“But we had a chance to stand up.”
Lohreh Shiaci, 50 vears old
[she has articles that Sarvi will send]

This s my family:

Dad. a doctor — 50 when he was executed

Mom — 42 when she was executed

Older brother, a student of mythology - 27 when he was execitad
Sister Muryam, at university for literature — 24 when she was executed
Younger brother - 16 when he was executed

Brother-in-law — 29 when he was executed.

We were 3 sisters and brothers, and from my family there is just me and my vounget brother lefi.

We lived in Isfahan. My (alher was well-known and loved. My father, mother and vounger
brother were executed by firing squad with 50 others. Their erime was being supporters of the
Mek. My father, because he was s doctor, would treat them in his ollices,

When they were arrested, they wanted to bring my father on the national TV and have him speak
out against the Mok then they would free them. My mom’s answer was *my child is like
thousands of other children who are in the country without anything. And the MeK is fighting for
their freedom. [ will not go on TV and sav this,”

We also had a gathening in owr home in memory of'a voung boy who was killed by the regime, A
few months after that, Maryam and her hushand were killed in the street. My older brother was
killed in prison on the torure table.

We were a very happy family, well off, and we could have done nothing and been fine, But we
had 4 chance to stand up, [ am only talking as a witness, but if vou speak to-any MeK, their story
is the same,

P'was only 20 when all o these things were happening to me. The normal thing 15 that when this
sort of thing happens. it has to be the end of your life and world, but 1 could understand that theey
gave their lives for the better lives of their children, and thal gives me reason to live. Other
couninies have gotten their freedom by standing up, and it is now our turm,

Yeur message to the women of the West?

Really. we need your help for gerting our voice out there, Be the voice of the voiceless Iranian
women, It 15 good 1o be from one side, 10 be our voice, bul also the women in Iran who are under
the worst pressure, unable (o say snything,

None of us want anything for us. The whole reason and purpose for our fight is to free all lranian
people from the mullahs. Inany way you can, help us 1o free vur country to be like others. We
admire and value your support and that's why we have the strength 1o go on,



“There is nothing left of vou to fight”

Homyra Wasschan, 45 years old

Bomin Tchran

[she has an article in VSELfr March 2. 2011 which we need to ask for copy of]

What was the event that for you made you awareswant fo be part of the MeK?

From the time ['was 14, [ could see how the regime stops women from doing what they wani to
do and Lrom studying, and | wanted to support them. My family was also supportive of the MeK.
I beceme acrive, seeing what Khomeini was taking away, and the only organization that had the
message of freedom was the Mek., We were very aclive in schools, and Khomein was stopping
us every step on the way,

in 1980-81. I was 15 years old and was imprisoned for 3 yesrs, My erime was giving out
pamphlets by an MeK member who was arrested. They were torturing me. and that's when | gl
the symptoms of a bleeding uleer, [ dropped 10 701hs because of bad food and beatings. Also, we
would all give our food 1o the children there whose mothers were arrested. so we did niot have &
lot te eat, My kidneys shut down. Afterwards, they started me on dialvsis, but they still wouldn™
give me the right food.

I'was put in solitary for & months, There was a heater there that censtantly dripped, so [ was
sleeping or sitting in water all that time. | began 10 get arthritis. When they saw how sick I had
become, and knew my health would not let me o on and fight again, then thev freed me. “There
1s nothing left of you to fight.” This is what they said when they let me go,

I'was in the hospital for & months, After-about 18 months, Tleft lran, and when [ escaped the
country they imprisoned my parents for two menths. | was newly married to an MeK person; he
went back to Iran and they imprisoned him and execurad him, Also during this time my uncle
was in prison. They had told my mother that they would free him and that she could come with
money to the prison. When she went there. she saw his picture in the book of those who were
killed, The shock was so bad, it stopped her heart and killed her.

There were three small ones lefl in the home, myself, my é-year old sister and S-year old bhrother.
My older sister {30 now) got arrested in the 2008 election demonstration and i in prisen now.
When she wus originally arrested, they gave her the death sentence. All for joining a
dememstration. [t was the holy day of Asshura, We found out later that another reason was that
she had gone to Ashraf to visit my aunt, cousin, and another uncle, The v said she was ‘mohareh’,
she 15 sick in prison and has a fibroid that needs surgery. They will send her for that and then
bring her back to prison, Also, she has a heart problem that needs surgery, but they eannot do
anything until the fibroid is done,

Her daughter got thyroid cancer — they say it was because of the shock of her mother being
arrested,

What does your family think?

They are worried about my sister, but they don’t blame the MeK. They blame the regime. My
sister wasn't like me, wanting to be a freedom fighter: she was just a normal peréon in a
demonstration. My point is that this regime is 50 bad that all of the families have become
hostages because of having family in Ashraf,




How have you found the strength to survive your own health problems?

Al the time they arrested me, [ didn’t know a fol, but over the § years as | saw all of my prison
friends executed. Tsaw that by coming out and doing this, it 15 the only way | can make a change
Lo stop these things,

What is your message to those whe suffer physical problems?
Even though you might be physically frail or sick, that is not everything; having hope and going
on - that 15 what is impuartani,

Your message to the women of the West?
My message is the same as that of the 1,000 women in Ashraf® women in the West can believe in
that freedom for Iran and can stand with them and fight for that freedom.



MEK Interviews: February 2013, Parls France
Maliheh, 52 years old

When did you first learn of the Mek?

I rame to know them [the MEK) In 1357 in process of revalution, | had heard about them
through a man whao participated in the Shah protests with everyone else. He was later martyred.
During the demonstrations, we used to ralse pictures of the martyrs and because | have some
religlous foundations, that's why | chose the mujahedin,

What are your strongest impressions on the MeK as @ group? Individuols?

What | knew of refigion was very traditional; it was what surraunded me, from my family. When
| got ta kniow the mujahedin, | found that their view was very different from what | knew, and
that is why | was so attracied to them and chose them as an orgenization and an idea that |
would fallow, and why I'm still standing with them, What | can tafk about is their progressive

views and the values that they have, and how they appreciate the value of women and equality
of pender

Given your expectations from what you hod heard/learned, did you find the label terrorist to
be warranted?

| must say, at the tirme they were called terrorists | was still fiving In iran. You must have 2 strong
falth In your value system and in that organization, You must believe in them and when vou do
befieve, all of their dangers become your dangers and are taken upon yourself,

| was myself a supporter. | didn't know anybedy in Ashraf, and have never been, but | have been
a political prisaner myself, and my husband was a political prisomer who was martyred. | must
say that alter | spent time In prisen and after my husband was murdered. | was much more

motivated to follow through in the movement. | felt that | had more of 3 responsibility to ca rry
bath Ris burden and mine.

Before prison | used to participate in the MEK gatherings and proiests. |was arrested when |
protested in the biggest demonstration the mujahedin ever had, 1.5 millien {1981). | was
arrested because i stood up for my rights as a woman. That day, they were shooting straight on
the people (before, they were |ust shooting to the side, but this day they had permission]. | was
a witness to the shooting, but we were all running daway in the street, shouting slagans. At some
point, we were surraunded and all arrested, along with the people around us, about 15, | was
keeping the home at the time, my da ughter was 9 months old. When | was arrested, many
different people took care of her, sometimes friends, alse my mothar. There were no meetings
allowed with the outside world, so | did not get t2 see her in prison. When | witnessed other
prisoners, that same of them were so young and some so old, and that they were 50 strong, it
keptme strang as well. In general, the vast majority of them wera MEK supporters,

What memary do | have from prison? The entire period vou spend in prison, every secand,
every minute is a memaory, and repeating those memaries s not so easy, This particular
memaory | will share: a mother was to be executed, and at the moment they were taking her, she
was halding her 1 % year-old chifd, and they wanted to separate them. | was Wearing a
blindfold, so | just heard them, and | heard the mother caliing out to the chiid, ‘Zahra, fahra’ as
they were separating them, and the child was calling back. | knew this mother. They took her
away and that same night she was executed. When | left prison, | followed the story (of Zahra).



Her grandmother was taking care of her, What | know is that she & now married and has
children of her own, but to this day carries the psychological wounds.

Could you shore a story or two of an encounter that really stood out in your mind?

Yes, | was tortured in prison. It seemed to me as if the puards were sick, because how is it
possible that a person can take pleasure in tormenting another parson and feel nathing about
it? What we saw was that when the torturer was not present, the other guards were trying to fill
in s shoes, As a worman, they wanted to break you down because they thought it was beyond
your means to survive, and that was what they thought, that we could not endure this. But we
did endure it and we did stand firm in our beliefs. It seems to me that what they wanted to see
was a woman breaking down, not standing up to it, but when they saw that we were standing
firm, they were the anes breaking down. They were not human beings.

Nobody knew that | wasin prison. | was in prison for abeut 2 years, Compared to others, | feal
quite ashamed talking about it; it was not very long a time. The more you see of other people's
pain, the less you feel your awn,

What was special in my case - perhaps | was lucky, perhaps unlucky - s that they did not identify
me, 50 | was never sentenced. | feel | was unlucky, actually, because they could not find anything
an me. They just got tired and let me go. What they wanted from me was my husband, but
when they actually found him and arrested him, they had no use far me.

| wasn't sure what he was doing; | was active an my own, and he was active on his. He was a
freelancer, and a very strong activist. It was actually an interrogater who told me that he had
been arrested.

My story began after | got owt of prison. That's wher | tried to find my husband. A very short
while afier, | found out where he was, and found out that he was executed, | was never told
wihy.

| was very young, barely 22 and had a chiid, and | had no one to take care of me in that country.
When you are a woman wha has beenin prison, and when you have been imprisoned because
of an idea that the entire system is afraid of, nobody will give you a job and people are afraid of
you. When | think back, | cannot even imagine or see how It was possible for me to endure all of
that. It seerms to me that prison was easier than being on the autside,

It has not changed how | ferl ahaut the mujahedin. | feel proud of the fact that | was able ta
survive with my integrity in tact. When you are a lonely waman with a child, you might da
amything, but | did not. | kept my integrity and my faith in God, if you have na vision and no
values, then it is not possible for you to keep your Integrity,

There are many good people out there, but | wanted to stand on my own twa feet, so | wauldn't
allow people 1o help me.

| left very late because | was in the hospital when | got aut, but | ahways wanted to follow up on
my goals, to find the thing that | was locking for, that { was fighting for, So 12 vears g0 | was
able 13 leave (am 52 now],

The thing is that | was looking far them when | came out, where they were and what they were
daing, but just after | arrived {here], | found them all and became a drop of water in that ocean.




It is like being rebarn. A new life, Peaple thal | have been ipoking for for so many years —there
they were. My daughter is daing fine. She lives here {France) now, and has 2 sons.

What message would you give to the women in the West?
To the women in the West: If you do nathing for the women of lran, at the bare minimum what
vou can do s to be ciose ta this movement. This is the way in which you can do much mare for

the wormen of lran because Iranian women, while being oppressed, are also fighters, 50 what
they can da is to at least do what they can to supporl this organization.

| have a lat of hope; i | had not, | would not be here. Hope for a better future far iy people,
and | have befiaf and hope for this organization, | am sure that with the help of this movement,
miy people will see freedom,

I would like to thank you for listening to me

PMoigan, 49 years old
(shotin the leg)

I am a mother and an Ashrafi

When did you first learn of the Mek?

| was 15-16 years during the revolution, | got 1o know them through some of my friends in
school. They were 2 bit mare active than |, and they told me about them. It falt like | had been
searching for someathing, and when | gat to know them | felt like | could find everything in that
graup. | was active inschooland | participated in demonstrations. | was part of their network —
whatever they did, we were part of it. My father did not agree with the Shah, but it was just an
opinion he had —he was not an activist. He was an engineer, my mather kepl house. | have ane
brother, § years younger.

What are your strongest impressions on the MeK as o group? Individuals?

| did not wear the hijab at the time and did not coma from a religlaus family, but their [the MEK]
belief system, their activities, their courage, that they were fighting for freedom Lo this extent =
this was veryaltractive bo me. The way they treated women — aven young womean were given
Important tasks to do,

After the big demanstration in 1981, the regime's agents were Inoking all over for us to arrest
us. Despite my famiky's disagreement with me, | left home, Very often, it happened that at night
| didn't know where to go. | couldn't find homes to visit. | was in touch with all of my friends,
and we were all active together, but it was all in secret. This wasin 1316,

Could you share o story or two of an encounter that really stood out in your mind?

| was 1o meet a friend of mine and we were supposed 1o do something, and another friend had
been arrestiod, sa those at the prison knew about this meeting after torturing her, People from
Evin prison were waiting far us at the meeting. They had brought their car, and when they saw
us gathering, they took me and pulled me into the car. 5o | was brought to Evir. It was a terrible
time, because in the car on our way to Evin, they were loaking around to find any youngsters



wheo laoked suspicious ta grab and take with them. | remember driving by a yaung girt and they
said she locked suspicious.

At the gate of Evin they blindfolded me, The worst part was to witness that my other friends had
been 50 badly tortured. They were bloody, and they confronted me with them to scare me. That
was terrible for me, Imthe space where you enter, the interrogator part, everywhere you hear
the screams from people being tortured. Even under the blindfald vou can see the trail of blood
There were so many arrests made that they had no time to bring people in as one, so we all sat
together,

They hadso much information about me before | was arrested that they didn't feal thiey needed
to bother with me and could just send me right into the prison, There was a test before | went
trom the interrogation area to the prison — they wanted to see where | stood, | wasn't actually
tortured, but they do beat everybody wihen they are arvested. For a fong period of time | was
tald | was going to be executed. They wanted to be sure whether | stili felt the same way, or had
changed my mind. But a friend of mine, we both had the same story and were a team. The other
friend of mine going to the meeting was beaten very badly because she was the head of aur
team. By coincidence we were placed in the same room one night, and we talked and we apresd
on what tosay when they asked us. She told me what they had been asking ber about, and what
they asked about me, so thatl we wauld have the same story, She wanted to save me. Then che
and my other friend were both executed, The one whio revealed our meeting place, she felt so
bad if anything shauld happen to me,

Mot for a long time did my family come to visit me. The interrogator came and told me to call
horme. My mather had no idea that | was in prison, even though | had been away, The
Interrogator gave me the phone first so that she weould know it was me, then he took the phane
away and said that they had found me in the street and had arrested me, and they would let her
knoww when | would be executed,

several months [ater they were aliowed to come and see us through glass. They were 50 broken
down. They were expecting me to be executed at any moment, They couldn't even talk properly.
It was very hard for me; in my heart | felt it was not pood idea far them to come.

| wasin prison for 5 years. | knew a lot of MEK people in prison, and from autside prison as well,
Al The tirme, we were together

The Iranian regime has this special hatred for the mujahedin, but especially toward women
because they do not expect them to behave the way they did. They balieve them ta be second
class and weak. Confronting the regime is absolutely not the role of women.

What | found amazing was that not only did | have to confront the mullahs' regime; but my
father who was an Intellectual. He was sa against the way | was acting out, so | was betwasn this
and my family toa. But they were so afraid that | would get arrested and could not accept that |
would take all these risks and still be an activist,

During & period of time that | spent in another prison, there was a delegation that came from
Montazeri. The delegation took over respansibility for the prison for a perlod of time, and took
it away from the administration. They took over all the decuments of all the prisoners in the jail,
and because they toak all that away, they gave amnesty to the people in the jsil. Prisoners were
given time to spend with their families. People who had been Injured were let out for a pericd of
time to spend with their families. In that period, some who were givan time fled the country,
Those that were hospitalized actually fled from the hospital and many went to Ashraf. We knew
about this, that they ware going to escape; and even collected money for them in the prison.

We knew that they were not coming back. So in that period of time, | was also free.



what | heard afterwards was that after the reglme found out about the people who fled, they
|ust took everyone to Evin, and things became worse.

The mujahedin sent units to Iran to help the people leave the country at that time. Gne af the
units got me out of Iran to Ashraf, But | went back twice because when you arrived in Ashraf,
you were given a chaice —you could stay or you could go back and help others to gel OUt, 50 I
went back twice. It was very difficult and | remember every bit of it. it was dangerous because
they knew us, since we had been prisoners. Smugglers helped us out,

| rernember when we were fleding the country that because | had been arrested, if thay gat me
again they would do us much mare harm. 50 1 made two hard choices in & very short period of
time: one was to choase to flee and come 1o Ashraf, and two was that after being In prison for
sa long, | chose to come back and help the others, because someane else actuslly did risk their
life to help me. | thought, it's not good far me to feel that now that | have everything, | don't
care for the rest. Just like me, the others needed ta come out.

| was at Ashraf 1366-72, and once again in 1374, but befare the bombing of iran started the
second time, we had already teft Ashraf to help the resistance outside. They were Trying to
arganize the network outside in difterent countries and clties. They set up presidential offices.

| was hit by a bullet just before the Iran-lrag war ended. A1 the time that they had a truce, and
wie-maved towards Tehran. | remember they were saying (even though I'myself was part of a
team) that we lived in houses and there was immoral activity going on, but | knew this not to be
true,

| rememiber a different incident that the Iranian regime has been spreading information about,
They tried to say that we were part of anlragl brigade, but we had nothing to do with the Iragis.
Whien we participated in that move [to Ashraf], we decided to sacrifice ourselves to that we

could make a path for others. Many were kiiled and many were wounded, and many became
hostages.

Many people are relatives of mujahedin, so they kmow the truth about them. | must admit that
the two times that | went back inside ran 1o help others, | was so amazed at how peaple
supported us

We were actually part of the first 1eam that was specific to women, it used to be all men who
worked with the smugglers. During this time, the others had worked so much with the
sMuggiers, so the image | had was so different of them. They found it very hard to wark with a
team of women, The first time, they were very hard on us. They changed their minds after a
while, bacause they saw that we were running as fast as they were running, so they started
calling us sisters. But the first time | went to Tehran, | remember, we had addresses of people
and we wera suppozed to find them to go and get them, \We had a short time in which to leave
the smugglers, find Lthe people; and come back. | remernber that | was given an address the first
lime to stay that night, but the people whose address | had said that they were very afraid and
tald me not to come. 5o | spent that night outdoors, and | had no idea what to do. All of the
peaple | knew, | had heen tokd never to seek them oul, because then it would be known that |
was thore: | remember that there wes a cab driving by, and when | saw it | thought il was a
miracle, that | could just sit in the cab and not have to sleep in the street. While we wera driving,
[ tried to talk to the driver to figure out if he was friendly to the mujahed, or with the regime, He
was a young man, and | finally told him | was with the mujahed, and he was shocked. He pulled
aver and stepped. He said, "why are you tefling me this?' He was very afraid. | said to him, ‘the
fact that I'm telling you this, 'm the one whao is risking my life, 5o then he said ‘what can | da for
your” | said, ‘nght now | have nowhere to sleep, and if | am an the street, they can have me



arrested at any moment. Then he started thinking and said, 'I've heard of the mujahedin, but
I've never seen one.' 50 he took me to his home, but he was thinking, ‘what am i going to tell my
mother? It was one or two in the morning.

He told her that | was staying the night and would have to stay a coupla of days, and she said
nathing. | think she knew, He ended up driving me to all of the addresses during the three days
that | spent thers, He was actually such & good man; he collected a lot of money for us, and he
was willing ta look like a part of our group so that pasple would bafieve we were all together
The last night before we [eft, he gave me a card and said, if you come back, or your friends, 1ell
them 7o call me and | will kelp.” | very often think of that taxi driver.

The second time | went back, it was the same thing - people were so good to me. The work we
were dolng was risky and hard,

The second time we had to leave for Zahadan to catch up with the smugglers, but we had lost
the ticket to get there, so the day before | went Lo a travel agency. | checked them out and they
seemed to be normal citizens, and | said that | would like to speak to the manager. | was
pretending ta be someone else, wearing a long black veil, but they thought | was a hezbolli. They
brought me to the manager, and i said that | was a mujahed and was here on a mission. At first
hie was really shocked, but then said that | had to come with Him immediately because he was
very terrifled. He put me in his car and just left. He asked why | did it this way — wasn't | afraid
he might be with the regime?

He ended up helping us with all the tickets, but he told us please, don't just do this again, tell
someone 'I'm a mujahedin on a misslon’,

Whaot message would you give to the women [n the West?

To the women of the West: | believe that the history of the struggle of the women wha Tight is
very rich and that's the reason we have sister Rajavl, It's Iike all of the history and all of the
struggling of these years have come together and are symbolized in her. When our leadership
was taken over by a woman, there was a change In the guality of our wark, and it was amazing
towatch how the men changed.

Many of those peaple wha have been martyred, | have seen them with my own eyes. All the
pictures, all the young girls. | believe that even though in western countries the women seem 1o

have all the rights, It i still not the case. There are things that you don't see that keep it fram
being the case.

I believe that everyone can come together and use this exparience of ours so that they are not

indifferent to what is happening in the world — so that there will come a day that the whole

world is united and peopie are not so polarized, and there |5 no longer a whole group of people
thinking that our pain s not theirs.



