PSaLM-DRAMA =
& ohe-act drama of the Voices of the Psalme
by
Carale Fontaine

THE PLAYERS
Book: all woices
Hymne: at least four voices
Laments: at least four voices
tLeader: may be one of the above
Women’s Voices: drawn from the company of Hymns and Laments

The Yoices enter, and stand in a semi-circle, allowing
individuals to step forward into groups or center as they speak,
and back again. As they come in, they play cymbals, timbrels,
pipes and harps (dulcimer or autoharps), and other appropriate
instruments.

A Leader thumps the qround smartliy three times with a staff,

Book: We are the Psalms.
We are the voices of Israel s Jor,
Home of Yahweh, who dwelle tn our praises,
Haven of humankKind, who weeps our complaints.

Hymns: We are the songs of Israel’'s Praise:
e are the hymns. OFf history, creation
we sing what we Know:
Yahweh hac made us. Yahweh has saved us.
Yahweh i3 coming. Yahweh will act.

Hymn Yoice 1: We are Songs of Zion,
mountain and King!

Hymn Voiece 2 e are Meditations
of Torah and Wisdom!

Hymn Yoice 3¢ We are Enthronement!
we are ThankKsgiving!

Hrmn Yoice 1: e sar,
I will 1ift up mine eyes
unto the hills,
from whence cometh my strength!

Hymn Yoice 2: UWe sar,
Happy are those who walk in mr Way!
Happr are those who sing my praise,
Fraise of the Torah, War of the Most High!
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Hymns:

Hy¥mn voice 1

Hymn voice 2

Laments:

Lament Yoice

Laments;

Lament #1:

Lament #2:

We say,
YHWH »imiokt The Lord ever reigns!
Let oppressors beware!
Let nature tremble!
We are the vogices of harp and timbrel,
gacrifice of sweet smells, grain,
first fruits, ard oil,
Bblood of the innocents spilled on the ground.
We are the songs of lsrael s Praisei
We are the hymnse. GFf history, creation
we sing what we Know:
Yahweh has made us. Yxhweh has saved us.
Yahweh is coming. Yahweh will act.

& 941 We sing of creation; we sing every day.
We tell of God's essence, God’'s everyday acts.

We sar,
God made the earth, and the fullness thereof!
Springs gush forth, and all life is watered.

How great are Thy works, 0 Maker ot Lite!

& 3: We sing for the gathered!

We praise special dars

in Saluvation’'s history:

the times of the covenant,

the community’s lite, the glory of Kings--
we tell how God made them!

let God ever reign!

We are laments, the soul”’s lamentations.
We are the ones who look on the Pit,
and come forth rejoicing.

1: The cries of the lone one,

The calls of the gathered,

speak in our outcry: Let Yahweh act!
Invoking Redeemer, describing our plight,
we petition the Haly,

by pitecus outcry.

e sar,

The waters surround me,
they cover my neck!

In death no one praisss——
et Yahweh act!

We say,

life i= too brief

to languish this wav,
weeping by night,
gasping by day.

Let Yahweh act!



LLament #3:

Lamentse: We

We =zay,

This is none of my doing,
but cruel enemy!

Let a1l evil loosened

be lifted from me,

turned back to the sorcerer!
God, detiver me!

cry for the gathered,
the communal complaint,
to smoothe Yahweh’s faces,...

Leader {an aside %to the audiencel:

(Yahweh has many faces!)

Laments <(continuing’:

Laments #3 &

to goothe, motivate,
WE 53y,

41 lWe are your people!

This is your King!

Bid you not swear to David

by covenant of old?

Why don‘t you support us?
Evildoers be cursed!

Have we forgotten? Have we betrared?
If we sinned, forgive us!

What else can we say?

What You did for gur forebears
Do once more today!

Hymns (fto the Laments):

You are nathing without us!

e soothe your cries,

gncircling with praise.

From us »ou come, returning again
an endless spiral,

singing of change.

Laments (to the Hymnes):

Lament #1:

We are the greater. We do not deny

that praise shapes the ocutcry,

but we see the +farther into the dark.

You play the poet; we wield the Knife

as soul“s physician. We speak of 3ll li+fe,
and not just the bright.

We Know reversal from grieving to jov;

We end by thanksgiving: our God is so great!

I don"t. I'm Psalm 88B.



Laments (to Lament #i):
You are the exception
that tests the great rule
of God’s people suffering:
Both ways are true.

Book: lle are the Psalms.
We are the voices of Israel’s Joy,
Home of Yahweh, who dwells in our praises,
Haven of humankind, who weeps ...

Women“s Voices (breaking in and interrupting the Book chorus):
Mo, wait-—there’s more:
Mot everyone speaks!
We are the Fsalter that isn’t there:
Praigse of the God/dess
whose Body is Earth,
grief for the stillborn,
Jov for the live birth,
curse for the rapist,
cure for the abused.
lde are the Psalms that men never used,
agur community silenced,
our singers made mute.
Untilt we have voices,
Fsalms are not complete,
The unheard lament,
the unformed praise--
the Psalter must bear this all of its dars.

Laments {to the lomen):
Our Saving Rewversal sars,
"Sing a new song!"
What men said God accepted
cannot linger long,
it singers repent
and sound a full Psalter,
found, formed, +illed and strong!

Book : Hallelu-Yah! Praise the Lord!
Praise God in his sanctuary;
praise her in her mighty firmament'
Praise him for hies mighty deeds;
praise her according to her exceeding greatness!
Praise him with trumpet sound;
praise her with lute and harp!
Praise him with timbrel and dancej
praise her with strings and pipe!
Pratse him with sounding cumbals;
praise her with loud ctashing cymbals!
lLLet everything that breathes praise the Lord!
Fraise the Lord! Hallelu-Yah!



