b ! Preface

The stories here are stories of courage and endurance they are stories of hope and
astonishing resilience, The women who speak in this book were ordinary peaple who
became extracrdinary as they encountered and responded to extreme situations

Uit LS AR™

The stories presented here are true, collected from rea) persons and presented witha
minimuimn of editing, They have not been artificially enhanced to make anyone look better
orworse, more or less ethical, or any different from hew-our Participants chose to present
themselves. These oral narratives of women from the j!ﬂu‘ple 5 MDlEI]lEH’iﬂ\ﬂf Iran, ur their
female supporters, were sollcited via In-person mmﬁ'lms over the muraEHEUUQ to 2013,
during evenis held in Parls or Auvers-sur- L}he.ﬁhnce The interviews I.rwuwlgd a
collective proce ﬂfﬂuﬂguns was pregénted by me, the Narrator, to Lﬂ&
participant; an editor, |ennifer ';hs uuk n.i?zs during the interviews for all ex#pt one (M,
Saremi, se festimony was recordéd fro 2 memory of the fi Ft less formal Interview),
._zl.mf sha—ﬁfer pullahed the I:ngh-:h but hﬁt e turns of hmsqumque usages of pun-native
~ as they occtlrred; to preserve the flavor of the
stories jb;t!d Ms. Nasrin Saifi, an Iraman ex-patriot now living in the United States, served as
the transtator for most of the dnterviews, She was aided” - Sarnaz Chitsag, :}’.‘L’the
Women's Commitiee of the National Council of BSistance in Iran, and Militia Farjan, a
supporter of the feminist muv&‘ne’ht ﬁ:ir ﬁa_girnt! hat . !

ihﬂ;ﬂ:{pﬂrlﬂnm nrhearln;ELheﬁ;-_atnﬁgs affEiprisonment, abuse; gengelde, and
resistance ‘-lm'-: a disturbing one li‘;rr all involved. Often, all of us paused to weep, and tiny
pasps of caught.g:rreath served as @i accompaniment to the episodes related. A spiritof
collective kmshipﬁmm ged from thbw tealralives, giving comfort to all asswne. Oric ;T
manslator expressed ber deep gratitude for the work undertaken herg, vhich: ihité the
sisters of the MeX held in & prison camp (Camp "Liberty”) in Irag, goef their underground
supportors in Iran were still in danﬁﬂfi‘-hthare Wiz no time for ﬂﬁmrﬂu ltave their struggles
in order to do the waork of sharing what these Wﬂm;n ds d groug hau_l been through. |nsuch
circumstances, they felt that having 4 known :-.uppurttm._q.nd tr'l.tlsted ac‘ade%auﬂmr lake
up thart task was a great blessing for their cause, I' : Y 1 b

.ﬂ:"‘

In fact, it was a privilege to

g I|.-'.r|th tI':EH;ﬁ: qth:ﬁn anl, hum faithful kee ;
their words; we always lelt feeling

a;wyé@m ones wh :ﬁQad hﬁen blessed
In order to make these wonien's E}peﬂ 5 in 2 ngé]!t‘#‘iuahm rh%a

movement more accessible and undcmtaitddh[ﬂ %\E in the West, ﬁq;- Include here
also a chapter or two on the history of the MOVEMENT 8 Mojahedine Khalq (the Iranian
designation for the PMOI - Peoples’ Mojahedin q‘_r“;in}, and the theolagical insights of its
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leader, Maryam Rajavi. The history lesson on the group's political and armed struggles and
how It earned them the unwarranted label of 'terrorist” was composed hy Col. Wesley
Martin (ret) of the U5 Army (with some editing by the present writer], Wes served for
surme years as the Head Coordinator of the Counter-Terrorism Theatre in Irag and
Alghanistan during and just after those ll-fated wars, and came to know "the Ladies” well
during his posting in Irag, when he was in constant contact with the leaders and members
of the MeK in their self-built Ashraf City, in the Diyala Provinee of Irag, about 60 miles
north of Baghdad. General Dave Phillips, (ret) U.S. Army, served as the head of Security at
Ashrafl, and was there whien members were interviewed by the "Alphabet Apencies” whao
found nota terrorist among them. Other generals who served at Ashraf came to know
these women and men well. After the transfer of sovereignty from the Coalition Forces to
Lthe government in Baghdad in 2009, together military eye-witnesses have served as
whistlehlowers, An unrelenling campaign of slander dand disinformation about the Mek
oozes out of Tehran and its fanatical, fundamentalist [slamic regime. Honorable men have
lost stars and standing by their willingness to unveil the truth of this long-standing
[tesistance Movement. They have been vilified by State Department officials, and
ultimately, required defense in court for the unfair charges leveled against them.

L5, Eurapean and Muslim political leaders ranging from conservative to liberals have
Added their voices to the choir of military men calling for the protection of these dissidents
from Iran and its puppets in Baghdad. Despite the machinations of the Iranian and Iragj
governments, it is worth noting that, despite the US State Department’s collusion with its
Tehran-backed allies in the Iragi government, the women and men of the Resistance
continued to be viewed as faithful and [ruitful allies and sources of intelligence in the
struggle for a pro-democratic Iran, one which is free of nuclear arms anid which no longer
sponsors terrorism throughout the region. In fact, the provision of intelligence to the
United Nations Atomic Weapons watchdog groups and the West about Iran’s secret nuclear
Installations is one of the very reasons why Tehran is determined to exterminate this
group, with the willing aid of the Shi'ite undamentallsts who populate the new ‘free’ post-
war lrag.

The simple truth is that, in the absence of any evidence of terrorist activity on the
part of the MeK after extensive investigation by the CIA, NSA, and US Armed Forves, the
women and men of Ashraf City were declared to be Protected Persons under the Fourth
Geneva Convention by both the United States and the United Nations. They voluntarily
disarmed, and were granted civilian refugee status within Irag, and given the promise of
protection by the US Avmy and the United Nations once all governmental functions were
transferred to Irag In 2009, This promise carried with it the provision of medical care,
humanitarian services, resettlement to third-party nations, and forbade any extradition
{refoulement) to lran where the members of the Resistance would certainly be tortured




and executed. As the so-called "moderate” president of Iran, Rohani, came to power and
publivally declared his intention of playing a game of delay by pretending to negotiate with
the West [thereby giving [ran the time to complete its ambition to become a nuclear
puwer), the intelligence provided by the MeK network inside Iran has become a key target
of the Mullahs® elimination of all dissent, Rohani had been a henchman of earlier
“moderate” President Khatami, both noted for their ruthless executions of pelitical
prisoners of consclence within Iran's jails. before conceding to Western demands on the
Human Rights fronts, as a prerequisite to mutually-heneficial negotiations and trade. This
acl took place before a display of Tehran's cynical calculation. Rohani, like Khaterl before
him, presses on with the policy of doing away will all political opposition so that when the
West mentions Human Rights violations, there are no survivors left to testily to those facts.
In fact, this "meoderate” president has hung over 1,000 of his citizens in his [rst year,
surpassing his mentor. The Mourning Mothers network inside [ran, women with nothing
left to lose after the imprisonment and execution of their sons and daughters by the
Mullahs, keeps careful watch over unscheduled and unannounced executions within lran's
notorious prisons. Working with the MeK inside lran, they have been able to send
information to the United Natiens, documenting that it is mostly the prisoners who are
MoK who are currently being execated in droves. Why, we may ask, are those particular
prisoners considered so dangerous to the existing government? MeK prisoners are the
survivors of Khateml and Rohani's earlier Human Rights violations inside the prisons of the
regime, and they are keeping watch and counting up numbers during their long
imprisonments. Their information finds its way to the mothers of the dead, and fraom there
It makes its way to the outside world,

One must sympathize with the Mullahs' difficulties: It's hard to masquerade as a
reformer when the world has hard evidence to the contrary. It's hard to pretend you are
not waorking Lo weapoenize plutonium when your countryfolk send the location of your
secret installations Lo the gulside world, In both cases, itis the MeK that routinely unmasks
the internal crimes against humanity thatare the everyday norm within Iran.

[t is no wonder that the real terrorists want these women and men dead. Aded to this
the sophisticated and astute female leadership of the movement, and the Mullahs’ ideology
of constitutionally justified female inferfority melts like a wet witch. In the face of a fierce,
intelligent and courngeous female Opposition that inspires men born into sexism to reject it
whaolesale, MeK men have transformed themselves into new belngs who are quite capable
of embracing female leadership. Tehran has noanswer to this other than its usual one;
denial, death, and more death,

The voices here amply illustrate why Tehran is alraid; hear them, and tremble. The
women who tell their stories of midnight courage, and daytime torture, of longing and
lawving, of imprisonsd baby girls who are ted by an entire cell block sharing their rations,
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mathers emboldened by the deplh of their loss, are all here, testifying to what makes the
Mullahs pace their mansions, wringing their hands:

Women are strong.
Women are powerful

Women endure.




ASurvivor People: The Power of Personal Narrative

Why are we telling the stories of such human disregard for basic decency of human life?
Why do we ask you to read the narratives of survivors in a distant land with a history that
is not much known by regular citizens in the West? Why should you read on?

The stories here participate in the Human Rights tradition of personal testimony gathered
from survivars as evidence for crimes against humanity. Hopefully, the events narrated
here will one day be brought to judgment in Internatlonal courrs that make such matters
their forus. Such stories are spawned by what trauma psychologists refer to as 'extreme
situations’.

Extreme situatons dre classified as circomstances and events where normal rules do not
apply. Hence, people are not always able wo cespond in traditional ways that they have
learned because, in a very real way, they have been taken by surprise by a radically-altered
circumstance whose rules they do not understand. People who survive extreme situations
often find themselves with not only physical wounds from their ordeal, but also emotional
and intellectual wounds that are not as visible to others. These latter states roughly
correspond to the form of combat injury we now know as posttraumatic stress disorder
(FTSD}. The situation for dissidents as well as ordinary people in Iran is such that,
tragically, daily events offer conslderable opportunities to become acquainted with
traumatic stress.

MeK: Beyond PTSD

Posttraumatic stress disorder is something with which those who provide support services
for veterans are very familar. Usually thought of as a "disease’ aftlicting mainly males in
and after combat experiences, the collective PTSD of women prisoners has in recent years
begun to meril the same attention and study. Studies of women in the Holocaust may
provide some parallels. We find that people who have been broken by war, political or
domestic abuse that is ongoing, as well as victims of normal vielence have difficulty moving
un to productive life even though they may have survived the primary event of extreme
abuse. The women and men of the MeK are remarkable, as you will see in their stories, for
the way they sought a different explanation of their suffering - one that empowered them
to move beyond their personal brokenness into torchbearers for human rights and a civil
society defined by decency and compassion, We ask you to persevere in reading thelr
stories so that their courage, commitment, and example may be added to the resources of
human resilience that all persons everywhere need to incorporate intn thelr own ways of

heing,

Trauma psychologists tell us that three things are necessary to make the move from
surviving to thriving First, the ciccumstances in which the abuse |s taking place and the
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abuse (tsell must end, No person, no matter how resilient, committed or thoughtful, can be
expected to progress through the stages of healing as long as they are still at hourly and
dally risk of more terture in human treatment or despair. 1t is:a sad truth that the entire

country of lran and not just the Mel and expatriates around the world, are daily continuing
lo experience the terror and threat that is Iran’s only way of retaining power for the
theocratlc elites who run the country. Whether it is a person inside Iran struggling to make
ends meet under an inept regime, a member of a dissident group currently at risk in Irag,
or an expatriate living in the West, everyone has daily evidence before them - hangings,
public harassment for the slightest infractions of medieval law codes, and outright acts of
violence against people and families, are arriving every day.

i such circumslances, those who have thrown in their lot with the feminist resistance are
actually existing in a healthier mode of being: they know that their enemies are real and
determined to wipe them out; they know that they are trapped between political forces at
the International level; and they understand that their struggle is ongoing. They are playing
‘long game”, one that is both personal and national, The edds against them are enormous,
Yet, they are not helpless; they act, even when those actions do not seem to bear fruit or
represent only a minute fraction of what needs to be done to reestablizsh a humane and
wholesome government in their country. They have moved from helplessnessto
dedication, from nursing their woundsto planning for a future whose end they may never
see. There is a lesson here about the role of a collective vision in sustaining individual
resistance and hope.

Second, in order to move into healthy survivorship, the survivor must find a way to
reconnect with a community of support, and that community is essential in validating the
reality of their suffering. Iln particular, public acknowledgement of the situation of abuse
must take place as part of the goal of ending such profoundly damaging experiences, The
solidarity of the community, often public, often private, is sometimes taken in the form of
empathetic listening to what the survivor has experienced. It is important that the
surviver's view of the world is accepted as a real and genuine coping response in the
middle ot events which are extreme, and require strengths in a person which they were
never taught to develop. Hence, the community becomes a living resource, a kind of
encyclopedia of human capacities for resilience, and the survivor, validated by a public, can
move on, assured that at least a few people understand why they may think or act as they
ilo.

Third, survivors move into the realm of thriving when they have been validated to the point
where they can again trust their responses to evil and act in a commensurate way. [tlsa
curious fact that most survivers of torture, war, and other forms of physical /emotional
trauma only truly reclaim their lives when they dedicate sume portion of their selves to the
prevention of the same kinds of dreadful treatment they themselves have experienced.
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The MeK has provided a crucible in which survivors of pelitical terror, sexual and other
forms of torture, and long Imprisonment under appalling conditions have been able to get
ol with not just their own lives, but envisioning and building a new and healed life for their
whole country, The work of the MeK in attempting to empower [ranian society to make
better choices and necessary changes has brought together all of the necessary ingredients
that survivors need to change thelr world and the world of their descendants. First, the
MeK have made the breakthrough from helpless imprisonment to empowered resistance -
even while some of them remaln imprisened in Iran or lrag - by setting up bases and
working groups in Iraq and around the world, They have token a step that moves them
closer to a new world, which they dream and yearn for and for which they are already
engaged in daily work to achieve. While the abuse has not vet [ully stopped, nevertheless
the MeK have become the candle whose faint but steady light illuminates the dark and
dangerous path ah¢ad.

The MeK has also met the second requirement for promoting survivorship: they have
unmasked the dirty secrets of Iranian prisons, illegal nuclear installations, and a worldwide
campaign of disinformation. They have provided ongoing suppaort for refugees from Iran,
networked with other groups under attack from [ranian proxies like Hezbollah, Hamas, and
Assad’s Syrian army, and smuggled infarmation and important military intelligence out of
Iran to the West, Their many speeches and events repeatedly highlight and lift up the
courageous example of those who have been the Mullahs’ victims, They celebrate
worldwide the incredible bravery of ordinary people who have responded to non-erdinary
events in astonishing ways. Many who have started out as suspicious of the MeK have
become ardent friends and supporters. This is precisely because of their decades-long
persistence in bringing the state of the Iranian people to the attendon of the world, even as
the Mullahs brand them as terrorists and attempl to keep the veil of a religious Revelution
as a cloak for what s going on inside their borders: Said one State Department insider
recently, "if the MekK are not whom they have shown us they are, it is the best, longest
running, mast compelling charade in political history.” Currently flush with legal successes
from around the world in defeating the Mullahs’ allegations of terrorism, the MeK is
currently moving along the continuum of "terrorists” to “dissidents” to “best-vetted
apposition movement in the Mid-East”, [FN; MeK shackled by...7777)

Finally, the peeple of the Mek have taken up as their task the goal of preventing the
continuation of a fanatical and brutal regime. They maintain a thorough and vibrant
network within lran os the people inside that country struggle to use what means are
avallable to them wo bring about politcal change. If the MeK succeed [n thelr guest to turn
Iran Into a vibrant, diverse, economically-stable, and member-in-good-standing of the
world community, they will have eliminated the conditions which perpetuate torture. They
will have removed a state sponsor of religlous terrorism as a key actor in the travails of the




region of the Mideast, Il they succeed, they will have embodied & progressive [& fiscal
support??] Islam that adheres to the teachings of the Prophet, but interprets them [n ways
that enhance human dignity, global peace, and the planet's deliverance. Simpiy by enduring,
the MeK has been able to show their countrylolk that they are not helpless, that the
Mullahs terror can be opposed, and that individual lives and choices matter.

We Invite you to read these stories as part of a journey of Social Recovery, The West, and in
particular Britain and the United States, has a long history of interference in the politics of
the Mideast. These colonial violations have nol always been good histories, and have, In
fact, set the stage for Khomeini's murderous theft of the Revolution of 1979, The West is
now faced with another turning point in its relations to Iran: will we continue with war and
econgmic bargalning, or will we insist on hasic human dignity as a baseline for all members
of the human community? As we in the United States ponder our own loss of power ro
order the world as we please, it is interesting that Iran in the form of the MeK offers us back
knowledge we will find useful in our own revitalizaton of national self-image, We must
stop the abuses that torture our own people or the globe; we must stand in solidarity with
survivors of the tragic wars that have taken place in this new century, and we must stop
engaging in fruitless behaviors that have already failed numerous times. Finally, the MeK
has shown us how to prevent becoming a tarturing state by their faithfulness to a vision of
a compassionate, secular, Muslim-majority state where women, religious minorities, and
even political dissidents may all count on equal treatment under just laws.

Tellers of Tales/

It is no small thing to declare oneself a teller of tales, and take up a cycle of stories as
ane's own. In some cases, telling stories of the past seems like a prophetic form of active
resurrection of those long dead: by mouth to mouth retelling of What Happened, the dead
live once more, often, and repeatedly. In other cases, the telling of invented stories—
“liction” or "mylhology” as sume moderns might characterize the genres—becomes a tour
de force of unigue imagination that can shape a culture: “...these are the stories of the
Starship Enterprise....” or "Long. long ago in a galaxy far, far away...". Would we have
‘smart phooes’ or 30 printers, MRIs and "Cat"scans without these futuristc steries that
helped 20t century culture imagine its own future as something very different from its
past? Would the young have learned Lo speak of what was once known as 'spirit’as The
Force', or would the old have dreamed of medicine that could reverse so much of the
burden of age? Probably not; for without the legacy of stories, reimagined and passed on in
media which, while different from the oral tales of the past, nevertheless retained the shape




and power of the storles and poems of carlier ages, we would remaln 'stuck’ in the actual,
and ignorant of the possible.

And so the heritage and the necessity of storytelling, narrating, composing,
performing, and in our age, researching, writing and publishing, goes on without pause.
Yes, it may currently be the fashion to shape one's abrupt punctuations of life’s staries into
124 characters, or a fleeting image in time snapped on a phone camera, able (o fly around
the atmosphere ke Puck girdling the Earth at Oberon's command. But it is not until such
snippets are joined ogether, "threaded” in juxtaposition of replies or like contributions,
thiat an actual narrative - a story - emerges, And such forms of relling are not to evervone's
taste, nor is their ability to outlast the moment yet apparent Still, elder penerations must
remaln open to the possibilities of Twittered Tales and Snapchatted Sagas, for just as some
cummunities took laments from the biblical Psalms and made of them the cxpressive Blues,
stories and poems, like Murder, will out. The Telltale hearts of humanily are always
composing, and tastes, tempes, and methods can, may and will change. As we will see
below, some stories of vppressed peoples are now found In their most shocking truth on
Facebook, or flitting, like a wraith, from proxy server to proxy server, as Power seeks to
suppress a people's need to tell the truth of their lives to the world.

With trepidadon, then, this teller of tales speaks to you now of stories which have
nit yvet had their endings written, punctuated by poems in celebration or agonizing
reflection on the grieving that happens along the way. A scholar of the ancient past of tha
what we now call the "MidEast” and monotheistic "Scriprures”, Tam used to stories and
poems whose endings have broken ofl the edge of the clay tablet, or torn-away from the
outside of the papyrus roll. PostModern critics say such moments in a scholar’s life invite
the insertion of oneself into the 'gap’, that the loss of endings only embodies the way that
the propaganda of any Lext, any story, eventually betrays itself as partial, an inevitable
betrayal of the very claims of truth that often impelled the story to be told. Perhaps thatis
trug, and not so bad a way 1o view the lost ending of Middle Kingdom Egypt's Tale of the
Eloquent Peasant, but when the stories one tells are of martyrs who did live, who did give
their lives for a belief, or who might vet live, if only the weorld knew their story and cared—
in such cases;, PostModern theory must address itself to the Ether of MetaTheory, for it has
no place on the ground where stories are written in cruelty, sacrifice and blood.

S0, I invite you, Gentle and Determined Reader, to read on, even though | cannot
promize you endings as of yet. The story told here is of the determined resistance
movement led by women, for the sake of women and girls, and currently being enacted in
the refugee and prison camps of lrag, in the prisons of Iran, in the dogged work of Homan
Rights activists in the great capitals and courts of the "civilized" world. This is the story of a




particular group of the feminists of Iran, the Mojahed of the Mujahedin-e-Kalg.! The story
begins in the Universities and the coffee-shops of Tehran, Shiraz, and Tabriz under the
wretched colonial rule of Shah Pahlevi, and written in blood during and after the "Islamic
Revolution” of the brutal Ayatollah Khomeini in 1979, This story is taking place now in the
notorious Evin Prison, Iran’s own Bastille, and in the crimes against humanity being
committed in the name of the United States and the sovereign nation of post-war Irag. The
characlers are living, breathing women and the men wha follow their leadership, and they
wedve through a maze of obstacles placed before them by an pil-hungry and blind
posteolonial West, and the devicus and bankrupt fundamentalist state still dominating the
long suffering people of Iran. The Dead, martyrs of the Reststance movement, live among
these stories also, for the story began with them, and they have entrusted its ending to the
next generation of those who hunger and thirst after righteousness for their people. And,
ves, the Teller of these Tales has also taken on a life in these stories also. This recorder of
heartbreaking oral histories of these women and their Beloved Dead began as an activist
observer volunteering for a Non-Governmental Organization which considers the problems
of women and religion from the standpoint of United Nations promulgations: But just as
steries rarely end where they began, neither has the activist: the Observer has become
Narratar, a committed family member, hoping with storles to atene in seme small part for
the shame of her own government and the unknowing people to whom it lies,

For these are stories Lhat matter: life and death are in the power of the Tongue, the
biblical Buok of Proverbs tells us, and here that power is shamelessly and shape-fully
deployed. 1 make no secret of it: | believe that if you hear {read) the unvarnished stories of
these women, you will come, as | have, to care what happens to them and the people for
whom they sacrifice themselves, As a religious schelar, | think of them as the "Daughters of
Allah"—though that moniker is totally unlslamic, and not one they themselves would care
to own=-—because of their similarities to the female Christian martyrs of the early Church,
pirls and women who believed, and in that belief in the poassibility of salvation for all,
became courageaus members of One Family whose Father was God.  Thecla, Felicity,
Perpetua, and the rest: they went to the arepaand died in droves for their belief in
salvation, and the Church hailed them—and their brothers martyrs—as the Daughters and
sons of God. Today, we are fving in a new era of Martyrdom, as Islam worldwide struggles
to reclaim its soul [rem vialence, terror and bigotry, In this conflict, the Feminist
Resistance in Iran and lrag represents a ray of hope, a radical alternative, a worthy cause
about which one should care passionately.

" Also known in the West as the PMOL: The People’s Mojahedin of lear; the NCR-1 (National Coungil of
Resistance in Iran) is the political arm of thas group; and some of the PMO1 are members of the NLA, the
saricmal Liberation Aoy
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And perhaps together, that caring can write a new end to the familiar story of
horror, sacrifice, and hope.




THEAMERICANS | — | ,,
mews Waomd Fhullime (el !
oot zealotry, In

iThs
In defense of the residents of Camp Ashraf, | need to mal(c fa preamble ab
my answers below, | sound somewhat critical of the MeK's'dedication and absolute focus
on thelr mission, but | need to explain up front. Thelr actions and personality, when
described sound a lot like zealotry, Yes, they are zealots, but for a very good reason. | have
yet to meet a member of the MeK who does not have a personal story of tragedy caused by
the current Mullah Regime. They include the murder of a brother, the hanging of a sibling,
the stoning of a mother, unwarranted incarceration and torture to name but a few. 1f those
personal experiences don't create a psyche tor zealotry, | don't know what does. They are
goal people thrust by events into a unique situation. They may be zealots, but they are not
terrorists. Dave Phillips, 22 August 2012

When did vou fTrst learn of the MeK?

During the buildup to the invasion of Irag, my 52 Cfficer (Intelligence) provided reports on
each of the significant greups in Irag; Republican Guards, Iragi Army, Police and a little
known brigade sized organization of [ranians called the MeK. He gave me a synopsis an the
proup and a determination that they may fight on the side of the Iragis. My 52 added, don't
worry about this group,. We'll have lttle to dowith them. [Ha, T should have had chills run

up my sping)

Griven your expectations from what you had heard/learned, did you find the label
terrorist to be warranted?

When [ first rolled through the gates of Camp Ashraf in 2003, | had already been to the Mek
Camp at Hillah, Fallujah and downtown Baghdad. Camp Ashraf elosely resembles the Camp
just east of Fallujah, but is much more remote. My impression of the MeK was irrelevant,
because | was told they were terrorists by the State Department and that was good enough
for me, | was happy to poke the terrorists in the eye in retribution for 911, Tt didn't matter
that they had nothing to do with 911, but the label of being a terrorist group was good
enough for me. | mentally equated the MeK with the Iranian lestage Crisis back in 1979-
#0. | was a young lisutenant though and we were going to war with Iran. | kept looking at
the female MeK members and saw the images of the Iranian women, hajeb covered, Inside
af the US Embassy trying to piece back tugether the shredded documents, | wasnota
friend of the Mek and if they would have given me an excuse, we would have gone kinetic.

(rvertime, after having my staff do additional research, | was beginning to question the
terrorist designation, The FBL CLA, DIA and other three letter agencies were not finding
anyone they determined Lo be of interest, | was incredulous, | had over 3000 terrorists
detained without any due process other than a directive from Do5, yel there were none
who warranted a second look by our federal agencies. All of the three letter agencies
packed up and departed by June of 2004 and left my unit holding the bag. My stall lawyer
was concerned that we were in violation of international law by keeping the MeK detained

indefinitely without any due process.
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The more | researched, the greater my belief that these peaple should be our allies, not our
terrorists. | continued to hear the same rhetoric about their terrorist acts, but none could
stand up to scrutiny.

By summer 2004, | was ready to just open the gates of Camp Ashraf and let them leave,
Unfortunately, the Do blocked every initiative to ease the detention.

Bottom line; they may be lerrurists in the eyes of the current Iranian government, but |
would better label them as Iranian freedom fighters.

| am not discounting that this group, not these specific Individuals, may have harmed
Americans during the Shah years in Iran, but most at Ashraf were either too young or
weren't even born [n pre-1979,

What are your strongest impressions on the MeK as a group? Individuals?

They are dedicated to a fault, which makes them susceptible to outside attack. They are
their own enemy because of their inflexibility. Take the MekK emblem for example, Iwent
around and around with them that the red hammer/sickle/anvil emblem wouldn't play
well in the post-Soviet world. They just smiled and repeated that they liked their emblem.
They didn't look at the bigger picture of marketing and public relations.

They are a group think organization that act like the sclence fiction race in the Star Trek
Nexl Generation series; "The Borg" Sorry to use such a pop culture comparison, but it
really fits them best. They are a collective and operate as such, They rarely talk one on one
and almost always have either a minder or partmer listening to every word, 1 tried
repeatedly to get my point of contact te discuss items of interest other than overthrowing
the Mullah’s of Iran. He was the only individual ever to spend time alone with me.
Oceasionally | could break through the thick laver of rhetoric and get him to reflect on his
past. [ learned that he liked tootsie roll candy and liked to go boating. Of course [ slipped
him a bag of tootsie rolls, but he never mentionad them, [ also learned that his wife was
also in the camp, but he hadn't seen her in three vears, This also leads to the cult-like
perception by cutsiders. Maybe so, bul they are not your Branch Davidians of Waco, Texas.
The uninformed, inexperienced or closed minded people would easily palnt the
arganization as a cult, but | see them as much different. They are something much deeper
than a simple cult. They are an organization whers the individual is secondary to the cause.
They have given up everything in order to further the goals of the organization.
Unfortunately, this type of mentality, coupled with so many years without little outside
contact (for the majority of the 3000+ has in many ways impaired thair free thought Even
if they do succeed in overthrowing the regime in lran, they are probably not suited for
vogverning, They wouldn't like me saving this, but it is my belief. They an definitely rally
support and even a major uprising, but their total focused approach will hardly endear
them to the masses in lran. [ see them as viable In bringing about regime change, but their
inflexibility and lack of free and creative thought will prevent them from governing in post-
Mullah lran,
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As individuals??? There are no individuals [n Camp Ashraf. They gave up being individuals
vearsaga. Colt like? NO, but disturbingly different from western social norms.

"¢ There Is une other ssae which | donr't want to puc in writing, Anti-MeK individuals could
and would wse (t against them. The uniformed would definirely believe they are a crazed cult;
even though it is that identification fabel that couldn’t be further from the truth. No, this is
not the marriage ssue. It is something much more dark (at least in my mind). 1f vou would
like to discuss this issue, let's do so over the phone. Just let me know.

Could you share u story or two of an encounter that really steod out in your mind?
Two gquick stories that stand out;

When [ first arrived at Camp Ashraf, my intelligence officers informed me that they
believed that they identified Comunander Zohreh, the leader of the National Liberal Army.
When we arrived al the Marlyrs Museum, my intel officer whispered and pointed out
several older women. They were MeK members standing off to the side. He stated that the
one was believed to be Commander Zohrah. | walked past the greeting group and right up
to the group of women and faced the one belleved to be Commander Zohreh. [ introduced
myself by stating to the effect, "Commander Zohreh, U'm Colonel Phillips, Commander of the
gy Military Pelice Hrigade.” Her response was very quietly spoken, yvet without talking
ber eyes off of mine. "You know me?" | said, "Yes, You're Commander Zohreh, | recognize
vau,” She retorted, "How did you know me, there are few photos of me and we've never
met" | replied, "l agree, there are lew photos of you" 1added as a mild compliment,
“You're lke a ghost, bul we found yow.” She got a Ught lipped knowing smille and replied,
“Am | a pood ghost or bad ghost” Something in her eyes said, don't mess with me. 1'll gut
you and watch you bleed if it serves my purpose. | knew right at that point this mission
was golng to be a lot more than | anticipated, Wow, was that premonition correct,

The second story involves my scariest incident in Irag and it wasn't fighting the insurgents.
It was the second and third order of effect when we raided the female barracks in search of
people being held against their will and torture. Our intelligence kept picking up what |
now believe was rumor and chetoric by the Anti-Mel groups, They stated that a certain
remote temale billets was holding people against their will and torturing them. We were
conducting an operation and sealed off the area and then swept in unannounced, The
young women went fanatical, sereaming and surrounded me and my personal security
NCO. There must have been 100-150 women terrorists’ surrounding me. My Soldiers
were trained to shoot in this type of situation, but thank goodness they held fire. My close
in personal security NCO is also trained to place himself between danger and me, but we
were surrounded, Fahima Arvany, a senior MeK leader came pushing up Lo me and spit In
my face. My NCO said he never came so close to shooting someone at peint blank range. |
raised my hand to stop him and slowly took off my glasses and wiped the spittle from my
face |don't recall what 1 said, but whatever she was yelling wasn't very nice, Over the next
few minutes the situation was a standoff. Finally, Commaneder Zohreh showed up and
basically quieted the situation.
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This was the most scared | ever was during years of combat in Irag. The sceénario is now
taught at the Us Army Military Police School as a training vignette in the protective services
LI rse.

Regardliess to say, we didn't find anyone held against their will or any indication of torture,

There is a silver lining to this situation. | can now state without doubt and under oath that |
searched all areas day and night, without notice and never found <igns of torture or people
held against their will, I've used this example several times when briefing Congress.

How have you changed because of your encounters with members/the group of the
MeK?

This iz interesting. It isn't only the MeK that changed me, but the entire post ?’{1
experignee, | believed we always held the high ground as a nation, vet the pafriotism of
pust zfl blinded us to many of the siluations where we came off of the high ground. We
squancered so much world support as the lone world super power by the Irag debacle.
Afghanistan...yes! Irag ne, It could have waited. Saddam may have been hell on wheels
with his own population and rattled & lot of sabers, but for the most part remained
confined to his own country. Alsa, he kept Tran in check. Now where are we? Better or
worse off with the regime change in Irag?

As for the MekK, 1 felt led Lo by my own State Department and used as a repression foree
against gll of my person values and beliefs. [ was in charge of keeping people detained ina
desert outpest under the threat of death at the hands of my Soldiers. No due process, no
care or concern...just blind obredience to orders. To this day itcauses me to lose sleep
when we turned off the MeK radio station which broadeast into Iran, My Farsi speakers
listened to the station continususly and determined that It was much lke a "Voice of
America” formal, Yet, the State Department inslsted that we shut it down, because the MeK
were sending secret messages. | now believe they lied to me.

| used to believe what 1 heard from my government with everything being in black and
white, | now know that things are various shades of gray. If the State Department labeled
some group as terrorist. that was good enough for me. Now | know better.

Do | feel threatened and at risk for supporting the delisting of the MeK. YES, by the lranian
government, Islamic extremists and segments of my own government, Even some of my
own family and so called friends have alienated me for "SUPPORTING TERRORISTS."
Regardless, if they even know anything about the issue.

What would vou like to say to readers of these stories of the MeK? What message do
you have for your own people fhowever defined) in particular?

If you want to understand the Mek, look to revolutionary France and the overthrow of the
Bourbons, To the rest of the world, France looked like a pariah, yet espoused freedom and
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democracy, Once the revolution began, it took turns that couldn't be controlled, vet the end
result affects our western world today in positive terms.

My message to ‘my own people’ (defined as those of western philosophles) is simple;
consider whal we currently bave in Iran. what could be worse? A government which
espouses destruction of western values and society, the toral annihilation of Israel and the
absolute suppression of women...or a group made of men and women who espouse
demecracy, freedom and a nuclear free [ran. Even if this group did do some harsh things in
the past (which Is debatable), didn't our own revolution have its hard core members who
didd serme hiarsh things to the British and the loyalists? Yes, | can and do make the
Ccomparisorn.

The Mullahs of [ran vs. the Mel... | vote for the MeK!
Freshdi Dashti The only four individuals whese name comes close are those listed below:

713 EBDFz0O01  Dasht, Arshad

714 9BEDR618D  Dashti, Shahram

729 079BE364  Dohdashti, Esmat

Xxx  EBDF2001  Dashti, Arshad [Claimed Pakistani Citizenship. Repatriated to
Palkistan in late 2004 or early 2005)

Only Arshad Dashti had anything derogatory and it was minor.

Zohreh Shfaei The spelling is slightly different, but I eéligve this is who you are referring
too

1681 UBLC4D16  Kamiab Sharify, Zohreh

This young woman is very dedicated and determined, [ checked my notes and ‘believe' she
15 the young woman who teld me in no uncertain terms thiat she was denied the right to be
born in her own country. Regardless, if it was her, this comment struck me hard. It
demanstrated that most of these people will never be able to integrate back into normal
society, |guess after 10 yvears In captivity, most of us would be somewhat socially
Impaired. Interestingly, the comment was made to me back in early 2004, [ can only
imagine what the past B vears have done to her psyche,

Homya Wassehan | cannot find anyvone with a name that is close enough to cross
reference. There are only three members with a last name that begins with "W~
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Trapped by Politics

by Colonel [Ketired | Wes Martin, US. Army

X F‘E. ~TV0

I there is any expectation that the curredt U.S. administration is going to do the harder right
Instead of the easier wrang, it is very doubtful to happen in the case of the People’s Mujahedin of
lran, The PMOT or Mujahedin, as theyjare maore frequently referred tu, has become more of a
cultural, political, and ideological thrdat ro the Islamic fundamentalist franian government than the
military opposition force of years past-Located In Camp Ashraf, Irag, 50 miles northeast of
Baghdad, the PMOI surrendered their enormous inventory of weapons to the American military
following the fall of Saddam Hussein, The largest component of the European-based National
Council of Resistance of Iran (NCRI), the PMOI no longer possesses offensive military capability,

Formed in September 1965 as a Muslim group opposed to Shah Mohammid Reza Pahlavi, the PMOI
grew quickly In numbers and influence. Had not the Central Intelligence Agency twelve vears
earlier caused the collapse the popular [ranian government of Dr Mohammad Mosaddeq, the PMOI
would have likely never come 10 exist, Had President Teddy Hoosevell's grandsan, Kermit, not
publicly bogsted about orchestrating the overthrow and placing the US-friendly Shah Pahlavi in
pawer, the hostility toward the (LS. would not have ncowrred, installing a government that would in
time execute thousands is bad enouwgh; boasting about it is not the way to win hearts and influence
the minds of the victims, The [une 5, 1963 brutal suppression that ended the demonstrations
resulting from the rift bebween the Shal and the clerics set in motion rny actions that still have
major impacton fran, the Middle-East, and the world.

1 1966 the PMOI adopted & ser of philosophies that wiould put theni at odds with bath the ruling
gevernment and rising |sfamic fundamentalists. They came to-embrace equality hetween those In
power 2nd those not, between men and women, and among various religions and races. Going even
turther, they believed the ciergy should not have total control pver interpretation of the Quran, nor
enould the clerics have total contral aver their congregations. These philosophies, which stil] have
major influence on the PMOL, would cast them into fighting successive spemies.

Fven further problems were growing. As in the case of many organizations, an internal element
often develops that does not share organizational beliels, but are within the ranks because it best
suits their purpose al the time. When rhe apportunity presents itsell, this element will either split
uff or artempt to take control of the ariginal organization. This became the situation as a Marxist
clement emerged within the PMOIL Often at serious odds with established senior [eadership, the
Marxists soon found themselves ina very advantageous position.
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Failed attempts at artacking the Shah and disrupting the government ended up with arrests of sixty-
nine reembers of the PMOL in August of 197 1. The core of the PMOI leadership was off the streets,
and most ended up an the gallows, including the three founding members. As very fow remaining
menbers of PMOL leadership survived in the Shah's prisuns, awaiting the end of torture that only
death would bring, the rift bevween the rival elements intensified. By May of 1972, two PMOIs
existed, with the prepanderance of power Evoring the Marxists. The two elements spent as much
time fighting each other as they did engaging the Shah's regtme, Meanwhile, one imprisoned
member who was not executed by the government enforcers, but rather remained captive until the
final days of the Shah's rule, was a young Massoud Rajavi. Inside prison he built an arganizational
structure and a large membership anchored on original PMOT concepts and independent of Marxist
influence.

Today, any action conducted by etther the PMO] or the Marxist PMOI is viewed as a PMOI action
with ne discrepancy to which crganization did it For the United States, this is especially true
cuncerning the deaths of three Amernican officers: the fune 1975 dual killing of COL Paul Shaffer and
Lieutenant Colonel [ohn Turner, and the following month's Idlling of Lieutenant Colonef Lewis
Hawkins. The fact that in August of 1975 the Shah's police arrested two peaple for the killings of
Shaffer and Turner and stated they were part of the "Islamic Marxist group,” and & member of the
Marxist PMOL would fater claim to have killed Hawkins, the blame remains on the PMOL

In November of 1976, the strength of the Marxist PMOT was shaken when they lost a major gun
battle with Iranian police. Weakened, but not broken, both elements continued 1o be actively
involved in 1978 and 1979 uprising against the Shah. In lanuary of 1979, ten days before Ayzatollah
Khameini rerurned to Iran from exsle in Paris, Rajavi was released from prison, As he worled to
rebulld the PMOL most of the subordinate leadership he selected also came from Qasr Prison. Soon
the Marxist elemont abandoned any clalm to the PMOI name and renamed themselves "Paykar”
[Struggie),

Faollewing the fall of the Shah, the PMOI had hopes of heing part of the moderste Premier
Bazargan/President Bani Sadr govermment However, Ayatollah Khomeini was determined to
eslabilish a religious regime, with himself at the center, With this latest devalopment, almost
immediately Bazargan and the PMOI were at odds with the fundamentalist clerics under the
leadership of Khomeini. Years varlier, as a cleric, Khomeini had heen condemned to death by the
Shah. The execution had been prevented by 2 sudden meeting in Najal, Irag where Khomeinl was
elevated to Ayatollah. In turn, Shah Pahlavi was left with the optivns of violating Islamic law by
execlting an Avatollah or exiling Khomeini out of country. Gut of country did ot mean Khomeini
was no longer undermining the Shah nor working to destroy his, or any Iranian povernment, that
did not practice Khomeini's own brand of fundamentalism.
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On November 3, 1979 Khomeini addressed the university students, resulting in 400 of them
storming and taking over the American embassy in Tehran. This sct caught the rest of Iran and the
warld by surprise. Yet it became one more thing altributed to the PMOI, Any military leader can
verity that from Khomeini's exciting the students to their taking over the embassy, tme did nipt
exist for any formal organization to develop and perform 2 mission. Hope for a moderate Iran was
immediately disappearing, as evidenced by the same-day resignation of Premier Bazargan. Banl
Sadr stayed on for the time being as President; but it was obvious his attempts to bring order out of
this chaos were not going to succeed,

A% in the words of Shakespeare, "Cry havoo and let slip the dogs of war,” Khomeini was able to seize
upon s event to take the world stage and ralse the fever all across Iran. His followers had
successfully attacked the center of United States presence in lran and now held American hostages.
Khomeini used that excitement to hring his wrath on adversaries, real and perceived, within [ran.
Anyone who did not share his fundamentalist beliefs was an adversary. Top on the list were the
PMOI and the Communists. Attempts by Rajavi to work within the new sovernment were nat
allowed. In December of 1979, Khomeini refused to allow him to run for President: and the
following March, Rajavi was denied attendance to Parliament. In june 1981, the PMOI organized 2
peaceful demonstration ln Tehran which attracted nearly half-a-million peaple. Khomeini
responded by unleashing a brutal crackdown where dozens were killed, hundreds wounded, and
thousands arrested. By 1982, Khomeinl's attacks produced further bloodshed, to include the death
of Rajavi's wife Ashraf and his second-in-command, Moussa Khiabani.

This time it was the PMO] wha had to seek refuge. By 1981, Rajavi and now-ex-president Banl Sadr
had moved the organizational structure behind their combined efforts to Paris. In 1986 another
majar relocation took place that takes us directiy to the situation currently trying to be resolved. In
the Middle-East, the helief is very real that. "The enemy of my enemy is my friend * iran's mortal
unety wiy the Iragi government under the rule of Saddam Hussein, While possessing the ability to
be: very charismatlc, Saddam was also ane of the most corrupt, manipulating, brutal, and self-
serving leaders in the world. He was a person who enjoyed delighting others with his charm, yet
would take equal delight watching those same people being tortured tu death, The legend of his
wood chipper was very much real,

Satidam saw a purpose for the Muahedin. Having a major military force in his country dedicated o
the pverthrow of his principle enemy and replacing that enemy with a friendly povernment was
very much in his interest. For the PMUY, Saddam offered a series of bases where they could monitor
the Iranian government, work their operatives inside Iran, have a military staging area, pperate a
radio communications network, and be a beacon of hope to the people in Iran hoping to survive
until a better government could take control, In 1986, 3 large majority of Iranian people had lived
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under the Mosaddeq government or heard stories from their parents: They knew that replacing the
Shah with Khomeini was not a sulution in the right direction, only more of the same. Even
Khomeini's grandson had long since remarked that replacing the Shah's government with his
grandfather's regime had taken the country from bad to worse. Now, just across the border into
Iraq was organized [ranian oppositlon.

For the next seventeen veurs, the Mujahedin operated several bases in Irag and did conduct
military uperations against the Iranian government. Up to the American-led invasion of frag in
201, the Mujshedin grew in size and capability. It was during this period that the majority of the
people now living at Ashraf joined the PMO), An interesting and still haunting development
occurred in Uotober of 1997, While attempting to create positive relations with the newly elected
President Mohammad Khatami, whi was then making overtures of becoming more moderate, the
Clinton administraton placed the Mujahedin on the State Department list of terrorist arganizations,
As time would prove, there never was an intent by the fundamentalist slamic leaders of Iran to
became more moderate. This perception was nothing more than a successful psychological
operation that achieved many desired goals, which ence achieved revealed Iran's true intent -
romplete with an active nuclear weapons research program.

In 2003, as the United States developed its plans to invade [rag, the lranian government sek to work
ur how to quietly take over as much of lrag as possible. The Supreme Council of Isiamic Revolution
of Irag and its own military arm, the Badr Carps, were already firmly inside frag. The pelitical
uperations of the southern Shia provinees were continually taken over by [ranian lovalists. Since
the invasion, the Ministry of Interior and especially the national police have become more and more
under the contral of rebel cleric Moytada Sadr, Today, the lranian influence has expanded itself
through the southern provinces, over most of Baghdad, and into Diyala province where Camp
Ashrafis located.

Alz0 In 2003, as the Coalitton prepared to invade, Mujahedin leade rship made the decision that
thelr fight was not with the Coalition and elected not to rise up in support of Saddam, Their fight
was with the lranian government, Even when their camps were barnbed, resulting in deaths within
the organization, the Mujabiedin did not return fire, When the Coalition forces arrived on the
ground, rather than resistance, it became a relationship of cooperation, The Mujahedin accepted
cansolidation of their ranks inte the one camp of Ashraf OF the 11,000 members, approximately
3,700 accepted the move, with the remainder leaving the organization, Eventually, another 190 of
these memhbers elected te leave the 'MOI and move to 2 small camp under Coalition cantral. In
time, these 190 former members were accepted into Kurdistan where they now reside.
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From the very beginning, the United States had 2 Jdifficult time figuring out what to do with the
PMOL This was a first in the history of the world:-ai invading foerce inherits control of a military
organization within the defeated country, yet that organization is an adversary of another country.
That country, being ran, is the same one that President Bush declared to be a natinn sponsar of
terrorisim, fn 2004, following the PMO!'s formal renouncement of terrorism, members of the
Mujahedin were awarded Protected Person status under the Fourth Geneva Convention,

My first awareness of this organization came in Gctober 2003, After having conducted & foroe
protection assessment of Abu Ghradh, [ had a mecting with B00% Militzry Police Brigade
Commander, Brigadier General janis Karpinski A classmate from officer basic course, [ addressed
with her rthe serious tack of adult supervision at Abu Ghraib. In the same meeting, she addressed the
PMOI and how Coalition leadership had vet to figure out how to deal with them and use them as a
patential resource - especially in the area of intelligence. Their name came up again when an officer
reperted to Coalition Forces [-3 (Operations), Major General Tom Miller, that the Mujahedin were
constructing combat wenches between thelr camp and the Americans. Turned out the trenches
were [or the installation of water pipes to handle the surge of new residents caused by the
consolidation | had no way of realizing this was just the beginning ot all the unfounded rumors |1
woilld hear aboul the PMOL Two years later, the Mujahedin dilemma would play a bigger role In my
lite when | became the Operations Officer for Task Force 134, Detentlon Operations. Seven months

alter that, it became my main focus when in June of 2006, | became the first colonel to serve as base
commander af Camp Ashraf.

Une thing that always impressed me in 2006 shout Camp Ashraf (named after Rajavi’s first wife]
was how out of Lthe desert an oasls was buily, Qutside of the perimeter fences was barren land,
supported by water pumped from two rivers and purified within the compound was 3 well
Irrigated community, Each time | witnessed this irrigation | was drawn back to Anwar Sadat's
amazement when he first saw the work Aclel Sharon bad done during |sraeli occupation of the Sinal
Peninsula, The Mujahedin had also setup outlets along the pipeline to allow local farmers to draw
water for their use. Electriclty was provided to all camp facilities; a hospltal and clinics served not
only the Mujahedin but anyone who showed up at the pstes req ueqting treatment. Each compoued
had its own bakery and dinimg facility. Each of these had a special food or item that championed
over the other facilities. They produced their own ice and made their own soft drinks, The uniforms
they wore were always well-serviced and clean at the beglnning of the work day,

| Tound Camp Ashraf's mosque a testimonial to the organization’s founding principles of tolerance
uf ather religions and races as well as the clergy not possessing total control over interpretation of
the Quran or the congregations, Constructed with the two towers of a Shia religious center, it was
open to-all. Sunnl residents of the local area were welcome to come and worship. Americans and all
other nationalities of any faith were welcome to come lnside the mosgque. Unknown to the outside
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day, their chances of getting caught by the Shia death squads were that much greater. The workers
preferred to come and go once a week and deliver the earnings to their families, Having seen
enougn to realize that once again | was chasing State Department swamp gas, | started to leave the
compound, My PMOI escort interrupted my departure and stated that there was another building 1o
examine. | assured him between what | already withessed, and his willingness to show more, | was
convinced there was oo reason to look further,

Another rumor concerned the Mujahedin keeping people against thelr will. They did have
concerting wire fences between their compound and ours. To the outside, it appeared they were
trying to keep people in. Upon much closer examination and experience, | came to realize that they
didn't want anyone to defiect from the organization without being debriefed and carrying in their
possession sensitive documents or information. In one case, the Mujahedin took me to a compound
they had tor people wishing to leave. One person was living the good life there and didn't want to
leave. He was being cared for with meals and lodging, but didn't have to work for his keep. The
Mujahedin leadership asked me to talk te him and convinee him to come over to our defector camp.
Unlortunately, | was unsuccessful. This person had the best of both worlds and didn't want to give it
up. Using the logic of Imam Ali Hussein, the Prophet's grandson, the night before the Battle of
Karbala in 680 AL, Mujahedin leadership told their membership, "We will mrn out the lights.”
Anyore wishing to leave had that cholce. Mulahedin leadership just wanted to know about the
departure before it happoned.

One unexpected departure afforded me the apportunity to negate another rumaor: that the
Mujahedin were snealking vut of Camp Ashraf withour our knowledge to conduct business and
undermine the Iragl government. Having shown up unexpectedly in the middle of the night, this
man caught both the Americans and PMOI by surprise The Mujahedin accepted my doing the
debriefing of this person who was now under our control. They accepted my word that he didn't
bring any sensitive documents, anly himself This person’s former role was to do the shopping and
bank business trips to Baghdad while under American oversight. When | interviewed him, he made
itclear he wanted nothing more te do with the Mujahedin. | then specifically asked him if the PMO
were leaving camp without our knowledge. Even though he was dissatisfied with his former
prganization, be assured me they were not violating any of our rules and were com plying with
everything we mandated, That conversation, and many other events, further proved te me that the
PMO] was {ulfilling the spirit and intent of every reguirement placed on them by the Americans.

The Mujahedin was an intelligence source that we didn't learn to fully use for 3 long time, even
though they were willing to share information. This is the organization that made the world aware
that the lranian government was conducting nuclear research aperations. Their relatonships in the
local area were bringing in continual reports of Al (}aeda, Badr Corps, and Mahdi Army activities
throughout the region. Not until the arrival of the Marine Corps [ luman Exploitation Team were we
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able to get that information into the intelligence network | was always amazed at the amount of
information they wereable to extract out of Iran, One instance was the result of 2 conversation in
Haghdad berween that same State Department representative and a senior lragi official. When the
conversation was over, the lragl official filed his report £o Tehran, Within two weeks, all te details
of the conversation were handed to me by the PMOL

Concerning my tour of duty at Ashraf, | came to know the Mujahedin better than any other outsider
betore, and very likely after. | heard the rumors, then pursued the facts. | challenged them in debate
and listened to them n discussion. Havinp already been the Antiterrorism /Force Protection Officer
tor all of Iraq, [ had-a solid understanding of the ever-changing threat. To understand what I was
working to protect, and from whom, | had done an incredible smount of studying. When | was
putside the perimeter in missions with the Mujahedin, | found them to be a solid ally. Inside the
perimeter, | found them to be a major learning opportunity. We didn't always agree, but we always
respected and trusted each other.

Upon my return to the Pentagon, | began warking with State Department representatives in
Washington, D.C. to properly address the PMOI issue. What 1 found were the two primary people at
Foppy Bottom responsible for the Mujahedin bad almost ne working knowledge of the organization,
The first two meetings [ had with them, and several other people in attendance, concerned
presenting a time-fine history of the organization from its earliest days and going over about sixty
photographs [ had taken concerning all aspects of Camp Ashraf and its residents. The State
Department representatives had no idea what the membership losked like, the yniforms they wore,
the layout of the compound, the existence of an industrial compound where trailer homes were
being manulsctured, the fact they ran their water through a reatment plant before consumption,
had medical facilities, and ate their meals in dinlng facilities, They did kmow a lot of the rumors, but
almost none of the facts.

Finally we got to the issues concerning the Mujahedin, The biggest one was the accepted-as-fact
v Liat in years past the Mugahedin bad artacked the Kurds. | produced a letter from Hoshyer
Zebarl, head of Kurdistan Demecratic Party International Relations, clearly stating this did not
oceur. 'T'his was checked out by having their counterparts in Baghdad talk to Mr. Zebari, | was later
assured by my Foggy Bottom counterparts that Mr, Zebari confirmed my mfarmation ta be true,
Yer, several months later when the annual report on terrorism was released hy the State
Deparument, the accusation for attacking the Kurds was not removed. | questioned the same people
| had been dealing with and was Informed that they don't communicate with the people who put
out the annual report
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Another issue that has plagued the PMOT s the Marxist lzhel. While the PMO1 worked for more
apenness in Islam, the Marist element discarded Islam in favor of Marxism. The best analvsis to
this situation was provided by former Undersecretary of State George Ball in his August 19, 1961
Wazhingron Postarticle, Mr. Ball stared, . The sloppy press habit of dismissing the Mujahedeen as
leftists badly confuses the problem...lts imtention is to replace the current backward 1slamic regime
with a modermizod Shiite [elam drawing its egalitarian principalities from Koranic Sources rather
than Marx..."

The leadership of the Mujnhedin have expressed their willingness to leave Irag and go elsewhere.
T'he probiem is they have no place to go. Even if the United Statos fallows the actions of the
European Union and remawves this organization’s terrorist designation, none of the members can
come Co the United States begause they were once in a designated terrorist organization. As far as
Homeland Security is concerned, it is irrelevant as 1o whether that designation was right or wrong
in the first place. As lung as the United States ieaves them on this list, no other country is willing to
accept them The unly actians that have come ouf of the State Department were to pull the
“protected person” statusand turn oversight of Camp Ashraf over to the Irgl government,

Against this backdrop, we now have a UL5. administradon who belleves the war is basically vver for
America and we can start pulling out. As Americans, we haven't learned from our mistakes. In the
early days of lragq occupation, we saw little activity in the southern Shia provinces. We were so
focused on the Sunni activity that we never realized Iran and the Supreme Councll of Islamic
Revolution of lraq were talking cantrol of all the community and provincial governments, The same
has now been going un for several years throughout the country, Yet our politicians continne to
express conlidence and support of this government,

We continually experienced corruption within the Iragl government, to include civilians being
arrested without reason and held for ransom, illegal detention facilities to include on Ministry of
Interior grounds, and an entire Sunni village ordered to leave their homes within an hour so Shia
families could move incand take over their possessions: | personally kad senior members of the
Ministry of Culture offer to give me a painting that was part of usurped art. One of the most painful
events was when one of our convays was driving through an Iragi police checlpoint. Just as our last
vehlcle entered the open area, the rear gunner saw the uniformed Iragi police officers running for
cover. As he radioed the warning to the convoy commander, a suicide driver came at the front of the
convoy. Engaged by the lead gunner, the vehicle was destroyed and the driver killed before he made
it to the convoy. Suddenly, the ontire right flank of the convoy was under atlack, When it was over,
one American was killed in action, Meanwhile, this is the government that has heen making
continued promises to the Americans that the Mujahedin will be protectsd, Yet on a continuing
basis, Camp Ashraf has been placed under siege. Attacks have left members of the Mujahedin dead
or maimed. Critica! medical supplies, petroleum products, and food have heen denied delivery to
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Ashraf. Loudspeakers have been continually used to conduct psychological operations against the
PMOL

Itis nat hard to recall the fasco that was supposed to he the legitimate execution of Saddam
Hussein. If not for the unexpected release of the digital footage, the warld would never have [earned
of the executioners chanting "Moqgtada, Mogtada® while Saddam’s body was dangling from the rope.
These sctivns supported the promise Mogtada Sadr made to his followers, that Saddam would "not
live to see the light of the new vear.” There is no reason to expect the [ragi government to do any
better with the PMOL If Prime Minlster Malild really cared about Irag, he would turn to the PMQOI
just as Egvpt's Anwar Sadat turned te lsrael’s Ariel Sharon and ask for guidance in developing maore
fertile lands

Ruled by fear enforced by brutality, the Iranian fundamentzlist government remalns in place. Each
year we watch the spectacle of Mahmoud Ahmadinejad giving his annual speech to the United
Mations. Representatives of the free world get up and leave as Ahmadinejad speaks. He doesn't care.
For his rants are not to positively influence the outside world, but to be shown Inside lran how their
President is standing up to the West, Even though In his last ramblings he called for an investigation
into the American government’s orchestrating the 9-11 attacks, Ahmadinejad’s attention is never
far away trom the annihifation of lsrael. Khomeini often stated, “The road o jerusalem is through
Karbala."

The real benefactor to the fall of the Mujahedin will be Ahmadinefad and the ruling religious
fundamentalists. The determination to maintain themselves in power by decelt and brutality was
well proven following the 2009 lranlan presidential election, There was no way the mullahs were
going to allow a real moderate and progressive leader like Mir Hussein Moosavi to become the
President, The brutality in putting down the protests following the electon brings back the deep
memaries of 1963 and 1981 Perhaps more than anything else, the Iranian government wishes for
the membership of the PMOI to be turned over to them: The Mujahedin has represented resistance
tu the fundamentalist government for more than a generation, Mass public executions will be
conducted 1o show the lranian people what happens to people who oppose the government, The
public executions will also be used to lurther break the spirit of anyone considering resistance and
ta shaw the world what happens to these trust their lives to the United States.

To appease the Iranian government, the State Department recently placed jundallah, a Sunni-
Balochi lslamic group, on the terrorist list, To this, it needs to be accepted that this group in fact is
conducting terrarist activities inside Iran, That stated, the timing speaks for [tsell as the State
Deparment I8 trying to figure a way to work with the ranian government and is making an
appeasement gesture, There is little chance the same State Department is going to ke a negative
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gesture by removing the PMO] despite calls from the American Legislative and Judicial Branches of
government, as well as the European Union, to protessionally revisit this issue, That would he the
harder right. History is repeating (tsell hack to when the current Secrelary of State's husband was
the President and the Mujahedin was placed on the list.

Meanwhile, the State Department claims to have access to classified information about the activities
afl the PMOL It is doubtful to be more accurate than the intelligence reports about Saddam
possessing weapons of mass destruction and those State Department intelligence reports that
frequently sent me out looking for actvites that were nat happening, To date the State Dapartment
has yet ta share this classified information with either the United States military or members of
Congress who do have the dlearances, need to know, and ability to validate or debunk the
information. This steadfast refusal leaves us to conclude State Department officials have realized
this “classified information” cannot withseand the test of scrutiny.

That tokes us back to the alveady discussed real and present danper of the PMO1, Wil the Uniced
States allow the easier wrong and permit the Iragi government to turn the PMOI over to lran? No
miatter huw the United States povernment will attempt to cleanse itself of this matter, one fact will
always stand out above all others: the Peoples” Mujahedin Organization of Iran surrendered to e
United States military, They trusted their safety to the United $tates. They renounced terrorism at
the request of the United States and through the effort lead by the United States, they acce pted the
status of protected persons, As a nation, we made a serious mistale in the First Gulf War when
Kurds and Shiz were encouraged to rise up against Saddam. After nne hundred hours of Aghting, we
shut down and left them tu their tate. Thirteen vears later we invaded Iraq, setting off a whole new
series of mistakes. Trusting the Iragi government to handle the Mujahedin any better than thay
handled the execution of Saddam will be a mistake that will cost 3,500 lives. There is still ime to
correct Lthis problem, but not at the pace and in the direction the State Department is moving.

Iranian Women at Risk in Irag: 1325 and the Long Road to Non-Violence

Carole R. Fontaine, Jila Kazerounian, and Esmat Kargar Zadeh

PREFACE

Carole R. Fontaine, VP, Women United Against Fundamentulism {L'Intéqrisme) and for
Equality (WAFE)

This report explores the role of UNSCR 1325 in establishing a constructive, threat-free

atmasphere among lranian political exiles, the women of the PMOL, living in Ashraf, Irag
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since 1986, Due to a campaign of relentless disinformation by Tehiran, Lthis legitimate
apposition group opposing theocratic dictatorship was declared to be terrorists and
became military targets during the invasion of Irag by the United States and coalition
forces in 2003. Their bases were bombed based on false intelligence from Tehran, and
subsequently, the citizens of Camp were disarmed by Multi-National Forces in Irag who
established a military base there (Camp Grizzly) in 2003, After thorough investigation of
all of the members of the group, the US Military concluded that no member had ever been
involved in any act of terrorism, and the US government and United Nations granted all
members of the PMOI full legal guarantees of safety as Protected Persons under the Fourth
Leneva Convention. The right to full protections for the dignity and rights of women—a key
value [n UNSCR 1325—was spelled out to the members of the Camp by US Military
leadership. Since the PMOI had made gender a critical component of their platform for
democratic electivns in Iran by blending critical feminist theory with a progressive version
of Islam, women had been deliberately groomed and promoted, taking high positions of
leadership in every aspect of the group's life and mission, Before transfer to lragi
sovereignly in 2009, these womeén—{formerly combatants in a nadonal movement—turned
to their legacy of non-violent, political arigins to formulate a new way of reaching out
world-wide: to their sisters inside Iran, to women in lraq newly threatened with a
lessening of their rights for religious reasons, and to women throughout the world. This
was only possible in the presence of the guarantees and monitoring provided by UNSCR
1325, This is a story of their new role as peacemakers and political change agents, and is

told throuph the voices of the women members, and their supporters from women's NGO's.

THE ORIGIN OF THE MOVEMENT

file Kazervunian, President, Women's Forum against Fundamentalism in Iran

The People’s Mojishedin Organization of Iran (PMOI) was established in 1965 by three
university students. Their idealogy Is based on a progressive interpretation of Islam. The
Mujahedin believe in the establishment of a secular republic and have never propagated an
idevlogical government, Formed [n opposition to the Shal’s tyranny and despotic
government, the organization originally attracted young educated men and women wha

were searching [or a venue to replace the dictatorial government ruling their country,
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In the early 1970, the Shah's secret police performed a major crack down on the
Muojahedin and other opposition groups. As a result, almost all of the leadership of the
arganization, Including its founders, was executed. The majority of its members were

imprisoned and they were left with little organizational structure.

In the 1960's to the early 1970's women mainly plaved a support role in the PMOL With all
of the restrictions and taboos imposed on them by society, women had been prevented
fram joining in full tme and active participation in the epposition erganlzations. One of the
arst wormen who joined the Mojahedin was Fatemeh Amini. She was a graduate of Mashhad
University and jeined the moyvement in 1970, Fatemeh became a main contact of the
Majshedin network and the imprisoned leaders of the organization, She was eventually
arrested and imprisoned in the notorious Evin prisen, where she was extensively tortured
for a confession by the Shah's SAVAK and became paralyzed as a result She later died

under torture,!

In 1971 and 1972, [ollowing the arrest and execution of PMQI members, some of the
mothers, sisters and women sympathizers organized demonstrations in different cities in
Iran. The early restrictive cultural situation yielded to full scale participation of women in
all aspects of political life within the PMOL The organization, in an effort to implement
‘positive discrimination’ after the implementation of misogynist policies of the muliahs
against women, trained wamen o Inerease their capabilities to take leadership roles. This
was a dellberate statement against the propaganda ahout women's inferiority that was

being issued by the regime in Tehran.

Une of the most prominent women in the movement was Ashraf Rabi'i (Rajavi). She was a
Physics student at Sharif University when she jpined the organization in 1970, Ashraf

traveled to different cities and set up Mojahedin networks. Her first husband was arrested
and executed by the Shah's regime but she cleverly escaped arrest many times. Ashraf was

finally arrested in Qasvin and taken to Evin prison where she underwent severe torture,

* The Foredgn Affairs Committee of the National Council of Resistince of lran, 1995, Wemen, fslom and

Equality. Available st hitp-/ fwanwiran-e-azad.org fenglish ook on womenhtinl {accessed 27 July 2010).
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Her nose was broken and her eardrum permanently damaged. She remained in prison until
February of 1979, when she was freed just before the revolution when the prisons were
taken over by the people.? She eventually was killed by the fundamentalist regime’s forces
in an attack in February of 1981, The revolutionary guards took her two year old son
hostage, He was shown on National TV that night held by “the butcher of Evin Prison”,
Lajevardl. Eventually, Ashraf’s sacrifice for democracy gave her name to the PMOI's main

refugee base just over the border in the Divala provinee of Irag.

In 1979, Monarchy was eventuoally brought down in Iran afrer 2500 years. Millions of
Iranian people demonstrated in the streets, filled with the intention of bringing democracy
andd reedom to their homeland. Soon after the fall of the Shah, these hopes were shattered
and this time a fundamentalist religious dictatorship was established based on absolute

rule of religious Jurisprudence [(Velayat-e Fagth).

Misogyny is a pillar of Islamic fundamentalist ideology In Iran, and the first and foremost
victims of Khometni's dictatorship were women, Women are considered to be second-class
citizens who must be submissive to their male counterparts, and violence against women is
mnstitutionallzed within the lTaws of the ruling regime in Iran. Less than a month after the
revolution, Khomeini ardered the observance of dress code for Iranian women. The
Maojahedin was one of the first organizations to oppose the mandatory dress code, On
March 11, 19749, the PMOI issued a statement that said: "Any use of force to lmpose any sort
of veil or dress code on the women of this country..ds irrational and unacceptable. Our
revolution cannot accept any second thoughts on or denial of Iranian women's complete

judicial, legal, political and sovial rights."

In his final report on January 2, 1992, to the 1IN, Commission on Human Rights, Reynaldo
Lalindo Pohl, the Special Representative on the situation of human rights in Iran wrote:

“..the Prosecutor General, Abolfazl Musavi Tabrizi, said that ‘anyone who rejects the

“1hid.
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principle of the hijah (dress code) is an apostate and the punishment for an apostate under

Islamic law is death.”

As stated in Beljing, at the Fourth World Conference on Women, this is in direct
contradiction of international Human Rights law: “violence against women Is an obstacle to
the achievement af objectives ol equality, development and peace. Violence agalnst women
both violates and impairs or nullifies the enjoyment by women of their universal human

rights and fundamental freedoms.™

As the attack by the regime's forces on the limitation of peoples’ freedoms expanded, the
Majahedin started on thelr journey to a non-vielent stuggle in defense of human rights and
women's rights. Their ideology and progressive positions attracted millions of people,
young and old. Tens of thousands usually gathered to lsten to the PMOT leader Massoud
Rajavi's teachings and speeches. At the same time, Khomeini's regime started a severe
crack down on anyoene advocating freedom and democracy. They especially feared the
Majahedin and their attractive goals for genuine democracy, The price paid by Iranian
women was obviously much higher: They were attacked by reactionary thugs, beaten,

insulted and arrested, whether they were Mojahedin or not.

Though they were constantly attacked, their basic rights violated and suppressed, the
Mojahedin refrained from any wiolent resistance against the regime and its suppressive
forces. During these early vears, they published their newspaper, distributed their
Hterature and arranged pedceful gatherings und speeches. They also tried to take partin

the political system and run for office. All of their efforts were violently undermined by the

EOvVernment,

! Pohl, R United Natlons Document Reference E/CN.4 /1992 ,/34. 1992, Repart on the situation af hamen rights
in the istamic Republic of lran by the Specinl Representative afthe Commission on Hupman Rights, Mr, Reynaido
alingdn Paki, tath Session of the UNCHE Commission on Human Rights: Report on the Forty-Eighth Session
[£¥ Junuary-6 March 1992).

"Uniced Nations Document AJCONF.177 020/ Rev 1. 1990, Report of the Fourth Warld Conference an Women,
Beifing (4-15 Septemnbir 1995), Available at

F 8 Rl T i v eijing S pdty Brijinp 20l 2 repor W2 DE . pdf {accessed 27 July
2010
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Om 27 April 1981, Mojahedin women organized a big demonstration, 150,000 people
strong, in Tehran to oppose the increasing brutalities and crack down on freedoms. This
demonstration was their first full scale protest against the regime.

(dn 201 June of that same year, the Mojahedin organized another big protest against the
clerical regime in Tehran, More than 500,000 people attended the peaceful demonstration,
Khomeini izsued an edict to stop the protestors who were emerging on the streets, headed
toward the Parliament. The revolutionary guards and Basij militia attacked the
demonstration with weapons. Anyone arrested in that demonstration was imprisoned and

later executed.

Time Magazine published an article on 6 July 1981, titled: 'Iran: Terror in the Name of God',
The article offered a glimpse into the horror of what happened in the days following the
protest,
“T'heir crime was that they had demonstrated against the dismissal of Banisadr from
hiz postas President of the nation. The lslamic judge who sentenced them—
Ayalullah Mohammadi Gilanl—did not even know who they were, The twelve girls,
the oldest 18, the others under 16, refused to identify themselves in court, When
Gilani asked their names, each in turn replied, ‘Mujahed’ (Crusader). To the question
‘Child v?" each replied, "The people of Iran.’ Gilani selved the problem of identifying
the girls by having them photographed. Then he consigned them to the firing squad,
Islamic guards led the dozen girls to the courtyard of Evin Prison in Tehran, The
oldest was clad ina flowing black chador, the traditional Muslim veil. The others
wore dark head scarves. As the guards began to blindfold them, the girls started
rhanting, 'Neath to fascism! Death to Khomeinil'
In answer, the guards and prison attendants watching the spectacle began thelr own
chant of "Allabu Akbar!” (God is great). Then the rifles roared.
Three days later, the clergy-controlled newspaper Sttela'at printed the glrls’
pictures with a terse message asking the parents to call for the bodies.
The parents should bring, the paper satd, *birth certificates bearing thelr [the girls’]

pictures.’ At a press conference Gilani defended the trials and executions of the girls.
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‘By the Islamic canon,’ he said, 'a nine-year-old girl is mature, 5o there is no

difference for us between a nine-year-old gir! and a 40-year-old man.™>

Women political prisoners have been special victims of the misogynist regime of the
mullahs. The most inhumane and savage tortures have been applied to the women who
have stood up Lo their Lyranny, One method of torture was the shooling of & single bullet
into a woman's womb and letting her bleed to death, Hundreds of pregnant women were
executed in this way, such as: Azar Reza'i, Masoumeh Qajar-azodanloo, Zahra Nozari,
Parvin Mostoll, Nayyvereh Khosravi, etc, According to a religious decree, virgin women are
raped in the prisons the night before their execution. The reasoning is that if they die
virgin, they will end up in heaven! Stonlng to death 15 also another savage punishment for
the so called allegation of adultery. Women are buried up te their necks so that they cannot
escape and exposed to this extremely hideous action, which also brutalizes onloukers and

participants, hence creating further social repression.

In a 3 February 1984 TV sermon, Khomeini stated: "Killing is a form of mercy because it
rectifies the person. Sometimes a person cannot be reformed unless he is cut up and

burnt. you must kill, burn and lock up those in opposition."s

Alter the atracks on the peaceful demonstration of the unarmed civilians and the
outrageous escalation of arrests and execution, the regime basically had closed all the
peacelul avenues of expression and protest Anyone who dared to even express the
slightest hint of dissent was arrested, tortured and executed. Khomeini started a relentlesy

reign of terror which continues to this day.

At that point, the Mojahedin had exhausted all of the peaceful and legal options and had
caompletely relrained from violent retaliation. The 20 June 1981 demonstration marked an
historic turning point. Following that, the PMOI was left with two options: Either surrender

to the Islamic Fundamentalist ferces and forget about democracy and freedom in their

A Blike, P. 1981, 'Iran: Terror In the Name of God'. TIME Magazine, Monday, 6 |uly. Available at:
Bl S e Bl e cain ATime S inaga g ine o rbcle ARY LT 9FF5UT 00 bl {accessed 27 July 20107,

" Khomeini. Feb. 3, 1984, TV sermon later published in the government newspupuor, Sttel'ut
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homeland, or resist the tyrannical rule and terror of the regime. They chose the second

optien,

Women, as the primary victims of this unjust violence stood up and defended themselves,

and took responsibility within their organized resistance movement

This meve is not without precedent in the history of the struggle for Human Rights, As
stated in the preamble to the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights:
"Whereas it Is essential, If man Is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last resort, to
rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be protected by the

rude of law.™

The International Committee of the Red Cross's commentary on Article 3 of the First
Geneva Convention refers to discussions at the Diplomatic Conference ol Geneva Lo ratify
the Conventions in 1949: “It sometimes happens in a civil war that those who are regarded
ds rebels are in actual facl patriots struggling for the independence and dignity of their
country.,, It was net possible to tallc of “terrorism’, ‘anarchy’, or ‘disorders’in the case of rebels

who complied with humaniturian principles."®

The Catholic Church, which in general opposes the use of violence, has also recognized this
right to resist. A document, 'Instruction Libertatis conscientia on Christian Freedom and

Liberation,’ made public by the Vatican in 1986, states: “Armed strupggle is the last resort to
end blatant-and prolonged oppression which has sericusly violated the fundamental rights

of individuals ami has dangerously damaged the general interests of a country.™

CLIN G&nm'ul Assembly, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 10 December 1948, 217 A {111, Avallable at:
hitp:/ fwww.unhcrorg/retworld /dicid / 3aeth3 7 1 20 himi [sccessed 15 Angust 201 0] Preambile to e

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, spproved by the General Assemhly, Deceimber 10, 1948,

# International Committes of the Red Cross (ICRE), Geneva Canvention Relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of

Wor (Third Gemeva Convartion], 12 Aupust 1949 5 L1'r-.|T'5 135 L1-.- 32] 2. Avallahleat:

ety S S fereorg THLNSF/ 121304 26/466077d7a30 1 Mede1 258 2cd004 2 4e
ntipenDocymenl (arcessed 27 July 2000).

* Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 1984, Instruction Liberfalis conseientio on Christian Freedom and
Liberarion, 2 March, 1986: AAS 7% (1987).
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THE EXODUS TO IRAQ: WHEN PEACEFUL PROTEST FAILS

In 1984, the Mojahedin relocated to lrag and set up bases near the border with Tran. This
happened following the expulsion of their leader Massoud Rajavi from France - & token of
good will by the French to appease the [ranian regime. Desire for Tranian oil deals was the

critical impulse for this act. Irag was the only country that accepted Mojahedin refupees.

The PMOI's armed struggle was never aimed at civilians of any nations; they always
targeted the suppressive organs of the regime and those who were directly involved in
torture and execution of the innocent people.! However, In 1997, after the sp-called
‘moderate’, Mohammad Khatami became the President in Iran, the PM0] was placed on the
United States’ Foreign Terrorist Organizations (FTQ) list by the Clinton Administration. A
senior Clinton administeation efficial told the Los Angeles Times at the time that "The
inclusion of the People's Mujahedin was intended as a goodwlll gesture to Tehran and its
newly elected president, Mohammed Khatami."” In the wake of the United States’
proneuncement, Great Britain and the European Union followed sult and placed the PMOI
on their designated terrorist lists to appease the Mullah's regime in lvan, Instead of
encouraging any moderation within the regime, the policy of appeasement of the Western

governments brought the most reactionary and fundamentalist forces to power, 1!

Though their armed resistance was entirely justified (and only adopted when all other
reans of resistance became Impossible), in 2001 the PMO] put down their arms and began
another round of political campalgns.

In March 2003, the United States attacked fraqg in search of terrorists connected to the
planning of September 11, 2001 attacks. PMOI bases were also bombed at the hehest of the
Iranian regime, and in 2003, the MNF-1 signed a formal treaty of disarmament and agreed

officially to protect members of the PMOI under the Fourth Geneva Convention,

VOICES FROM THE DESERT

W Mohaddessin M, 2004, Enemifes o the Avatollohs: The fromfor Opposition’s War og Islemic Findumenballsmn,
Mew York: Led Books;

Fhempster, N, 1997 'ULE, Designates 30 Groups as Tetrorists'. Los Angeles Times, October ¥, 1997,
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Esmat Kargar Zadeh, President, Secretariat of PMOI, In Charge of Women's Outreach
Ashraf: City of Solidarity, supported by millions of [ragis

The transformation from barren desert in 1986 to a self-contained, full-functioning town
known to Iragis as "Medina Ashraf” ("City of Refuge") during war and nccupation since
2003 Is 4 testimony to its residents’ passionate commitment to Human Rights and

democratic change.

Change in Irag's sovereignly in 2003 brought new and widespread changes in the political
and social relations between the People’s Mojahedin Organization of lran (PMOI] and [rag's
society. The Iranian regime, frustrated due to the failure of bombings against PMOI bases,
began hostile measures against the Mojabedin residence In fragq. In reaction, the people of
Diyala Province immediately protested, announcing their support for the PMOL, with
Baghdad and other provinces following.

The people of lrag have named Ashral the "City of Solldarity”, and Its visitors consisted of
men and women, Shiltes and Sunnis, Christlans and ather rellglous minorities, Arabs,
Kurds, Turks, and Turkemans, tribal shelkhs and doctors and specialists, university
professurs and students, writers, artists, athletes and other social sectors of Irag. Among all
of thess, whalt catches one's eye the most is the vast presence of Iragi women in Ashratas a

one-nf-a-kind exception.

Blockade and pressures imposed on Ashraf

The religious-terrorist fascism ruling Iran has converted [rag to its frontline of batte
against the international community and its first launchpad to establishing a religious
empire in the region. Due to the fact that Iragis describe Ashraf as the strongest barrier
against the lranian regime in lraqg, the mullabs have concentrated their pressures and
conspiracies against Ashral, The clerical regime is using every means possible to annihilate
Lhe camp, undertaking all measures to pressurize and execute any form of conspiracy.
These initiatives include an all-out ban on logistics, terrorist attacks, vast political
propaganda, and even the misuse of [amlly relations against their own loved ones in Ashraf.
These measures go-as far as pressuring, torturing and issuing death sentences to Ashraf

residents’ family members living inside Iran under the clerical reglime’s rule.
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From the first day of its existence, due to its fear of the effects of freedom and democracy
within Iran, the mullahs' regime has resorted to suppressing the Iranian people, espedially
women, By waging war and supporting international terrorism, the clerical regime has
announced the establishment of an authoritarian empire under the name of Islam as its
maln ubjective. However, due to the existence of a popular and organized opposition, the
mullahs are being rapidly isolated in lran's society. Today, over 90% of the [ranian
pupulation is calling for a regime change, Women—especially those supporting the Irankan
Resistance—have played an active role face-to-face against the Iranian regime from its very
heginning, facing extreme tortures and assaults on female dignity. In such an atmosphere,
Iranian women who stand in opposition to these acts of violence play the most engaged
role in the resistance agalnst this anti-humane and misogynous regime. This reality has
lead to the membership of many Iranian women in the natlonwide resistance movement,
joining the Tranlan Resistance at its main base in Irag. Currently, one thousand women
members of the PMOI are present in Camp Ashral, many of them former prisoners in lran.
Many have been educated in the United States and Europe, Today, the lives and dignity of
these women are threaténed by the Tranian regime’s proxies in Irag.

The Tranian regime, seeing the Iranian Resistance as [ts main threat, has always been in the
pursuit of striking the PMOI] at any opportunity, and since 2003 has resarted to every
pussible means to force Ashraf to succumb. During that same time Iragis have turned out to
support the residents of Ashral, Also, the support of 5 million and 200 thousand Fragis in
20006; and 300 thousand Shites insouthern [rag in 2007 shaped a strong social movement
in solidarity with the [ranian Resistance, and 700 thousand Tragi women signed a
declaration announcing their support for the PMOL, establishing an organized resistance of

Iraygl women against the Iranian regime’s meddling in their country.

Before the 2003 US-led war against Irag, the Iranian Resistance had announced its
neutrality, Yet the Iranian regime, through arranged conspiracies and propaganda agalnst
the Tranizn Resistance, prepared the grounds for Coalition Forces® attacks on the PMOL To
fully accomylish this ominous goal, the Tranian regime simultaneously prepared measures
lor military strikes and psychological warfare against the Iranian Resistance,
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Asa resull, with the beginning of the US-led invasion of Iraq, although the PMO1 had not
even Hred one bullet, 2l of the PMOI bases were bombarded by Coalition Forces. In these
attacks dozens of PMOI members, including 4 women, were martyred and many others
were injured, On 15 April 2003, a local ceasefire agresment was signed hetween US and
National Liberation Army of [ran [NLA) forces, agreeing that the PMOT and the NLA would
b stationed in self controlled locations with their weapons. On 10 May 2003, the PMO] and
NLA were disarmed by US forces and the PMOI handed over all their weapons to them,
leading to the restriction of all PMOI members to Camp Ashraf. [n exchange, the US forces
guaranteed the protection of Camp Ashrall Following these events, during a 16-month
period, all Camp Ashraf residents were screcned one by one by nine US agencies.
Ultimately, the US government recognized the status of Camp Ashral residents as
‘protected persons’ under the Fourth Geneva Convention, Subseguently, each Camp Ashraf
resident slgnid an agreement in July 2004 with a US forces delegate, condemning
“wiolence” and "participation in ar support of terrorism” and alse emphasized that "they
have handed over all weapons and military equipment under their contral”. This
dagreement also specifies that that person, until the determination stage of "choices of
proper status” for each individual, "will stay in Ashraf under the protection of MNF-I
forces”. Unfortunately, since the end of 2008, the US has not lived up Lo its share of the
bilateral agreement to guarantee the protection of Ashraf resident in accordance with US

obligations under international laws.

Throughout the past seven years, the PMOI have always had a cloge relationship with the
people of Irag. Women and children, especially, from cities throughout Irag visited Ashral
and its residents. During this period the women of Ashraf have had close cosperation with
Iraqi women and their organizations. They have organized and held many joint gatherings
and meelings aiming to raise the awareness of the Iragi women regarding their rights and
to seek solutions for their problems, Between 2003-09, the women of Ashraf organized and
hosted over 40 meetings with Iraqi women's groups (NGO's) on a variety of peace-making
and solidarity topics, with between 100-500 women in allendance at each event. This good

work was terminated when Ashraf was transferred to [ragi control.
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SECURITY TRANSITION TO IRAQI FORCES: 1325 Missing in Action

Un 28 December 2008, the US embassy in Baghdad issued a statement announcing that
“the responsibility for securlty of Camp Ashrafand Its residents will be turned over from
coalition forces to the government of Irag on 1 January 20097,

ltwas as a result of this agreement that on 20 February 2009 "Camp Ashraf witnessed a
full-Hedged handover of responsibility to Iragi forces”, From that peint on, the
responsibdlity for the treatment of Camp Ashral residents has been in the hands of the Iragi
government, According to a press release from the US Embassy in Baghdad dated 28
December 2008, the Iragl government has guaranteed that its treatment of the residents of

Camp Ashrat will be pursuant to net anly Iragi law, but also International laws.

Cooperation of Camp Ashraf residents

Uver a period of one vear [from August 2008 to:28 July 2009), the residents of Camp
Ashraf, giving respect Lo [rag’s sovereignty, and considering international warnings,
including one from the International Committee of Jurists, engaged and negotiated with
Iragl officials, showing incredible Aexibility, The residents of Camp Ashraf have fully
cooperated with the Iragi forces and even provided facilitles for them, 1t is important o

note that, since women hold leadership pesitions, they were parmer to these proceedings.

Iraqi forces’ attack on Ashraf

In a meeting with the President of Irag on 8 February 2008, Khamengi—the Supreme
Leader of the mullahs' regime—emphasized a hilateral agreement that had been made
between the Iranian regime and the Iragl government regarding the expulsion of the PMOI
from Irag. Unfortunately, the result of the security transitlon and the response to all of the
PMOI's cooperation was the attack and killing ol Camp Ashraf residents by the hands of
Iragi lorces on 28 and 29 July 2009 under the pretext of establishing a police station in the
camp and enfercing Iragi sovereignty. As a result, 11 unarmed and innocent residents of
Camp Ashrat were Killed, 500 Injured, 1,000 beaten and 36 Ashraf residents were taken
hostage for 72 days. Additionally, over 2.5 million dollars’ worth of damage was brought to

the Camp.
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During these attacks, the women of Ashral were threatened numerous times with murder
and rape by the Iragi offensive forces, in testimony recorded elsewhere 12 The vicious
behavior of the Iragl forces on 28 and 29 July is evidence to the perilous status of the
women in Ashraf. Their complaints have invalidated all assurances given by US officials
that safety would be guaranteed, Without SCR 1325 in operation under the [ragi takeover,
women now fear for all aspects of their safety, The "protection of women" outlined by Us
General William Brandenberg of MNF-1 is no longer in operation, causing local peace-

nsaking eftorts to be severely curtailed.

US officials announced several times that, before the security turnover, they had received
written assurances from the lragl government about the treatment of Camp Ashraf
residents "humanely and accarding to Irag's international commitments ..

Us ofticials also emphasized that "the US will try its utmost to guarantee that the Iragi
government will live up to the assurances it has given us on the treatment of Camp Ashraf

residents .. These assurances have been blatantly disregarded.

"Displacement”: A new conspiracy to attack and kill Ashraf residents

The relocation of Ashraf residents is yet another conspiracy plotted by the [ragl
government [pllowing the release of the Ashraf hostages. On 19 October 2009, an Iragi
government delegate officially announced to Camp Ashrafl representatives, that all
residents of the camp must be transferrved to Samava {south of Irag near the Saudi Arabia
barder] by 15 December 2009, The Iraqi delegate underlined that if the residents of Ashraf
did not give i to this transler, the events of 28 and 29 July would be repeated. To this day,
international organizations have emphasized that with reference to the universally
accepted principle of non-refoulement, residents aof Camp Ashraf should not be displaced,
expelled or repatriated and; in violation of the International Humanitarian Law (1HL),

should not be relocated inside Iraq.

Current restrictions on Ashraf

2 Fonlaine, L, ). Kazerounlan and E, Kargar Zadeh, 'Falling Through the Gaps of SCR/1325: The Plight of
Iranian Political Refugees in Irag”. Internationol Feminist fournol of Politfies. Under review July 2000
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Events of the last year have proved that not only is the fragi government nol respecting
international commitments and conventions but it also has no respect for its own laws and
legal system. In this period we have witnessed pressurves and restrictions forced by the
Iraqi government upon the residents of the Camp, and Ashraf has actually turned into a
prison. Restrictions have taken the form of preventing the entrance of different goods and
basic necessities into the camp, preventing the entrance of lawyers and family members of
Ashraf residents oreven American and European human rights organizations alming to
monitor the situation in the camp. Additionally, the 1llegal siege on Ashraf has had serious

physical and psychological effects on the residents, particularly the women,

On 7 October 2005, Major General William Brandenburg, deputy commander of the MNF-1,
Int & letter emphasized the rights of the residents of Camp Ashraf under the Fourth Geneva
Lonvention which regards Lhe stalus of foreign civilians in times of war in an occupied land.
He stated: "The residents of Camp Ashral have the right to protection from danger,

violence, coercion, and intimidation, and Lo special protection for the dignity and rights of

women”,

Due o the all-out siege being imposed on Ashraf, the treatment of patients there
deteriorates by the day. Of the 1,000 women in Ashraf, at least 541 are in need of medical
care and specialist examinations, They have not had a medical checkup for months.
Approximarely 90 women have serious cases and among those, 7 are urgent medical
patients. Unforlunalely, due to the restrictions imposed by the [ragi Interior Ministry's so-
called "Closing dewn Ashraf Committee’, the Camp has a serious lack of medical services
and also medical specialists, Including those to perform the necessary surgeries, causing
the patients to not receive the medial treatment they need. For example: For nearly four
months a women’s medical specialist was not allowed Lo come to Ashraf while 50 patients
were in dire need, 20 of whom required urgent examination and treatment. Over half of the

women in Ashraf are in need of medical treatment by doctors in female medical specialties.

As stated in UN Security Council Resolution 1325, to fully implement by International

Humanitarian Law (1HL) and Human Rights laws which protect the rights of women and
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girls during and after a conflicr situation, we ask the international community and UN
bradies:

« toemphasize on the status of residents of Ashraf as ‘protected persons’ under the
terms of the Fourth Geneva Convention or International Humanitarian Law [IHL)
and/or International Human Rights Law,

o Necessary action must be taken for UN forces to take over the responsibllity of the
protection of Ashraf residents.

o tocall on the US government for its forces to continue their presence in the camp
until security is taken over by the UN, and to puarantee the protection of the

residents from attacks, violence and forcible displacement inside Irag,

WHEN WOMEN DISARM: EMPOWERED OUTREACH UNDER SCH 1325

Carale R. Fontaine

The work of the women of Ashraf during the implementation of the values and spirit of
1325 during MNF-1 control of the refugee camp focused heavily on resourcing women in
their network within Iran, and thelr attempts (o partner with the women of [rag, now
facing the impaosition of theocratic Islamic law known as Shari'o and its lessening of the
rights guaranteed to women by international law. Programs revolved around establishing a
basic female solidarity through study rogether, presentations by various speakers, and
commonly held religious and secular celebrations, Women's rights and different ways of
Interpreting patriarchal religions—especially and particularly 1slam—were key [ssues
raised with lragi woemen's NGO's, On a broader scale, the leadership at Camp Ashral was
key in providing a safe, neutral meeting place where Iragis of different ethnicities and
denominations could come together to work on national issues in a context free of violence.
Evewitnesses note that the ‘message’ of the presence of strong, feminist, observant Islamic
woinen al Ashraf was not lost on male Muslims visiting on various missions, and Iragi
wiomen In such delegations were visibly empowered by the Ashrafi example with respect to
their own participation in discussions with men. The so-called ‘Sunni Awakening' was

mothered into existence by the women of Ashraf when the puidelines of 1325 were
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ohserved under UN observation and with US protections. Since the transfer of sovereignty

to the Iragt government, such meetings have ceased and violence in Irag is.on the upsurge.

Beyond the boundaries of the current occupation in Irag and brutal dictatorship in Iran, the
women of the PMO! have worked through education and nutreach to make their voices
heard in the West. The women often quote an Iranian proverh, "A clear conscience needs
no detense”, when speaking of their ‘terrorist’ label. "We have nothing to hide”, they say;
"Let the world come and see and know us, and learn who we are.” The era of 1325 at Ashraf
has allowed some of this Lo happen. Partnering with their political ‘sister’ organization, the
National Council of Resistance In Iran whose President-Elect is Mrs, Maryam Rajavl, a
former leader in Ashraf, the period from 2003-09 saw a flourishing of a world-wide
netwark of support for these women and their cause. Committees of support were founded
in a host of European Union countries and other world regions; websites telling the Ashraf
story sprang up on the Internet, and in print mediuvm. In 2004 in Geneva, WAFE,
Internationel Federation af Women United Against Fundamentalism (L' Intégrisme) and for
Equality was launched at a meeting of European women parliamentarians, professors,
Human Rights activists and religious professionals. Thanks to delegates nominated by
women at Ashrafor current PMOI members visiting at NCR-1 headquarters in Auvers-sur-
Ulse; France, women from Europe, Africa and the Americas were able to hear directly at
WAFE meetings the reports from delegates from Irag, |ordan, Lebanon, India, Palestine,
Indonesia and elsewhere about the conditions for women in regions where fundamentalist
Islam is at war with other more moderate or progressive movements within the religion,
Art exhibits on Human Rights abuses inside lran by Iranian women artists, as well as raw
video footage ol abuse provided by the PMOI from inside Iran, brought home to women
globally the dire consequences of being born woman when misogyny is a key component of
a religious government's self-described ‘war on immarality’. As of 2009, a second group,
WWAFE, Women World-wide Advancing Freedom and Equality, was born: its focus is the
rolé of female empowerment in areas outside of Islamic theocracies and their satellites. In
2010, WAFE, which focuses primarily on Iran and West Asia, adopted the fullowing Mission
Statement (soon to be published on a newly launched website]:

Mission Statement
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9.

We, women and men members of WAFE (International Federation of Women United
against Fundamentalism and for Equality] work to oppose Fundamentalism [religlous
extrentism or in French, 'intégrisme) wherever it occurs, together with the persecution
af women and denial of women’s full and equal human rights, upon which
Fundamentalism depends,

We are appalled by the current treatment of women in many fundamentalist regimes.
We see as unworthy of 21st century civilization the view that fifty percent of
humankind is inferior simply by virtue of her or his gender.

We believe that gender equality is essential te human development anid that all
discrimination and violence against women is profoundly destructive of human
potential and of family and community life.

We consequently seek to oppose all regimes which deny to any persan the full benefits,
challenges, rights and responsibilities of citizenship, and to eradicate all those laws,
vustoms, traditions and rituals which prevent women from contributing fully to all
aspects of |ife,

We strongly support the 1948 United Nations Declaration of Universal Human Rights
and the many international declarations and conventions which have followed, which
all alfirm that women's human rights are consistent with and inalienable from all
human rights.

We seck Lo promote secieties free from all forms of gender diserimination in which
women and men alike can enjoy self-fulfillment, whilst accepting the responsibilities
and concern for olhers which must accompany such privileges,

We seek to promole societies in which every individual has the opportunity to realise
hier or his potential, constrained only by the limits imposed by respect for the freedom
af others.

We seek to develop worldwide links with women and men, communities and
organizations who share our mission of empowering women and te work with them to
oppuse the tide of Fundamentalism which threatens many parts of the world today,

We are willing to work with other organizations sharing consistent vision and mission.

1. We conduct WAFE activides with transparency In accordance with the abuve tenets and

in conformity with our Constitution. Amended June 27, 2010.

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

It cannot be emphasized enough that witheut the protections of 1325, no peace-making

overtures or programs of solidarity between refugees and people of the host nation and

beyond could even be imagined, much less implemented, in @ war zone or ecey pation
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setting. Where women are used o and proud of being able to defend themselves and their
counlry, one cannot expect thal they will docilely present themselves to become victims of
rape, torture and harassment when disarmed. Only in the presence of a clear statement of
rights and the special needs of women in such onflict situations, as well 45 monitoring by
those in charge, can women be expected to participate in what can seem like blatant dis-
empowerment, The women of Ashral have weathered this transition successfully, and
converted a situation of dire possibilities into one of blooming support and education, They
deserve to live free of the threat of rape by Iragi and Iranian forces, or refoulement to 4
hostile home country that has imprisoned many of them previously. We see what can

happen when 1325 is in place; we fear what may happen now that it is not.

The problems posed for Istam world wide by violent, well-funded extremists who claim to
e the arbiters of the 'true’ form of their religion are problems that will confront every
Muslim in the coming century, Wommen living under the strictest and muost misogynist
interpretations of theocratic rule invariably suffer: the rise of honar killings of women
under the rule of Hamas, lunded by Iranian money, in Gaza, and the conditions for women
poverned by Hezbollah in Lebanon, alse funded by Iran, are object lessons for Muslim
women everywhere, and non-Muslim women besides. There is more than one
fundamentalist refigion in the world, and they all share a goal of inscribing the supremacy
of Man in their laws and society,, even if they are not explicit about it in their public
statements. The activities and growth of the women of Ashraf teach all their sisters that
Resistance is NOT Futile, We would see them survive their current situation and return to

their work with their fragi sisters in confronting the advance of tundamentalist extremism.

Aleng with the Pentagon and variows European courts and lawmaking bodies, the authors
of this repart find no evidence that the PMOI are anything other than what they claim to be:
a legitimate ppposition movement with a long-term histary and impact. They are certainly
nat errorists as various legal bodies have concluded in their binding determinations and
rulings over the past few vears. [t is ludicrous to continue o claim that they are: these
wimen In head-scarves are not our enemy! The United States has no other course, should it

obey international law and honor the outcomes of its own internal Investigations, than to
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remave the PMOL from the List of Froscribed Orpanizations. As a voice in the Middle Fast
which blends democratic values and processes with a progressive brand of Islam, they are
invaluable allies to those sesking peace in the region, and a beacon of hope to those within
Iran who made their presence so strongly felt during and subs equent to the fraudulent
General Elections of 2008. The PMOL's presence on the Proscribed Organizations List in the
US is now a minority position among lawmakers world-wide. US House of Representatives
Resolution 1431 from the US Cungress agrees with majority rullngs that the PMOI are not

terrarists and makes the recommendation that the PMOI be removed from the List 12

Apart from any questions of proseription by one national state, we reaffirm that the women
and men of Camp Ashraf are Protected Persons under the Fourth Geneva Convention
according to the US and UN officials, and that any repatriation of them to Tran constitutes a

direct vielation of that convention and exposes them to mprisonment, torture and death.

Likewise, resettlement within Iraq raises specials issues of sulety and gender Issues for the

women of Camp Ashraf

Uur recommendation: honor the obligations of 1325 as US troop withdrawal commences

by transferring Camp Ashraf to UN control and monita ring.

Y HRES 143 LIH. 2010, United States 111th Congress 2d Session 10 June. Authors: R, Filner, 5, Jacksun Lee, [
Hohrabacker,
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Daughters of Allah: In Their Own Words

Oher the course of two seéparate conferences in Paris, we collected the stories of some of
the women of the Mujahedin e-Kalg [MeK]. To structure the interviews, we started with a
commoen list of basic questions:

*  When did you first learn of the MeK?

*  What are your strongest impressions of the MeK as a group? As individuals?

*  Glven your expectations from what you had heard/learned, did vou find the label
‘errorist to be warranted?

*  What made you decide to become part of the MeK?

* Would you share a story or two of an encounter that really stood out in your
mind?

*  What message would you give to the women in the West?

The responses that came back to us were both heartbreaking and hopeful.

"We are standing until the end.”

Fareshteh Dashti, 45 years old

Born in Abadan in SW of Iran {reor frag). Fareshteh lived in Tehran with her parents, 3
sisters, one brother and a paternal aunt.,

Al S TR G i i
I started to know of the MeK when | was just 11 years old, when we moved to Tehran, This
was 1976-77, under the Shah. My alder brother and sister were involved [n the MeK in
their university environment, and that is how the whole family came to know of them.
My father was an accountant in the cultural ministry, and then in a private firm; my maother
wis @ home maker. Both of them were very open minded - well-educated and open to
society. They used to pray and would fast and wear the headscart during Ramadan, but
they did not do so regularly. My sisters, when they went to university and started belng
with the MeK, chose to wear the headscarf.

My sister Layla (sp”) and my second sister, Nasilah, went to university and usually studied
together. When my brother, Houd got into the university, he was just 15 vears old. My
sister Falibah/Farideh [sp??) got her diploma, but she didn't really finish because of the
Revolution. All ol them were politically active and had to leave the country. Layla (sp7) isin
Ashral right now.

VWAL v i TR ERGEST A M ST O |_.-:I:|:' VER Oy RroiEs A I ivicT i ert s
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A couple of things caught my sttention: 1) they were truthful to their belief, not trving to
tool you into joining, 2] Their leadership under Massoud Rajavi. They were all as one body,
all on one level No hlerarchy, Al of them worked together as a group,

Wihat muode you decide (o become T af the Mek?

Talready had the background In the MeK, and | read forbidden books, 1 read a book about
[the lestimonies aff the first MeK martyr, Mehdi Reza'l, who was 19. He came from a large
tamily, and almost all ¢f them were executed. He was so strong in defending himself in
court, they were afraid of him. Rather than speak out for himself, he spoke out about
sociely and the problems that were happening,

| was active with the MeK in student bodles in 1978, and then the Revolution happened. At
that age, [ chose to be a mujahed. At that time the students didn’t have a specific title in the
organization. They had a name for all of the students, “militia”, "little Aghter”.

The MeK had different locations during that period. My sisters Layla and Nasilah were
active in the MeK in Ahvaz, and Falibah, Houd and | were active in Tehran.

Ll e fing ghe Salid terrarise” o B s eron g

Right after 1980, the MeK had a newspaper that they used to sell and that talked about the
group, but Khomeini had already labeled them an enemy even though they didn't do
anything. He started this before velayat e fagih {"governance of the furist”™; theocratic rule).
The mujahedin believe in true Islam, Khomeinl knew this and that was why he wanted
them gone. In six months, the MeK supparters’ numbers became thousands, and when
Khomeini saw that, this was when he began to attack them. Massoud Rajav] had classes
tluring that open tme, teaching about the universe, philosophy, and other things.
Khomeini's people would see them leave the classes and would beat them, This drew the
comparison between the MeK's Islam and Khomeini's brand of Tslam.

After Khomeini came W power and made the chador mandatory, the women had a
demonstration, and we went with them and stood with them. We were very surprised with
Khomeini lslam doesn’t dictate how vou cover vourself.

VO wurie shire o story ar twg of o encatites Wl really steod i i your mind

In l‘?IEl I:hme was 3 500,000 person demnnstrauan It was thie maost pt—.!..ll. eful
demonstration that they had done. Betore that, | was selling the MeK newspaper and they
beat me and put me in prison, After beating and harassing moe for a week, they let me go. |
was 15 years old,

Une of my cousins, Ramin Dasht, was executed In the 500,000 person demonstration.

During the demonstration, | was hit with chains so that | could hardly see. As we waited at
the clinic, Ramin was killed and didn’t come back. The next day, we went to identify Ramin.
I wore the chador, There were so many families there looking for thelr sons and daughters.
There were 3 or 4 volumes there of pictures of those who had been killed - they had taken
pictures from nlght W morning of all of the children, The doctor there told us that they had
just taken all of the bodies away and buried them, I wondered “how am | going to go home
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and tell my uncle his son [s dead?” From that moment on, his mother's depression hegan.
Reza, Ramin's brother, was a supporter also, and in 1981 the regime's agents killed him.

A week before this, during a peaceful demonstration, they stabbed my sister Falibah (2
years older) in the back from behind with a machete. It pierced her in the back through to
her heart. She bled so much, and they took her to the hospltal, Two other MeK members
were doctors and they were able to keep her there In the hospital. She had a suction on her
heart to keep her alive,

Aiter that happened, and because of how they began arresting MeK members, we couldn't
stay. Khomeini had already started executing prisuners. This was Nov./Dec. 1981, We had
to hide in family members' houses in order not to be arrested. There were no cell phones or
easy aceess to telephones, We were “underground”, from one house to another, and so the
cennection between us and the MeK was broken because we were underground.

My other sisters had gotten married to MeK members, My brather had gotten a job in
Shiraz. He was 21 and had been married about 40 days when they killed him and also his
wife Marvam,

At the same time my brother Houd gor killed by the regime, Layla and héer husband, with
help from the family, left lran and |oined the MeK in Kurdistani Iran. Faribah and | were in
Tehran and hiding, and we didn't have any place to go but went from house to house of
family and friends, We didn’t have anyone,

At our house, they would sometimes have meetings and the MeK newspapers were there.
One of the times, we came home and the regime accldentally found out and arrested us.
They arrested Falibah in 1982 but didn't execute her until 1988, among the 30,000 that
weore executed.

My sister Nasllah and her husband (Hanl Azalu?) and one-month old baby were arrested in
1982 She was in prison for 8 years. Her hushand was a doctor, and had been a political
prisoner even at the Shah's time, Their twao children, Hamid and Houd, stayed with my
mother, Even with the une-month old baby, they would take my mather ta the Evin prison
and torture my sister because they wanted to find me and Falibah.

My nephew Houd and my sister Nastlah went in 1996 to lrag to see Layla. As soun as they
got back, the regime found out and arrested them, They both got 3 years in prison.

Miede wisteld Dl e Mol for all of this that way Broug Rt to vaor fomily, Can vy speak
GO Keriae VR EXORT O i el Ve Ea remb i an aotive m nnhar af flhie MoK?

| could see for mysellf what was happening in my society, and [ could see that the MeK had
given gverything When | see that the regime has taken away those rights, the freedom to
speak, to think, to be,.and then [ see these educated, intelligent people who have joined in
the same cause to fight for those rights, When you know you have such a leadership and
knevw what they can do for people, that's why vou go on.

W frear a ot fram the muadlahs that the famifios of the Mel ore axhigmed that they are doing

Shigdrrg dloin ba glop Wb wernli o sov Bacle?
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[ know who my family is. Some of our distant family members, they might have been scared
of what we do, because Khomeini might go after them, but recently, | had a conversation
with those family, and they said that they were defending us, My mom, who was tortured
and pressured so much herself, says that they are ashamed that they cannot help us.

Do pou lave o essuge vou warld like to give to e wiomen of the Wesr?

| believe thatall of the women together have to unite and understand the pain of penple,
and nevergive up. Like Saba said, ‘we are standing until the end’. We who are fighting here
in the West and also with you, we can continue.
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“But we had a chance to stand up,”
Zohreh Shfaei, 50 years old
[she has articles that Sarvi will send)]

This is my family:

Dad, a-doctar - 50 when he was executed

Mom - 42 when she was executed

Older brother, a student of mythology - 27 when he was executed
Sister Maryam, at university for literature - 24 when she was executed
Younger brother - 16 when he was executed

Brother-in-faw - 2% when he was executed.

We were 5 sisters and brothers, and from my family there Is just me and my younger
brother left.

We were a very happy family, well off, and we could have done nothing and been fine. But
we had a chance to stand up. | am only talking as a witness, but if you speak to any Mek,
their story is the same.

Woeantlif vari share g story or fwo of gnencawnter that el (e st oud ol et ?

We lived in Isfahan. My father was well-known and loved, My father, mother and younger
brother were executed by firing squad with 50 others, Their crime was being supporters of
tie MeE. My father, becouse he was a doctor, would treat them in his offices,

When they were arrested, they wanted to bring my father on the national TV and have him
speak out against the Mek; then they would free them, My mom's answer was, ‘my child is
like thousands of other children who are in the country without anylhing. And the MeK Is
fighting for their freedom., | will hol go on TV and say this.

We also had a gathering in our home In memory of a young boy who was killed by the
regime, A few months after that, my sister Marvam and her husband were killed in the
street. My older brother was killed in prison, on the terture table,

| was only 20 when all of these things were happening to me. The normal thing is that when
this sort of thing happens, It las to be the end of your life and world, but 1 could understand
that they gave their lives for the better lives of their children, and that gives me reason to
tive: Other countries have gotten their freedom by standing up, and it [s now our turn.

LU Y B O TR T Y WAL e S e B Birer o nk ol thid WosEs
Really, we need your help for getting our voice out there, Be the vaice of the voiceless
franian women. It I3 good to be from one side, to be our voice, but also the women in Iran
who are under the worst pressure, unable to say anything,
None of us want anything for us. The whole reason and purpose for our fight is to free all
Iranian peaple from the mullahs. In any way you can, help us to free our country to be like
others. We admire and value your support and that's why we have the strength to go on.
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“There is nothing left of you to fight”

Homyra Wassehan, 45 years old

Barn in Tehran, Homyro lived in Ashraf,

[she has an article in VSD.fr March 2, 2011 which we need to ask for copy of]

W Taie e mm e ¢t Pencrine perk af the Mok
From the time [ was 14, [ could see how the regime stops women from doing what the ¥
want to do and from studying, and [ wanted to support them. My family was also
supportive of the MeK. Seeing what Khomeini was taking away, | became active, and the
only organization that had the message of lreedom was the MeK, We were very active in
the schools, and Khomeini was stopping us every step on the way.

In 1980-B1, I was 15 years old and F'was imprisoned for § years. My crime was giving out
pamphlets by an MeK member who was arrested. They were torturing me, and that's when
| got the symptoms of a bleeding ulcer. [ dropped to 70lbs because of bad food and
beatings. Also, we would all give our food to the children there whose mothers were
arrested, so we did nol have a lot to eat My kidneys shut down. Afterwards, they started
me on dialysis, but they still wouldn't give me the right food.

{ was put in solitary for & months. There was a heater thers that constantly dripped, so |
was sleeping or sitting in water all of that time. | began to get arthritis. When they saw how
sick I had become, and knew my health would not let me go on and fight again, then they
freed me. “There is nothing left of you Lo fight." This is what they said when they let me B0,

['was in the hospital for 6 months. Then, after about 18 months, | left Tran, and when |
escaped the country they imprisoned my parents for two months. [ was newly married to
an MeK person; he went back to Tran and they imprisoned him and executed him. Also
during this tme my uncle was in prison, They had told my mother that they would free him
and that she could come with money to the prison. When she went there, she saw his
picture in the book of those who were killed. The shock was so bad, it stopped her heart
and killed her.

Thera were three small ones lett in the home, myself, my 6-year old sister and 5-vear old
brother. {don'c know whore (his applies, peed to cut) My older sister (50 now] got arrested
in the 2008 election demonstration and is in prison now. When she was originally arrested,
they gave her the death sentence. All for joining a demonstration, It was the haly day of
Ashura. We found oul later that another reason was that she had gone to Ashraf to visit my
aunt, cousin, and another uncle, They said she was 'mobareb’ (“enemy of God"), She is sick
in prison and has a libroid that needs surgery. They will send her for that and then bring
her back to prison. Also, she has a heart problem that needs surgery, but they cannot do
anything until the fibraid is done.

Her daughter got thyroid cancer - they say it was hecause of the shock of her mother belng
arrested.

FI 1T T L TN :'J.' IE O gy o [ Ve e a25normed Cheed Uiy e

15, EOAT Ehay are hegoing themt f stop Wirat wiauld voti say backe?
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They are worried about my sister, but they don't hlame the MeK. They blame the regime,
My sister wasn't like me, wanting to be a freedom fighter; she was just a normal person in a
demanstration. My point is that this regime is 50 bad that all of the families have become
hostages because of having family In Ashraf.

How have vou fousd the strengeh oo SUrvied yanr v ieelth probfems?

At the time they arrested me, | didn't know a lat, but over the 5 years as | saw all of my
prison friends executed, | saw thal by coming out and doing this, it is the only way | can
make a change to stop these things.

I e FEHIT TSR frr Es e Wil -'-':"'-'r P s ) l|'Z'.|'|'l|:"."-_"'|!" ;

Even though you might be physically frail or sick, that is not everything; having hope and
poing on - thatis what Is Important.

FTHEVE | Il."‘|'|| WO WLl |"I-||_'I Lep I."-t I'||||'I|| WARNTEN 0 I| Ji ||

M].’ message 15 the same as that of the 1,000 women in Ashral: women in the West can
believe in freedom for Iran and can stand with them and fight for that freedom.

Grafeful thanks to our translator, Nasrin Saifi, who works at the University of California Berkeley, and
whose cousia lives in Ashraf
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MEK Interviews: February 2013, Paris France

“I have u lot of hope; if | had not, | would not be here,”
Maliheh, 52 yvears old

VSTt ekpd 1o fiesd lea e e the Med

I came to know the MeK in 1357 (1975) in the midst of the Revolution. | had heard about
them through a4 man who participated in the Shah protests along with everyone else. He
was later martyred. During the demonstrations, we used 1o raise pictures of the martyrs
and because | have some religious foundations, that's why [ chose the mujahedin,

WAL Gre paur SIennpest impressions on the MeX as e group? Individualy?

What | knew of religion was very traditional; it was what surrounded me, from my family.
When 1 got to know the mujahedin, | found that their view was very different from whart |
knew, and that [s why | was so altracted to them and chose them asan organization and an
icea that I would follow, and is the reason why I'm still standing with them, What 1 can tell
you aboutis their progressive views and the values that they have, and how they
appreciate the value of women and equality of gender.

i ok re b e ms frreT Wit virnr tan -"--'.'I.'-'.'__ I=errnogd .|I||.'._|'-'I|' e f'lnr.' "l'-'l.'l.'ll |".'r_|'".”'l. ok Ei
VETr i

At the time that they were called terrorists, | was still living in Iran, You must have a strong
[aith in your value svstem and in their organization. When yvou believe In them, all of their
dangers hecome your dangers and are taken upoen yoursell,
Lam myselfa supporter, L didn't know anyhody in Ashraf. and have never been, but I have
Been a political prisoner myself, and my husband was a political prisoner who was
martyred. | must say thatafter | spent time in prison and aftor my husband was murdered,
I'was much more motivated to follow through in the movement. I felt that [ had moare of a
responsibility to carry both his burden and mine.

Befare prison, | used to participate in the MeK gatherings and protests. | was arrested
when | protested in the biggest demonstration the mujahedin ever had (1.5 million in
19#1). | was arrested because | stood up for my rights as a woman. On that day, they were
shooting straight on the people [befare, they had heen fust shaarin 3 to the side, but on this
day they had permission). I was a witness to the shootin g but we were all umning away in
the street, shouting slogans: At some point, we were surrounded and all arrested, along
with about 15 of the people around us. T was kee ping our home at the time, and my
daughter was 9 muonths old, When | was arrested, many different people took care of her;
sametimes friends, and also my mother., In prison, there were no meetings allowed with the
outside world, so 1 did not get to see her while | was there, When | witnessed that some of
the other prisoners wers so voung and some so old, but vel they were so strong, It kept me
strong as well. In general, the vast majority of them were MeX supporters.

| g LICELE i VAT AIr DA SR (T BT L FHitE o .I'I'. G OTel e Yoy .'."I|'."|I:.I.I
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What memories do | have from prison? The entire period you spend in prison - every
second, every minute - isa memaory, and repeating those memories is not so easy. This
particular memory | will share: 3 mother was to be executed, and at the moment they were
taking her, she was holding her 1 % year-old child, and they wanted to separate them, |
was wearing a blindfold, 50 1 just heard them, and | heard the mother calling out to the
child, "Zahra, Zahra' as they were separating them, and the child was calling back. [ knew
this mother. They took her away and that same night she was execated. After | left prison, |
Fellowed the story (of Zahra). Her grandmother had taken over caring for her. She Is now
married and has children of her own, but to this day carries the psvehological wounds of
that experience.

Could you share a story or twe of an encounter that really stood out in your mind?

| was tortured in prison. It seemed to me as if the guards must be sick: How is it pussible
that a person can take pleasure n tormenting another person and feel nothing about it?
Whal we saw was that when the torturer was not present, the other guards were trying to
fill in his shoes. As a woman, they wanted to break you down because they thought it was
beyond your means to survive. That was what they thought, that we could not endure the
torture. But we did endure it and we did stand [irm in our beliefs. [t seems to me that what
they wanted to see was a woman breaking down, not standing up. and when they saw that
we were standing firm, they were the-ones breaking down. They were not human beings,

Nubody knew that | was in prison, although [ was there for about 2 years, Compared to
uthers, it was not such a long ime; | feel quite ashamed talking about it. The more you see
of uther people's pain, the less you feel vour own,

What was special In my case - perhaps | was lucky, perhaps unfucky - is that they did not
identify me, so 1 was never sentenced. | feel | was unlucky, actually, because they could not
find anything on me, They just got tired and let me go. What they wanted [rom me was my
husband, and when they finally found him and arrested him, they had no use for me.

At the time, | wasn't sure what he was doing; 1 was active on my own, and he was active on
his, He was a freelancer, and a very strong activist, [t was actually an interrogator who told
me that he had been arrested.

My story began after | got out of prison. That's when | tried to find my husband. A very
short while after, [ found out where he was, and found out that he had been executed. | was
never lold why.

I was very voung, barely 22 and had a child, and | had no one to take care of me in my
country. When you are a worman who hos been in prison, and when you have been
imprisened because of an idea that the entire system is afrald of, nobody will give vou a job
and peaple fear youw. When [ think back, | cannot even imagine how it was possible thar |
endured all of that It seems to me that prison was easier than being on the outside,

This has not changed how I teel aboul the mujahedin, | feel proud of the fact that | was able
ta survive with my integeity intact. When you are a lonely woman with a child, you might
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be driven to de anything, but 1 did not. | kept my integrity and my faith in God. If you have
na vision and no values, then it is not possible fer vou Lo keep your integrity,

There are many good people out there, but | wanted to stand on my own two feet, so |
wouldn't allow peaple to help me.

Helt very late because T was in the hospital when [ got out, but I always wanted to follow up
an my ideals, to find the thing that 1 was looking for, that | was fighting lor. Twelve years
apo | was able to leave Iran [ am 52 now).

| had been looking for the mujahedin when [ came out, where they were and what they
were deing, but just after [ arrived here (France), | found them all and became a drop of
waler in that ocean, 1twas like being reborn. A new life. People that | had been looking for
for so many years - there they were, My daughter is doing fine. She lives here now, and has
4 5005,

Lo vou mve g message ol would ke by give toothe women of the West?

To the women in the West: If you do nothing for the women of Tran, at the bare minimum
whal you can do is to be clase to this movement, do what vou can to support this
organization, This is the way in which you can do much more for the women of Iran
because lranian women, while being oppressed, are also fighters.

I have a lot of hope; if 1 had not, [ would not be here. | have hope for a better Future for my
peaple, and | have belief and hope for this organization. | am sure that with the help of this
muvement, my peaple will see freedom.

I would like to thank you for listening to me.

] T T L ——

“I'm o mujohedin on a mission.”
Maojgan, 49 vears old
{shot in the. leg)

| am a mother and an Ashrafi. My father was an engineer, my mother kept house, 1 have one
brother, 5 years vounger.

Viten did you flest laorn of the MeK?
I 'was 15-16 years old during the Revelution, [ got to know the mujahedin through some of
my friends in school. They were a hit more active than [ at the time, and they told me about
them. | felt as though | had been searching for something, and when 1 got to know them it
seemed like I could find everything in their group. | became active in school and |
participated in demonstrations. [ became part of their networl - whatever they did, we
were part of it. My father did not agree with the Shah, but it was just an opinion he had - he

was not an acuvist,

Vet dire e viripaiest {improsysiang on i Mok s i droin S tndiviangls
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[ did not wear the hijab at the time and did not come from a religious family, but the MeK's
belief system, their activities, their courage, the fact that they were fighting for freedom to
such an extent - this was very attractive to me. The way they treated women was different
= @Ven young women were given important tasks to do.

After the big demuonstration in 1981, the regime's agents were looking all over for the
mujahedin, to arrest us. Desplte my famlly's disagreement, | left home. Very often, it
happened thal | didn't know where to go at night 1 couldn't find homes to visit. | was in
touch with all of my friends, and we were all active together, but it was all in secret.

Could you share a story ar two of an encounter that really stood out in your mind?

| was to meet a friend of mine and we were supposed to do something, Another friend of
vurs had been arrested, so those at the prison knew about our meeting after lorturing her,
Peaple from Evin prison were waiting for us at the meeting. They had brought their car,
and when they saw us gathering, they took me and pulled me into the car, and | was
brought to Evin prison. |t was a terrible rime, because while in the car on our way to Evin,
they were looking around to find any other youngsters who looked suspicious to grab and
take with them. | remember driving by a young givl and they said she looked suspicious.

At the gate of Evin they blindfolded me. The worst part was witnessing that my other
friends had been so badly tortured. They were bloody, and the guards confronted me with
them to scare me, That was terrible for me.

In the space where vou enter, the interrogation area, everywhere you hear the screams of
people being tortured, Even under the blindfold you can see the trail of blood.

There were so many arrests made that they had notime (o bring people in as one, so we all
sat together. They had so much information about me before | was arrested that they didn't
feel they needed to bother with me and could just send me right into the prison, They
tested me before | went from the interrogation area to the prisen - they wanted to see
where | stood. I wasn't actually tortured, but they do beat everybody when they are
arrested, Fora long period of time | was told | was going to be executed. They wanted to be
sure whether | stll felt the same way about the mujahedin after that, or had changed my
mind. But a Iriend of mine and | both had the same story - we were a team, Another friend
wha had been going to the meeting was beaten very badly because she was the head of our
team. By coincidence we were placed in the same room one night, and we talked and we
agreed on what to say when they asked us. She told me what they had been asking her
about, and what they asked about me, so that we would have Lthe same story. She wanted to
save me. Then she and my other friend were both executed. The one who had revealed our
meeting place felt so bad that anything should happen to me.

For o long time my family did not come to visit me. The interrogator came and tald me to
call home. My moether had no idea that | was in prison, even though | had been away. The
Interregator gave me the phone first so that she would know it was me, then he took the
phone away and said that they had found me in the streel and had arrested me, and they
would let her know when | would be executed.
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several months later my [amily was allowed to come and see me through glass. They were
s0 broken down, they couldn't even talk properiy. They were expecting me to be executed
at any moment, [Lwas very hard for me; in my heart [ felt it was not good Idea for them te
come and visit

| was ln prison or 5 years. | knew a lot of MeK people in prisen, and from outside prison as
will. All the time, we were together.

The Iranian regime has a special hatred for the mujabedin, but especially toward the
women because they de not expect them to behave the way they do. They believe them to
be second class and weak. Confronting the regime is absolutely not the role of women.
What | found amazing was that not only did | have to confront the mullahs' regime, but also
my father who was an intellectual, He was so against the way | was acting out, so 1 was
caught berween this and my family too. They were se afraid that [ would get drrested and
could not-accept that 1 would take all these risks and still be an activist,

During a period of time that I spent in another prison, there was a delegation that came
from Montazeri, The delegation took over responsibility for the prison for a period of time,
and took it away from the administration. They took ever all the documents of ail the
prisoners in the jail, and because they took all of that away, they gave amnesty to the
people in the jail, Prisoners were given time to spend with their families. People who had
been injured were let out fora period of time to spend with their families. In that period,
some who were given the time fled the country.

Those that were hospitalized actually fled from the hospital and many went to Ashraf. We
knew that they were poing to escape, and even collected money for them in the prison. We
linew that they were not coming back.

In that period of time, | was also free. [ heard afterwards that when the regime found out
about the people who fled, they just took everyone to Evin, and things became worse,

The mujahedin sent units to Iran ta help the people leave the country at that time, |
remember when we were fleeing the country that hecause | had been arrested, if they got
me again they would do us much more harm. One of the units got me oul of Iran to Ashraf,
but I went back to lran twice because when you arrived in Ashraf, you were given a choice
- you could stay or you could go back and help others to get out, so | went back, Tt was very
difficult and | remember every bit of it. It was dangerous because they knew us, since we
had been prisoners. Smugglers helped us out

50 I'made two hard chotces in a very short period of time: one was to choose to flee and
come o Ashral, and owo was that after being in prison for so long, I chose to come back and
help the others, because sumeone else actually did risk their life to help me. | thought, it's

not good for me to feel that now that I have everything, | don't care for the rest, Just like me,
the others needed Lo come vut.

[ was at Ashral 1366-72 (1987-93), and once again in 1374 (1995), but before the bombing
of Iran started the second time, we had already left Ashraf 1o help the resistance outside,
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They were trylng Lo organize the network outside in different countries and cities, They set
up presidential offices.

| was hit by a bullel just before the Iran-Irag war ended, at the time that they had a truce,
and we moved towards Tehran. | remember they were saying (even though | myself was
part of a team) that we lived in houses and there was immoral activity poing on, but | knew
this not to be true.

I remember a different incident that the Iranian regime has been spreading information
about, They tried to say that we were part of an Iraqi brigade, but we had nothing to do
with the lragis, When we participated In that move [t Ashraf], we decided to sacrifice
oursefves so that we could make a path for others. Many were killed and many were
wounded, and many became hostages.

Many people are relatives of mujahedin, so they know the truth about them. | must admit
thal the two times thal | went back inside Iran to help others, | was so amazed at how
peaple supported us.

We were actually part of the first team that was specific to women. It used to be all men
who worked with the smugglers, During this time, the others had worked so much with the
smugglers, so the image | had was very different from them. They found it very hard to
work with a team of women. The first time, they were very hard on us. They changed their
minds afler a while, because they saw that we were running as fast as they were running,
so they started calling us sisters, But the first time | went to Tehran, | remember, we had
the addresses of people and we were supposed to find them to go and get them, We had a
short time in which te leave the smugglers, find the people, and come back. | remember
that I was given an address the first time to stay that night, but the people whose address |
had said that they were very afraid and Lold me not to come, S0 1 spent that night nutdoors,
and 1 had ne idea what to do, All of the people | knew, | had been tald never to seek them
out, because then itwould be known that [ was there, | remember that there was a cab
driving by, and when | saw it [ thought it was a miracle, that [ could just sitin the cab and
not have to sleep in the street While we were driving, T tried to talk to the driver to figure
out whether he was friendly to the mujahed, or with the regime. He was a young man, and |
finally told him I'was with the mujahed, and he was shocked. He pulled over and stopped,
He said, "why are you telling me this¥ He was very afraid. | said to him, ‘the fact that I'm
tetling you this, 'm the one who is risking my life. So then he said ‘what can 1 do for you?' |
sald, right now [ have nowhere to sleep, and if [ am on the street, they can have me
arrested at any moment. Then he started thinking and said, ‘1've heard of the mujahedin,
but I've never seen one.’ So he took me to his home, but he was thinking, ‘what am i going
to tell my mother? It was one or two in the morning,

He told her that | was staying the night and would have to stay a couple of days, and she
said nothing, | think she knew. He ended up driving me to all of the addresses during the
three days that | spent there, He was actually such a good man; he collected a lot of money
for us, and he was willing to look like a part of our group so that people would believe we
were all together. The last night before we left, he gave me a card and said, 'If you come
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back, or your friends, tell them to call me and | will help.' | very often think of thal taxi
driver.

The second time | went back, [t was the same thing - people were so good to me, The work
we were doing was risky and hard,
The second time we had to leave for Zahadan to catch up with the smugslers, but we had
lost the ticket to get there, so the dav before [ went to a travel agency. | checked them out
and they seemed to be normal citizens, and [ said that | would like to speak to the manager.
| was pretending to be someone else, wearing a long black veil, but they thought | wasa
hezholli. They brought me to the manager, and | said that | was a mujabed and was here on
4 mission. At first he was really shocked, but then sald that ] had to come with him
immediately because he was very terrified. He put me in his car and ust left. He asked why
I cid it this way - wasn't | afraid he might be with the regime?
He ended up helping us with all the tickets, but he told us please, don't just do this again,
tell someone "'m & mujahedin on 2 mission’,

PEILE i FHEEEE Y FIRE L0 v o B warnen of the Wes
Tarthe women of the West: | believe that the histary of the struggle of the women who fight
isvery rich and that's the reason we have sister Rajavi. It's like all of the history and all of
the struggling of these years have come together and are symbolized in her. When our
leadership was taken over by a woman, there was a change in the gquality of our work, and
It was amazing to watch huw the men changed,

[ have seen with my own eyes many of those people who have been martyred: all the
pictures, all the young girls. | believe that even thaugh in western countries the women
seem to have all the rights, it is still not the case. There are things that you don't see that
keep it from being the case.

I believe that everyone can come together and use this experience of ours so that they are
not indifferent to what is happening in the world - so that there will come a day that the
whole world is united and peaple are not so pelarized, and there is no longer 3 whole group
of people thinking that our pain is not theirs.

“We Saw Justice in Them™:
Interview of Mahin Saremi,

Iranian Women's Activist, Political Prisoner and Torture Survivor
by Carole H Fontaine

Ina small apartment in a ‘bedroom’ community of Paris, three Muslim women of
middle years and older have laid a spread with typical Persian hospitality, waiting for
guests from the United States to visit. Dried apricots, lakum, sweetly scented teas, fresh
fruit (with the obligatory small cucumbers that so delight the people of Iran), pistachios,
and olher dainties are laid out, waiting on the coffee table, though It s unfikely that their
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conversation can be sweetened by mere foodstuffs, Mrs. M, the resident, looks lovingly at
the glass cabinet where she has proudly displayed her five dead children, members of the
People’s Mujahedin of Iran (the ‘notorious’ PMOL or In Persian, MeK), all tortured and
martyred by the murderous regime in Tehran, Extremist Shi'ite mullzhs have terrorized a
whole people for over thirty years, since the uprising against Shah Pahlevi was hijacked by
the opportunist Ayatollah Khomelnl His government continues Lo interfere and threaten
the region in their quest to head a worldwide Caliphate that will rule the broken West, as
well as wipe lsraet from the modern map. Into this mess, a group of Christian women
Human Rights activists, interested in how to make commaon cause with the brave women of
the Arab Spring of 2011, determine to meet with any Muslim women who feel free enough
to share their experiences of repression, torture and the heavy price of dissent,

After the lass of her last child, Mrs. M simply packed a small overnight bag in her
home (n Tehran and bepan to walk to the border of Pakistan, unheeding of any personal
danger, After all, alter losing five brave children and a husband, what more could the
muliahs do to her? After her long journey — eventually accomplished - she was able, with
the help of the PMOI stationed in their base camp Ashraf City on the Iraqi side of the border
with Iran, to make her way to France, There, in the small community of Auvers-sur-Qise,
live the members of the National Council of Résistance in Iran {NCRL), a political support
group thart lobbics for the survival of the PMOT under the Shi'lte puppet government of al-
Maliki, the Iragi sell-out who speaks Arabic with a Farsi accent. The fate of those in Ashraf
City Is the constant subject of praver and action for the families who have lost children and
lamily members in the struggle for a tree Iran. The old women remember the Shah well,
but what is experienced now by their people is a thousand times waorse, they say--and who
15 to blame them?

[n 2009, the hollow men of the Tragi government, working hand in band with Tehran
and at thelr directives, determine to expel and extradite the PMOI members back to Iran,
where they awaif torture and execution. Both the United States and the United Nations are
implicated in the fate of the PMOL: the US invasion of lrag first bombed, then exculpated all
of the residents of Ashraf City, who had been dubbed terrorists by Iran and given that
status under the Clinlon Administration as a ‘gesture of good will’ to Iran, in return for a
conspicucus fack of reform in the area of Human Rights abuses under supposed moderate
Khatami. During athorough investigation by the Pentagon, ranking L% ofticials in Irag, and
In cooperation with the CIA, not one act of terrorism could be found to have been
committed by any of the dissidents in Ashral, Subsequently, the US granted all the
residents 1S fdentity Cards with Protected Person status under the Fourth Article of the
Lieneva Convention, which protects civilian groups. The United Nations commissioners for
Refugees and Human Rights agreed with this designation, considering it necessary in order
Lo protect these long-time opponents of the extremist fanatics who run Iran. The Pentagon,
the European Union, the generals, and even the Vatican all urge the US Department of State
to remuove Lhe label of terrorism from this long-suffering group so they may obtain visas
and get to safety outside frag, but (o no avail. In order to maintain the fiction that the
puppets in Daghdad have "stood up’ in their own freely (sic!) elected government, such that
U5 troops might ‘stand down' and leave their debacle in the desert to the locals, all
promises to prolect Ashraf City are abandoned. Obama, elected with such high hopes, and
given a Nobel Peace Prize fur simply not being George W. Bush, does nothibg--Guantanamo
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