Cnly When Women Sing

26 not show me tiny crowds of handpcked men;
do not regale me with films of gunfire i the ur-
these mean nothng,

Show me instead the mothers,

pictuges of long-dead sons at thew breast;
shew me their sisters, whose brothess
und hushands never came home;

let me sec thedr joy, if they have i

Show me battalions of hede g, of you can—
healthy and learned, with futures and names.
Sherw me their mothers, with homes all armayed
m abundance and peace, with color and song,

Do aot pronounce victores, missions aceomphshed,
when tyranrs go skulking from palace (0 hole:

show me the women, show me the old,

wreathed now in hope, with a sense of s over',
formerly broken, nowr a little more whole.

It will only be victory when women ging in the streets,
their veils firmly chosen and anchored i place,

or off and waving, if they have the taste,

but both equally safe—in chonse, m live, o leam, tir love.
It will only be wictooy when the women sing,

{Carnle B, Fonramne
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