. A couple of things caught
my attention; 1) they were truthlul to their belief, not trying to fool you into joining. ) Their
leadership under Maszoud Rajavi, They were all as ong body, all on one level. No hierarchy. All
of them worked together as a group.

[ was active with the MeK in student bodies in 1978, and then the Revolution happened. At that
ape, | chose o be s mujahed, The MeK had ditferent locations during that time. Al that time the
students didn't have a specific title in the arganization. They had a name for all of the students,
“militia™, “little fighter™.

My sisters Lavia and Nasilah were active in the MeK in Ahvaz?{sounded like Atwas): and
Falihah. Houd and | were active in Tehran. Right after 1980, the MeK had a newspaper that they
used to sell and that 1lked about the group, but Khomeini had already labeled them an enemy
even though they didn’t do anvthing. He started this before Velayat ¢ Fagih. The mujahedin
believe in true Islam, Khomeini knew this and that was why he wanted them gone. In six months,
the McK supporiers’ numbers became thousands, and when Ehomeini saw that, this was when
he began to attack them. Rajavi had classes during that open time, weaching about the universe,
philosophy, and other things, Khomeini's people would see them leave the classes and would
beat themn, This drew the comparison between the MeK Islam and Khomeini™s brand of Islam.




After Khometni came to power and mace the chador mandatory, the women had a
demoensiration, and we went with them and stood with them, We were very surprised with
Khomeini. lslam doesn't dictate how you cover yourself.

In 1981, there was a 300,000 person demonstration. It was the most peaceful demonstration that
they had had. Before that, 1 was selling the MeK newspaper and they beat me and put me in
prison, Afer beating and hurassing me for a week, they let me go.

One of my cousins, Ramin Dasht, was exceuted in the 300,000 person demenstration. During
the demonstration, 1 was hit with chains so | could hardly see. As we waited at the ¢linic, Ramin
was killed and didn’{ come back. The next day, we went to identify Ramin. | wore the chador.
There were so many families there looking for their svns and daughters. There were 3 or 4
volumes there ol pictures of those who had been killed — they had taken pictares from night Lo
moming of all of the children. The doctor there told us that they had just taken all of the bodies
away and buried them. | wondered “how am | going 1o go home and tell my uncle his son is
dead?” From that moment on, his mothers depression began. Reza, Ramin's brother, was a
supporter also, and in 1981 the regime’s agents killed him.

A week before this, during a peaceful demonsiration, my sister Falibah (2 vears older), they
stubbed her in the back from behind with a machete. [t pierced her in the back through to her
heart. She had bled so much, and they took her to the hospital. Two other MeK members were
doctors and they were able to keep her there in the hospital, She had a suction on her heart 1o
keep her alive.

After this happened. and because of how they began arresting MceK members. we couldn’t stay. |
was 15 years old. We had (o hide in family members® houses in order not ta-be arrested,
Khomeini had already started executing prisoners. This was Nov./Dec, 1981, There were no cell
phones or easy access 10 iclephones. We were “underground, from one house to another, and so
the connection between us and the MeK was broken beeause we were underground.

My other sisters had gotten marricd to MeK members. My brother had gotten a job in Shiraz, He
was 21 and had been married ahout 40 days when they killed him. They also killed his wife
Maryam,

Al the same time Houd got killed by the regime, Layla and her husbhand, with help from the
family, left Iran and joined the MeK in Kurdistani Tran, Faribah and T were in Tehran and hiding.
and we didn’t have any place (o go but went from house to house of tamily and friends. We
didn’t have anvone. At our house, they would sometimes have mestings and the Mek
newspapers were there, One of the times. we came home and the regime accidentally found out
and arrested us. They arrested Falibah in 1982 but didn't execute her until 1988, among the
0000 that were executed.

My sister Nasilah and her husband (Hani Avalu?) and one-month old baby were arrested in [ 982,
She was in prison for 8 years. Her husband was a doctor, and had been a political prisoner cven
at the Shah's ime. Their twe children, Hamid and Houd, staved with my mother. Even with the
one-month old buby, they would take my mother 1o the Fvin prison and torture my sister because
they wanted to find me and Falibah.

My nephew Houd and my sister (?which one?) went in 1996 to Iraq to see 1 ayla, As soon as they
got back. the regime found out and arrested them. They bath got 3 veurs in prison.

(R




Cun you speak about how your experience has brought you fo remain an active member of the
MeK, Many wounld blame the MeK for all of this that was brougit to vour family,

| could see lor mysell what is happening in myy society, and | could see that the MeK had given
evervthing. When you know vou have such a leadership and know what they can do for people,
that's why you go on. When | see that the regime has taken away those rights, the freedom to

speak, to think, to be...and then I see these educated, intelligent people who have joined for the
same cause (o hight for those rights.

We hear a lot form the muliahs thar the familles of MeK are ashamed that they are doing this,
that they are begging them to stop. What would you say back?

[ know who my family is. Some of our distant family members. they might have been scared of
what we do, because Khomeini might go after them, Recently, | had a conversation with those
family, and they sad that they were defending us. My mom, who was fortured and pressured so
much herself. savs that they are ashamed that they cannot help us:

Lo vou have a message vou would like fo give (o the women of the West?

I'believe that all of the women together have to unite and understand the pain of people, and
never give up. Like Saba said, “we are standing until the end’. We who are fighting here in the
West and also with you, we can confinue.

L




