In Memor:um

Traveling into the silence of God,

how loud the cries of the world become,

till *"Come to Me* and *Go fo them*

together merge, to be heard as one.

The =cholars on the soup Kitchen's street
read a llving text stched out in crows” feet,
hear the Exile s tale on every tongue.




IP=—=T1 am Lilith,

I #1% the night winds

I ent#r on the raw edge

of your deepest dreams

cregeping o’er ¥Our windowledge

walting for You by your bed

to snatch wou away from the one vou wed

fear from nlght demonz!
where moans of delight
sometimes couver ¥our SCreams
they ' re sSapping xour DOWErS,
strangling »our newborn,
uneoy'ring your feslb!

they kKnow »our secrets

they feed desires

they are# wnmoved

by ¥our humane concelts

LiVith bBrushes the glass pangs
beats on your roaf like Tain
ha=s 1ittle patience

for human decelts

She. warms at wour fires

cames when ¥ou reguire

not quitting until

you have owned your defeat




& someone met

by accident:

tumbl ing Inte his eves,
thelr depths a door
desiring more,

wond‘ring, "is this wiza?"

obsesslon

we may name |t
stranged possesslon
we must claim [t

hesed |s always surpriss




1% fright & measure for potsncy?

#ou’ 11 get no provocation from mes:

I moan into wou, silently,
and Qasp against the cleosing deor,

Without love or lover,
why wager more?




the battleground where [ Tay myr head:

ah, mine ancient enemy¥—--bed.

Mo=t lethal when I must kesp still,
where pain, by darkness, scents |ts Kill.

who flghts an Inngr AdVersary
of failure has sSUre guarantes.




Gods of the Book,

B masculine continuumsi
Allah to Yahweh,

Yahweh to Jesus...

Mot a “thea’ anywhere,

in thelr lopely eplendor,
godkings just dont care...

And

“llah hates his daughters,
Yahweh and his kWisdom

pltch tents on hol iday,

and Jesus Is Sophia

tare ther sure that's ckay7??
And what do Kingless women
need gods for, anrwar?




Claudia says,

it"s a metaphor
theology‘s something we all create

her breda wonders,

= It not more,
something perhaps the text generates?

theologian fleeing an implication
artiet unwilling to own her creation

glowing text’®
unknowable past!
from such matter,; futures are cast




The Kingdom of [..a4. 1 is 1ike & woman who cleans her
seeds for & second time. Finding another bowl, she smokes

Ity rejoicing in the middie of the night. Whosver has
ears, let them hear.,

The Kingdom of [....] is 1ike a woman who wants to
read the Torah. So she learns many )anguages and
me thodologies, to see if she can do [t. Then one day she
reads the Torah, Whosver haz egare; let them hear.

The Kingdom of [...J is like a man who has a friend
he never talke to, so that the friendship i= extinguished
wlthout him noticing (t. Then when he rememberes his
friend, he finds she |3 gone. Whoever has the heart for
ity let them hear.

The Kingdom of [....] is 1ike a feminist, who finding
a methodological point on which =he can turn, throws away
her other prior assumptions. Whoever has courage, 1et them
hear




thie |2 what | Krowd

there Is Power, and that i= all

It goes Mo-where, lts end is [ftseld
we swim in It, being made of It

WE kME 80 much a part of [t

we must name It “Other”

for It to come to Cconscioushess

It pulses; It weaves

[t spins and dreams

and we are the thoughts

of Its winds’ =silent passing
and "we® is All and everr¥thing
for there are no divisions here,
Al bering woven of [Tits power

1t rises up to greet you, ferocious
with the jor of re-cognition

when »ou seek to call the Power

and 1t may seem +or a time

that »ou bBend I1t, =0 pleased [t is

to Know and be Enown Enowing,

but It bBends you, “til wou are stralght
az a rock,; a skyr

for such shaping |s the Way af Power——

this is what 1 Knol
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Srrihe = Fretace:

at preszent, it is currently imbossibiesg an the yiew 2+ Thi
sceibd, toorecomcile the svclusive, andrfac#niric nature af Christ:=an
| |turgy, due to its historical character, to our theoi:gical insights
into the pature of the Godhead, dne interim aptian +opr tReological
g emotlorally satisfrimg 1iturdical sxperientds o0 Wolen and Women—
gentified men (& to embrace this o paradoy 3¢ the "Both-ress" af Lod,
This mar be done through the creatian of upolemEntary I Fturgi®s, BT
mixad "gagan” and Christ:an origins, to undercut the sgiritual mpact
of dependence of ossifled 'iturgical espresaiony whicn perpetuate
oppression of Bod, womsn &nc men. Perhaps br worshiopoirg the Dne both
35 mala and female =¢ w.ll find our F=z:th #racilely poised befusen
those poles of fhe diwing.

The “personal name' used here *o sddress God s that given fo
Moses Ln Ex 33 ““Efnven", "1 am". 3 form whiin ha3s no gender mark ng.
The commonly used Hebrew name for Bod, “Yawwen”; 1= the thord
masculine singulas form of the same root, and a2 later radaciiomal==and
patriarchal-- addrtion te ihe oDassage on the giving ot the Hame,
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expressed i‘%r.-:w_:gfz
~the medearmn of

peetry



Faingd

Yahueh wears many dreoesses,
Though most of them are male,
despisers of the Goddesses
will miss the One God'=s trall.

Only She has traversed
storehouses of the Uespy
called Wisdom, or Me=ssiah,
but Ome Lord do we seek.




higem of Heaverr ndd Lo

seindle +or 3 A ghoar

Bon wowage Just @2 Ting

khe metaphyiics ot ths Gresrsz,

wha hld their Epowledae o= Yer

along seamlirmes ot sieriie Calegories——
mzle ohilosophies of "1 that will not see
the suzkling Lifeof the Levantine.

There 15 One who Judges thne. doo and the pig,
and male: dominion over growih hias no altace with Hee
who s the source of unfameo Harmon)es.

Chass 3he '3 not; +or the Beepd sts ~3be, damp
unoerground seekings to |ick Hes cloos Terti e,
But sometimes She iz theé [esp Herzels,
womb=watsrs gathered to |3unch inio o2ing
myriad forms, and the male ~oses AUt of Her,
softmound swirled up #rom Har promal sea.
Though fingaring gods cl&im primacy,

the Chthanic transforms buf partiallv,

Clawsd and winged, gracesu] Lady of the Tree
sppks Hersel$, descenping, #faf rulership

af what men fear s Her anci@ft pPOCTiOR.

Whera Eartt =peils death to Histaory.

She beccomes for men thE vammering ¥ 1,

Her *opejde brightness sdothing grasping roxaitr.
How the Kings laovs rHer, Wk marches Best3ars ThEm,
on the campaiogn strangthening, Ensem 3 STatteh inde
3ha makes Warr ing men as womio With spindlEsy

Ehe gives ta Her daughtars the warriors Dok=s=-
She is contusion to svary set: role that scor®s RHer.
[Jomen Hnow Hes anieldmaider 5 MEN 5 Mudr

af the Raging Mother, &nd adore Her.

the Quesn of Heaven and EZaring

the|r Only, their Last, theip =.rst.

Taste Her, and se® how good!




on mounda aof ashes
at dangerous passes
wheraver prlusrs demand to be crossed

eternal struggle ehnzuss

who |Is this, who comes to me br night, commanding?
who |s this, who claime to be my gQod, demanding?

dark prince, ar pseudo-v)ilain,
@, why should I truszt You?

I have lived this story before;
I kKnow what You d9.

I am the haro of my own tale, compelled

to answer Your challenge, as You Know well,
[ you porsue, I must f1»;
[+ you attack, | must diej

but what do You Know of tales women kell?




le

moRammed L MognTan

graat power there (&t
prger tREY Flowe

In weshz G¥ 4lesh,

and bowels oot stone.
earth Trom 1§ TrEzturs
i% not =ar remousd

B9 SUCA afarogigs

amply praove

-




&0 FUPE | ¥ 4D We
chnase our Tate
t=at '
We oeRCome whzt
wE COontems ate

ot




_.:I'_"'.
o

opunoar:es TEEM

with 1ire "makong go"i

the margins auicenter

the etaid nucleys.

gacn s¥stem, cel?, modsis

the secret 4ar usi

structures +lew and disstnate,
restructure deslign and ntegrate,




trErE WAS 3 Time
when God used to Dend | ow
to earth,
ACrQaEs ihe
arcinog
TiKe: & Fainbou, 3 GRhiN0g
zn atfada 1 of Sresence
autzids the pracincts
whare anly Blood ARE CHI2ST1E 0,
a god nct !imited Yo clouds or shadow

that was, of Coulrse, SOme Time ago

= ’
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P itle £fw, gon t atruogls with the
1t only whaps |2 toghter vet,

qhen the ula- 4PoulEs STPATGE .

don t fhrash A0DUT S3.

oo se |5 regained

with the pause o et ga.

Tred s




well, the W oion, she savs,

apchaeniogists
o gungderstand:
that blood was shed
A the handg o+ Man,

chan ¢ Blosds Up her Goodess

ratiling bongsg
trom which She fed!ly
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e CcoumterTe) T

pur bBiinded Right,
betrareng the “ifjan

n ths instart o+ .00t

77




foaking “roudn & womants mote,
Ouf pras Eas umgtoins rxERes don

Yahisn Shapedhanger
Etcan Rearranger!

in answer dpalaazing
bo probiems most fezsing.
when you. find <our 323,
Bhesd | ilkely bo s,
"lust look At thEE higDo
1 whrrppees up togay '’

Bugh' |s the way

of magis puUsIL Y,

Like creaior, =& 4rantyre——
why ROt Follow suik?
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a herc nas nESIEL

who will melg #1001 *Ham?
pEsranding b2ast
mag | chwd machine
crome. 2t the forkiw.

a hErg gats sowhers
without diverse helpers—
4 goror, dispatcner,
arn enchanted aid. ..
feross wWng lack thess
are dectined 10 face

13




the das the =irF

took
that

that
that
that
that

=t temzle
It #yr=t =lzve,
pay Tk goos wenz froed

da lnanma ' +1eMd =ram ner QATEPOSIS.
night Enks gezaried the Ceaps,

maorn Ereshl jgal wWalesdd Qut of helly
age Tahweh Degan to grieve

7%




fkkads |5 destroved!
Imanna be pralsed!

She is the Lever
that topples fowers.
Ghe 13 the Fear
stalking tyrants” slewp.
-3 Insatiable Might,
r'edahmlj roflaimimg the child
who darkens Her form,;
desiring Her poWers,
She slaves lltusion.

Inanna be praized!

#The destruction of the violent Sumerian city-state of
Akkad (Agade? 1s attributed to, among other things, its
desertion by the goddess [nanna. The poem relating i1ts
fate is dedicated to Inanma.
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They lie, whao call sweet Apri] Cruel,

or they walk blind, rough-shpd:

Her earth lies soft beneath the 4ewl,

and falls in adoration Back to liberate the pod.
Sagas of ascent from roaot

marcate that cold can crush gr cover:

Winter is z wirgin gad} ARpril is His lover,

g




Inanna 3 got & tres tRat woni De coimbedd
Inanna s got 3 snake *hat wont Qo W&y
Inanna’s oot a 2ieter who want b a1
inanna“s got a bird with a lion & heag

&1 twined in her huluppu=tres

Irnannz wants & throne and a siining bed,

but =he & got an imfasted huluppu-—tres==-

snannd’ s g0t brg trouble’

Ghy shoning maiden who lduss 13 daugh,

why are »ou aet now laughing

fou want Feur tres, and [umber, faoog

Tou want to sia¥ ma«den, wou Wwahft to bDe wegdj

Tay are Wiss 10 run trom the hand of the King

wrio Witl make ¥ou a daugnter, tnough ¥ou aFe 3 QuUEEN
Foor zhiming rma:den wno fowes To [augh,

wa Wnow why wou are not lasghing,..

The Lady 5 Hewerie:

fo not say, my lover, 99 not SIx
iET me treF, m¥ sister,
my s:Bling. z2f me frae
wou have given mé& Kinginio,
FOU. RENE JLUEN ME TAOIENCE
out Ty pow, - woyTe leave

Cumuzi, dop™t go to the palace’

Kings are mads By deposing therr guesns
Dumuzi, don't goas a2ther men doi

can’t »you hear your goddess sing?

7F




TEMO Il ETes Jued |

COEmoJon1 g Te=| arc Zoash
myths are atl war

far the human Seart,

oo’ &5 bodile=zz Ward,
Goddesse!+ giurng breth:
we Nave witchad the tocrmer
zavage the sarth,

£0 wamanmyth marches

on 3 new human nszet




ARG tof & GQUEEROom

betore there was Lime. & 1M HEE.
fefare. *he time o7 gods, there w2z a time...
betore the timé oF the coming of the gods...

ihore wWas & Time for Chamtinmg wiues

and maids who whirled iAtd Them.

their backs to the Beach., wiih no f€ars

that the swas would hur’ ‘ganger ta their zgEed FHhOTE,
oo oremonttion thst the mountans =ould «l=id
haards of slsughter, cemons of raoDa,

bafore their coming, there was another p.tch of time
when no Kore cried aut Cefcaved, no moiher ¥alt care
for moonlit dauah:erw dancing, fearing lese than wi'd
beastz their own shadowsd Kind.

celigge |ty
tnough wou hurt too much at eich nei ey dence
af one more mate betrarer: once, there wss 2 time.

#And the One who: said, guar his showlder,
that the @ead prefer to bury their Gsapc
rather than- face the Zhances of Choo:ifg,
gureiy had 3ech betraxals on mind

== he qesryrss to bhe plow ahg Ehe Furrous

Begr oG form andozeed, SEYITIG

put wour hand to my Lkow, and don t To0% Dack,
come! plant and make this & me vour Time,

| ke the time when theys countec

by moons and olood and DirIhg,

tne time before history becams men 3 time.

7




Demeter orieues, DUt itly =3,
wonder 1ag. wherg fer chilo might oo,
leaving behind no traceu

Sut what i1 Kore Edugmt to SOare

a2 mather s qraief, COYErina

the wound€™@re alcne must bear

with determined ,ame= cheer~ race”

"Hiy Mom! MNe time to say gopdDre:

Jugt took a4 bBreal from asErland-wEadings-
I diedn®f Enow I 'wouild b lesuing

b trave] a sere and leddeg Y.
Eusgrvaone's Here! FE!iif,ﬁE;LF ng mare!
Sonning ea Lethe’s |(aghtless shore,

1 |oge 21" track of time. Mo orieving!
Fee ¥ou zIoon—-—just Spx months mare,
then [ may go. 1 miss you, though.
(Gh, Uncle saxs "Hellto, Geres’.?

The Searer bBrings a kRiss from me.

Love $rom Hell,

vour davghter HKore

20




the: god of the teéxt
stalks through %5 limes
00 o eut Leahddn 145,
FIQpIMg up vINES,

turning arophetess aper,
patrirarch, ReIF 3 YINE.

but the sSurtack ST IVERS
when |tz metaghors 2h 1t
a Rock gives oirtn,

danc ng e 40om oress 515,
a woman ¢ hand del iugrs
as patriarchies twisk.

27




L}’ﬂfﬂf‘fﬂ};ﬁ and.
Acturgigs

Jﬂ?ﬂéfﬁ{fy e:c’df.
Jamf/zc;zj Heu ..




bhe Fowsrs oF HIT &Enc
Come mear to WoFE My +of mal

the Poware o= Earnth and 7iame.

cpmE Sarud thE Afe wha salle vowr name

==d
ai |l

Hichael' tfacing =saal:
@r i Fl ! ifacing southl
Raphae!l wfacing waesl
Gapriel® <facing northd

Thie circie |2 281,

the cipcle & 4praun

abeyt me, 111 1 =av

laeggneln

a1
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Invocation to Wisdom

Many=tormed,
many-faced
i sdom!

Goddesses shift
in the shadows Tou cast,

there from the First,

kmown - at the Last,
Lady!

Wisdom' we unchain Tou'!
Let Your daughters® wolce sustain You'
Hdisgdomi EBister,

BE HERE MWDMd!

Craftswoman,
Kinomaker,

intimate friend
of the slavewoman baker,
Sister, You are light!
Wisdom, be Thou bright!

Woman on walls,
elder in gates
in sllent salute
Your counsel awaifs

and we, too,
who now call You
with Tife ko banish our Wmight,
Cry,
Wi sdiom !
Our sister!
BE HERE HOLJ!

31




ipvacation to ihe: Waiing

olowing crescent
growing nightly;
wap, Thou, Ladv,
I My Agart

3l 1 these ToRg s2drs
;all ng Tou hers
modthing anlyx

merly namEs

dal 5 o broklesn
gl has soaHen,
put aslde elg A

pHagerr Hhoo ol A4

‘o are Brighiness
True-founa !ight s depths
Hail. Thou. God/dess

degn on me

shine tg +ul lnpsc!
prne to darkpess'
Febirth Lade.
M =1

in omy o day - Shies.
A MY fIGhT CriEs.
in my twllahiss—
be with ma'

33
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#ul! meon, TERIM mOan
fat moon blessing
white moan, bright moon
magd ‘nﬁ;:nn_@uistlnq
cak & y man howts
2kyclad purnIng
. fowlz, Witcny cowis

deosl turning:

this 15 the nraht

the goddess hath made

#1 us reloice

and be glad in it




Song for uUndavorapls Pl amTings

gark moon. dead moon,

fedld MODn . SOne;
slteek moan., slusk mega

dumo mean ,  araedn g
apells of hidimg,

ninger I ngy Folding,
spells of binding

Ceep down gark,
spells o =nding

e fallow moon = WoE,
speils +tor =ini2RINYQ

mds bhE spark

35




day moon, Stray mMoan,

what d0 you sav. Foop*®

why dancing in the 8lus?

s night too Much far rou, too?




A0 ALTERMATIVE LITUREY

Lizssder?y Blessed be God, Mother, Daughier and 3pisit
Piegpield: Ae She was |n tne Beginni=g, Is h our hesrts, &70 will De
HGAin.

L: God B wiith You

P: and &lso with vou! Blessea oel

Ly Let wus celebrate Her Presence in ocur [|uves.

P:r It is right to acknowledge our 1178 in Her.

L: Tt |s right.and good, &lwars and eugrvwhsre, to remembsr Her Whaop
we have obscured, call|nag Herf cnte our - iwes, through
rememborance -and praise. L2t U GFay:

0 Lord our Sod, stremgthen us, we pray, in gur desire: to Know You
i Tour fullness, recogrizing JoU Wibthin Sur tradition ang
without, as Goo and (Godoess, &3 the One who says to us "] aml [
will be with wou." &men,

P: Somote 1t bel

Li Let us contess cur sin: 2gainst Her.

CIRE
"Ehweh, ws contess that we nave worshippes 1dols and 1mages of
ouP cwn mMakIngi we have Aot Se8n (00 3T TGW ard, but as we
persuaded ourselves Tou must beéj pecause we cou'd not See Tow, we
wave not trdliy seen each other, or the Earth, our home. He are
neartily sorry, and we come 1o You For heart-socothing and courage-
making.

all, to each othert
She Knpows vaur paim,
She shapgs vour Farrou,
She takeszs woyr hFand in Herz,

The People give their hands o one anatnss, and exchapgs: grEa g3

L1 Goddess regoics @y Ang Hours!
Sy May Her fullréss #ill the sarth!

Lt 1¥ we are Her pegpls, where 1s oul gast?

P We are. Her people, 20 we have no zCown.

L: 1f we are Her people, what -« our braditicn?
By We died in the flames, Keeping Her secretis.
Lt i+ we are Her people, what zhall we say?

ALL: WE ARE TRADITION! WE MAKE THE WORDS!
“iHere the People share surtable ward-cfferings, | ght incense, pa:nt,

dance, and offer to #ach othss whateuss they have ctreated 1o homor
Har 3

37




i
The Jow

He | rodule:

0 “Ehyah, through the seoms Tou hawe man| fested. Tour S8 nes, ang

pur ancedkars o3 leg You many names

Erashkgal

gt Isis) Tiamat

and Mut, Kore and Demetsr, lrannaand ssherzh, 8rigid and

Carrigwan, Srzeulle and figdn=7in, HoEman
Fod, Queen of Heaven and Earth. We
mothers, and Your ski&e to Qur wombsi we
winde ang Your call In ocur hearts. kh2n
patrrarchies, we called Tou by new names
from the dark, buf You would mot torsake
tha fulliness of tims, Vou sent & Mess|ah

Iieenad

and Shekinabh, Moithsr o-
rayr rarth to our
keard Your veices on the
the gods came with their
and scught to tear You

s, bp aur Pgrorance.s o

. who ratsed us up by

descending | /K& [nanna to The Great Below, casting down Mman—-made
idats and incarnating Youwr lTove by empiving cul His male selt.
And when we could not unders=tand Your miracie. Yoo sent us Your
spirit to be with us, teathing us to Know You &s You aré.

Let us share the faith In Her myster | es:
AL
She Changes evervthing she touches.
Evervything zhe touches, changes.
Lt &% we share the gifta of four earth and our heritage, we
remember the sac~ldice of the Mesziah Jesus whom You sent to

pedeem Us with fils body anc olpod,

(The people share butter-cale and beer, askKing &% thes seruve one

another, "Do you remember?®)

Ly Lt us pray.

Allt
e are the Lircié. We are the Dance. le apre Ch ldren sf the
Goddess, We are Childres &4 the Eartn, We are the Sirucdie. We
ire the Whola. e are the Bodoess’ 'Tes® to the World. Sigters

and Brotpers, oe Thou Blesssd. =men,

the lerid pa bisssed. The Circle ts

inte-a shattersd

In woo let all the paople:z o+
open, 896 now, taking har Peace and Wholeness
worlid. So mote 1t be!

P: &o mote it be!
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oL M—-DEAMS
a one—3ct deama of the Yoices ot the Feazlms

THE FPLAYERS
Bock: all woices
Hamnsy &t least +our voiced
Laments: at lesasgt four wvoices
Le#ader: may be one of the above
Women”s Woices: drawn frgm the company» of Hrmne and Lamants

The Yoices enter, and stand in & gemi-carcley allowing

individual s to skep forwasrd onto aroups or center 48 they speak,
and back again, A= thes come in, ther plar crymbals, timbrels=s,
pipes and harps idolcimer of autoharps!, and ather appropriates

instrumenks.
& Leader thumps the ground smartly thres times with a staff,

Sook s ke are the Fsazm:s.
We are the udlces of fsraeli "z Joxw,
Home oF Yahweh, who dwellz 0 our pralses,
Havern of fumankind, who weeps our complaints.

Hymns: ke are the =ongs of Israel s Fraiss:
We are the hymhs, OF Ristory, cre=ation
we Sing what we Enod:
vahweah has made us. Tahweh has saved us.
Yahweh is coming., Vahweh will act,

Hymn Woaice 1t Le are Songs of Zion,
mountain and Kira'

Hymn YWorece 23 We are Meditat)ons
of Tarah and kl:sdom!

Hymn Yoice 3: We apre Enthronement’
we are Thanksgowving'

Hemn Yoice 1: uwe say,
P owill TIFE up mine ey¥es
unto the kil ils;
$rom whence comefih my strengih

Hymn Waoice 25 We say,
Happ» are those who walk n my Way!

Happy are those who Sing my pralse,
Pralse of the Torah, Way of the Most High'

Hyma Volce 33 We say,
YHUH ¥ imlok® The Lord suer reigng!

Let oppressors beware'
Let nature trembie’

Hymns: & are the woices of harp and timbrel,
sacr |fice of sweet =mells, grain,




first frul ke, and o1,

Elood of the inrecents spilled on the ground.
We ‘are the =ongs ot israe]l & Praiset

wWe are the hymns. OF b =210ry», creation

we sing what we Knouwi

fabhweh has made us. Tanen has saved 4.
Fatweh 12 Ccoming. Yahweh will act,

Hemn woice [ & &t Le sifhg ot cheationj we IiNg euUery @ar.

e tell o+ [Fid s eegance, Gad = suverwvdap sote,
klee 23¥,

God. made the earth, and the fullmesz therens!
Springs gush forrhy and ail Tite is walered,

Hou grest sre Thy works, O Maker of Life!

Hymn valce 2 & 3% We =ing for the gabhered!
e praise zpecial dewvs
in Salvat)onts histony:
the times ocf the cowenank,
the commuont £ty s 1 1+e; the glory ot Eings——
we tell Fow God made them!
Vet God sver . Teign!

Laments: ke are laments, the soul = lamenftatiQns.
big -are the ones who look on the Fit,
and come Torth rejolcing.

Lament Wolce 1: The ecriles of the lone ohe,

Laments: The c#lls of the gathered,
speak In our outory: Let Yahweh act!
lnvok \ng Redeemer, describing our plight,
we petltion the Holx,
By Ditecus outory.
We =ay,

Lament #l1l: The waters surrodnd Mg,
thes cover my hRack!
In death no one praises——
' Let Yahweh act®

Lament W2 e =3y,
Ti4e t%s too brief
to languish this way,
weeping by night,
gasping by dar.
et vTahweh act’

Lament B3 e =ay,
Thi's = nons of my dOING,
but. cruel snemy!
Let atl #vil loosened
be 1i1%ted from me,
furned back tg the =orcerer!




Fdagd, geliver me

Lamenptesd We cry for the gathered,
the communal complzint,
to emoothe Tahweh £ FaiesS, ...

Leader Lan 2=ide to the audience s
CTanwen Hhas many taCes

Lements: (Cconftinw ng* H
to soothe, MALiGete

We E@ra

Laments A2 = 91 lve: are voul pEople
This is scur Eing’
Did #ou not swear 10 Dewid
by covenankt -of oid?
Why don“t ryod support us
Evildosrs-be cursed!
Have we rorgoften? Have we betraved™
I4 we sinned, torgive us'
What ele&s Ccan we say?
What You did for our forebears
Do once mare. today!

Hymns (to the Lamenbts):
fou are nothong wythout us!
e soothe »our cries,
encircling with praize.
From us ryou come, returning again
an endle=zz spiral.
singing of change .

Laments LEto the Hy»mnsiki
e are the greater. We do not deny
that praise shapes the ouicry,
bukt we see the farther into the dark.
You play the post) we wieid the Knite
as soul’s phystclan. MWe speak of all lrte,
and nat Just the bright.
We Know reversal from grieving fto
ke end b thankegiving: our God |

e

¥
r
g arest’

- -

Lamernt #1: I don’t. I‘m Pzalm S8.

Lamants (to Lament ]33
You are the exception

that tests the great rule
oFf God s people sufferingl
Both wars are true.

Book 3 ke are the FPsalme.
kle are the volices of [srael = Jor,
Home of Yahweh, who dwells in our praises,
Haven af humankind, whQ wWeeps ..

Women”s Yoices (breaking in and interrupting the Book chnr?i?:
No, walt=—-there’s more: P | coeeiiirs ,}LL“kgj_
_ himd¥ maenadrne. easalio ]l e .




Weg are the Psal ter that psn 4t thered
Frajes of the God dess

whose body s Earthn,

arief f+or the st iborn,

jow far kthe 1iwe barth,

curse +or the rapist,

cure for the abusad,

Ve are the Fzalms tnast men newer used.,
Ayl commanl ty =) lemlied,

ouF siRger e made mute.

Upkel we hawve Loices,

Pzgime are not complete.

The unheard [ament,

the yrformed poslse——

the Psalter must bear this all of 1t= dars,

Laments (to the Womenl:
Cur zEying Reversal sars,
Ting a4 new song'”
what men =a:d Sod accepied
cannoct Vinger long,
| ¥ =irgers Fepenk
and sound a full Psal ter,
taund, formed, filled and sircng'

Eook 1 Halletu=¥Yah' Fraise the Lord!'
PFraise God n his sancituary;
pralss her in her mighty firmament'
Fraise him for his mighty deeds;
pral=se her according to her exceeding greatress!
Praige him with trumpet scund:
praljse her with lute and harp!'
Fralse him with timbrel and dancej}
pralea her with =trings and pipe!
Praise him with sounding cumbal s3
praise her with loud clashing cymbals!
Let everything that breathee pralse the Leord!
Fralza the Lord! Hal 18 lu=Yah'




Gl T ETER FURISICATION
Equigment: bt fchery cup, salt

Bachground:

Calt is &@n importrant retoal otem on the sncoent owdrid
tecausd It 15 yncreated, hence, B Sign ot (od s oreasencte]‘a
pregservative, and necessary for fumen health, and &
purifier, usec in cathe, hospitality ble=s ngs. and ritual
claagnsings. Jesus® statement that "vou are the salt af the
garth® calls up some of these (deas,

& Mesopotamian ritual blessi ng shows the oower of salt
£ar Cleansing &nd aealingd

0 Balt, ereated In & clean place,

tor food of goos ©id Emlil= desting Shes.

Jithout thee, no meal 1% st out in SXUF.

Without thee, god, kKing, tord and orince do fot smel’

IAC#ENE#®,

I 3m wuwwnnn the 500 2F cowenis

held caplive by enchaniment,

nalig in feusr By Sewitohment

D Salt, break my anchantment Logse my spel’!

Take from me 1he Dewiichmenk=-——

and as my¥ Creator, 1 willizutal thee!

. ei 5k
i%#the god of b g

This ritual s designad to conclude & osrsonal lame-t fuwe

4% & salvation oracie. oetwegen the petitig” anc doxdlogy),

to heal pain: present ph¥sicil paing, Jast Dain smamor (&5},
and future pain Tfear anc afxiBIv:,

The ceople stand in & circle.
The Leader (or Heiper} takes & CUr *to each persan who' adds
salt 4rpm thei'r own homs (of gther salt spacial to ihem) to

thé cup. The LeazZer svs. (Snd.pedpie repesili

LE fauw are the =41t of the earlth.
Pt 1 am the za't of the earth.

L: God has been with ~au from Dirth,
F: God has been with me from birih.

Thie |4 the salt a+ wour 1)fe.
This |% the salt ar m¥ 1i+fe.

m

Li Your saltiness gpurifies strite.
Bi My saltiness purlfiss siri+e:

“The Leader adds water #ram a pitcher tao the cug, sax i fgl
The people ar helpers may repast the blessingsl,

The Lord who made the waters bless you’
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.14 more than one cup, use the follguwing blessings

The Lord who treads the waters blegss woul s
(Tha Laord who calms the waters Bless vou'!

et the cup down n the midst of the fo’=, or pases from
person to person if numbers are small. The leader 2a¥sl

Ths salt 18 vour euxperiancs, and the God who mezts wou
in the midst of It, Se& all w¥our pe'n “Tawing into the
sal t=water as a olack stream of froubles. Piotyre [,
&s (thits the sgr¥ace, s8¢ it dissolve as the God Of
tha Sal* and Water pur|<iee your pa«n and loosens |1,

The leader passes the zalt water to sach person. and thew
taste it, feeling the s trouble dissolved by the saltiness.
1 more than one cup,return &11 water to the plbtcher, and
the people tade hKands, The leader -sarsi

Jasus sald, You gre the salt &+ the Earth. &5 Yoo have
tasted, the =alt has. pnat last 113 saltiness, Go vour way
rejolcing, for wvour faith has made vol whale!

The leader and peopie conclude with & suitatble h¥mn or
blessihg. Dispose of the salt water in & living body of
water driver, or dralh W€ith running water:,

Adapted from Mother Wit, by Diane Mariech)id, ano Hiftite
Magica! Practices, and the Bible.
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THANKSGIVING RITUALS

Equipment: incense, wine & cup, cereal, or earth in a bowl,
Bible (musical instruments, first fruits, candles aptionaly for
healing rituals, hyssop may be added to the cereal, or burntl

Purpose: Thanksgiving rituals took place in ancient [srael tfo
reintégrate the healed sufferer Iinto the community fcf, Leu
14y, or to give thanks 4or special blessings. A% such, they
constitute the "payment™ of the Jvows made during Lament
rituals. The following rituals may be done separdately or
together. (Tree of Life or 5alt Water Hituals are appropriate
betore pr atier these fthanksgivings.?

THAMESGIVING FOR HEALING
arrange a candle, cup, and bowl &% cersal or earth on & tabie.

Light incense {and candlesy, and wave |t around. (Music:ians
plarl.

Leader tells the purpose &+ the ritual.
The people read Psalm 107 responsively.

The Healed One { or corporate representative) comes forward,
pours wine in & cup, and reads Psalm 30 betore the family,
trignds and poor.

The Hedaled One calls upon God by name, says whal heorshe is
thankful 4or, and pours some of the wine into the bowl of
cereal, or ypon the earth (this mar alsoc take place outsidel.
Then the Healed One and people finish drinking the rest of the
wine, <C(Others may wish to come forward and perform the same
libation as the Healed Onel. 14 First fruits ti.e.. appies;
other edible mupnchies) have been brought, they are ptisred
{irst to Bad, and then shared byr the people.

The people conclude by reading Psalm &4 together.

The bowl of cereal or sarth |'s spread upon the ground ocutside.




Ez

THANKEGIVING FOR SPECIAL BLESSINGS
Aarrange a candle, cup, and bowl of cereal or earth on a table.

Light incense f‘and candles?, and wave it around. (Musicians
plard.

Leader tells the purpose of the ritual.

The people read Psalm 30 responsively, while: the perzons for
wWwhom the riteal is being done Bring first 4ruits forwsrd to the
table.

The *thankerse® call upon bod by name, say what they are
thank+ful #for, and pour wing into the bowl of cereal or on the
parth., The thankers thenm read Dt 24: Sb-10a ("4 wandering

Aramean was my father/mother....which Thou, 0 Lord, hast given
me") .

The people share the wine and fruit.
The people conclude by reading Fsalm &5 together.

The bowl of cereal ap earth is spread wpon the ground outs)de.

4L
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RITUAL EXECRATION OF THJUSTILE

Equipment: & clay pot, or breazkabie Bi1&CE OF Ccrockery i & wallg
Fsalm ¥4

This riteal (s an ensctment of the way pealme of vengeancs lers Lzed o
breze the psrohic holg ofememi s, -SUCh pieimz weres based onf the
theclogical belier that bod 1= alwars just, uphalding the innocent ang
thuarting the wicked, and the folk idea that whatevar paychic #vil 3
person or group sent out could fand would) be fturned back against them.
Only God Enows who the epemies really are, and who (s realls at Fault.
s0 the Psalmist protects himorhersalf by leaving the sdent:tr od the
individuz) oppresscr Ydague. FPersonal enemies wWerE 3lWays anaromous,
conpceived of a5 having started the conflicht unjusily, releasing demaniz
polwers apgainst the righteous, and behaving arrogant!y before the God who
is the Fedepmer of the pppreezed. The pattern of action iz thiz: the
Redeemer Socd 15 invaked, the plight of the innocent and the acticne o4
the #nemies are described, & ritual pat, Inscribed with “the enemy
country, regian, (or leader s name, in Egvpts; was braken, and hwvmn of
thanksgiving for God's del verance 4rom thig guif was sung in con-
clusion.

RITUAL EXECLRETION
Explain the ritueal.

Take a pot, and scratch on 1t "aparthe.d” and the names of the places
where this injustice exists (South Africa, the West Hank. United States,
gtC.}. Pass the pot among ths pecple and Tet each person held i,
placing hisarher anger at the insustize inside the mot.

(Light incense, plar musical instruments, and process iR peapie ouf of
doors, (¥ Apprapriztel.

Chant o read Psalm 94:l-11 responsiusly, <Feal <rie to giue
ipztriuctions for change 1o inciusive languaQl’,

= the
tands

a pitlal nelger fprefecatly 3 mesber - of thy ooiresseod groucs
ect against the wall as hard as heorshe can, wh) '@ evgrrane g.5&
DACK .

T

Leader: The power of Rpartheid (o0 QLhEF IRJUSXICE! 15 oroken
by wour own hand!

Chent or read Psalm ?4:12-23,

Frocess back (neide. Be szure %o explaln that (1) participation 10 SUCH
3 ritual Binds the actors to engagement in ending the injustice named
and {2) holds the acters responsibie #or any personal sarticisation In
the (njustice named &nd (3) the broken ot is now °r fuaily unclean™,
should not be handied, and gither left where it 15 to decompose,
caretully buried, or disposed ot in & body of 1iving Water, Yoy mar
slen wish to point aut that szveryone cheered or shouted ipontanecus |y
wher the oot was broken——i.&,, riteal i situateg in "1 pded" human
responsEsl
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FITLAL BUE AL OF Wm3ANPaInN

lnstructions:

This i3 designed as a group ritual with a Leader and
Pilgrims, but may be modified to mest inaividual needs, In
which case a woman takes Doth parts.

Each Filgrim needs a small stone ior other significant
item with which she does nof mind partind: photos work nicelxs
charged with her grief aor pain.

The Leader should have ‘a ssat=up which permits the burial
of these |tems {a pan with cat=litter, clay, or soild, a
ritual tool for covering up the =tones, and four Qld-strie
wooden clothespins or pegsE (broken bamboo skewers, matches,

#tc. all workKl.

The FPligrims stand in a circle, with the Leader at the Marth,
with the set—up befcore her. Each FPilgrim stands silently,
srojecting ner paip and grief snto the stone s tem she has

orought +or burial.

Leader:

{the Leader beginz Dy explaining the rirtual, glying some
hi=story of the Goddess® decent to the Underworid and Her
trivumphant return)

In the earli2st recorded mrthologies, it was the Goddess
Inanna wha first descendsd to the Underworld, died, and was

returrned to the world of the living. This was done by the




intercession to the gods by Her falth#ul maidservant MNipshubur
who Was both vizier and friend. These mvths of decent refiect
the earliest severing of the Great Goddess, The Mothergoddess
of Sumer, called Minhursag, Ladyr of the Moumtzin, D&#Came H o b
st Ereshkigal, Queen of the Underworld or Great Selow. The
chthonic Mother was ralegated to the realms= of deatn Dy male
thgglﬁg|ang Jeaglousof Her pows obsr life, and Imanfa,; THE
Goddess pf Love and War, became the female diuvine principls
active |n the world, legitimating the rule of invading Kings
who became her lovers. This rituzl recognizes the female
principie at work 1n both death and life, and activates |t for
the heal ing of her daughters fodar.

Who Knocks at the gate of the Great Below?

Whe seeks an entrance to the Underworlad?

Who knocks at the snitrance of the Grezt Below?

Filgrims €in unizonit

Fodde=ssz! Qdur Mothsre!

Your daughter comes to bury her grief

In the FPlace Ffrom which no traveler refurns.

{Each woman comes forward in turn, sars the approprixie

Maming, and places her stone In the set-upl

FPilarims

For ———=== wgars | loguved, til my heart’s sSOng wWas =il led,




Cather all the women rave buried their grisf,

the lesader

rovers the stomes with = pitusxl ftool ., and "mails" down the

pain with four pege, pleced aft fhe cardinal points,

Hear the words of Your Mother,
She who recejves ewers pain and arieti
“0 Daughters, bBury »aur BOOCOW 10 Me!

Commi t ryour grief to the Great Below.

saring:)

Ta the Land of the Living, return healed and whole,

The Feace of the Motheér upon your Brow.”

{The Pilgrims and Leader kiss one another on the brow)

Going around the cipcle, each Filgrim sars:

Pilgrims:

The HMaother Ras healed me! My Aame t§ —————————.

Fllgrilm and Lesder ipn Wnp50on:

e are the Daughters returned srom the [eath,
Healed of ocur griet In the cruel Great Below.
Praise tg the Goddess, consuming our waoe!

Praise to the Mothar, Restorer of Health!

(The Leader later disposzes of the set-up by burial

im earth,

living water, or garbage can without touching the contents.)




INITIATION

(Thie Initiation for solo practice is designed for those who
haue none to initiate them Into a group. It requires at lesast

two women, a Sister and an Pilgrim, but | f more wish to
participate, have them take the various parts of the Sister)

Time: #@An appropriate festival it need not be Candlemas)
Requirements; a cast circle, var|ious |tems to correspond

roughly to the ritual items carried by lnanna




The Rite of Descent
iCast a circle, in which the Sister stamds?

Sister: Cwith a sword or kKnife polnted outwards)
Who comes to this gate?

Rilgrime It be I === iher new or true name), child
of earth and starry heaven.

Sister: Who speaks for ¥ou?

Pllgrimy = r————o———— (rnames of teachers, authors,
absent friend=s, the Goddess) Jvouches for me.

Sistert You whe stand on the threshold of the dread Mighty
Ones, have you the courage to make the essay? For Know that
it |s petter to fall on m¥ blade and perieh than to make the
attempt w|th fear |In your heart!

Pilgrim: I enter the circle with perfect love and perfect
trust.

{The Sister points her blade to the #arth; the Pilgrim enters
the Circle; the Sister embraces herj the Pilgrim Kneels and
the Sister blesses her, saring?

Sister: Blessed are your feet, that have brought you In these
Wars.
Blessed are wour Knees, that Knee)l at the sacred altar.
Blessed |s your womb, without which we would not be.
Blessed are your breasts, formed in strength and
beauty.
Blessed are vour lips, which shall =zpeak the sacred
names.

Enow that where ¥ou &re Qoing,

the Goddes= has gone before;

You who would be her daughter

must go where She has gone.

Are you wWillling to makKe the descent?

Pilgrim: I am willing.

Sistert Are you willing to suffer to learn, perservering iIn
the Craft?

Pilgrim: I am willing.
Sister: Are vou willing to swear the path?

Pilgrim: [ am willing.




{The Pilgrim rises and the Sister then begins to read the
|| turgy below, while the Piligrim performs the appropriate
gestures indicated in the ritual enactmenty

THE DESCENT

From the Great above she =8t her ear to the Great Below,

From the Great Above the Goddess set her ear to the Great
Below.

From the Great Aabove lnanna set her ear to the Great Below.

My Lady abandoned heaven and sarth to descend fto the
underwor|d.

Inanna abandoned heaven and sarth to descend to the
underwor]d.

She abandoned her offlce of holy priestess to descend to the
underworld.

She placed the crown of the steppe upon her head.

She tied the lapis beads arocund her neck;

she let the strand of double—beads fall around her neck.

She wrapped the roral robe around her shining bodr.

She bound the breastplate called "Come, man! Come!" around her
chest.

She =]l ipped the gold ring over her wrist.

She took the lapis measuring rod and line in hand.

She spoke to her sister-vizier, Minshubur, saring:

Pilgrimi HNinshubur, my constant support,
My sukkal who gives me wise aduvice,
My warrior who fights by my side,
I am descending to the Kur, the upderworlid.
If 1 do not return, set up a lament for me by the ruins
Beat the drum for me in the azsembly places.
Circla the houses of the gods.
Tear at your eyes, at your mouth, &t »our thighsj
Dress yoursel$ in a single garment 1ike a beggar.
Surely the Holy Ones will not let me die!

Sistert When lnanna arrived at the outer gates of the
underwor ld,
she Knocked loudly and fiercely cried:
Pilgrim: Open the door, Gatekeeper!
Open the door!
I alone would enter!
Sisteri The gatekeeper of the Kur asked Inanna, “Who are wou?"

Pilgrim: [ am Inanna, Gueen of Heaven, on my way Lo the East.

Sister: 1f vou are truly Ilnanna, Rueen of Heaven,
On your way to the East,




whv has »our heart led ¥ou on the road
from which no traveler returns?

Pilgrim: [ seek my sister, the underworlid’'s gueenj
1 have come to witness funeral ~ites,
1 hauvs come to learp why PO ONE FELULAS.

Sistert The gatekeeper opened the outer gate., and said to
Maid, "Come, Inanna, enter.”
When she entered the #irst gate;

from her head the crown of the steppe was removed.
Inanna asked,

Pilgrims What (s this?

Elntert 5She was told,
Silence, Inanna! the wars of the underworld are
perfect. Ther may not be guest|oned.

khen she entered the zecond gate,
from her neck the lapls beads were removed.
Inanmna azked,

Pilgrim: What s this?

Slster: She was told,
Silence, Inanna! the wars of the underworld are
perfect. They mar not be questioned.

When she entered the third gate,

the

from her breast the double strand of beads was removed.

Inanna asked,
Pilgrim: What is this?

Sistert She was told,
Silence, Inanna! the wars of fthe underworld are
perfect. Ther mar not be guestioned.

When she entered the fourth gate,
from her chest the breastplate was removed.
Inarna asked,

Pilgrimi: What is this?

Sister:t She was told,
Silence, lmanna!' the wars of the underworld are
gerfect. Thex may not be gquestioned.

Whern she entered the fifth gate,
from her wrist the gold ring was remouved.
Inanna asked,

Pilgrim: What is this?




Siatert She was told,
Silence, Inanna' the wars of the uvunderworld are
perfect. They may not be guestionad.

When she entered the =lxth gate,
from her hand the lapis measuring rod and | ine was
removed. Inanna asked,

Pilgrim: lihat 15 this?

Sinters She was told,
Silence, Inanna' the wars of the underworid are
perfect. Ther may not be guestioned.

lhen she entered the seventh gate,
from her body the roval robe was removed.
Iranna asked,

Pllgrimi What is this?

Sister: She was told,
Silence, Inapna' the wars of Ehe underworld are
perfect. They mar not be guestioned.

Haked and bowed low, lnanns entered the throne room.

She greeted her sister and the Jjudges ocpf tThe Kur.

They passed judgment against her, and fastened on the ere of
death.

Her body was hung on & hook on the wall.

“fter three daws, Minshubur cried out,

"Holy Ones, do not let Inanna die!®

after three dars, Minshubur brought her up.

She placed the crown of the steppe upon her head.

She tied the lapis beads around her neck:

she let the strand of double-beads fall| around her neck.

She wrapped the roval robe around her shining bodr.

She bound the breastplate called "Come, man! Come'" around her
chest.

She =l ipped the gold ring over her wrist.

She tookK the lapis measuring rod and line in hand.

Minshubur asked,

My Lady, what hawve you learned

there in the Dark City, from which no one returns?
Inanna s&aid,

Pilgrim:t HNo one ascends from the underworld unmarked.
any who return must leave something In their place,
This is the mark that shows what [ have learned;
the blood of the marking 1 leave in my place.

This I haeve Tearned:




There |Is nothing below that i= not found abave.

There |s nothing above that does not go below,

Life 1% the ending of Oeath, Death the beginning of
Lite;

nothing exi=sts that cannot be transformed by Love.

Thie |s what I fearned In the kurj

this is what [ Know.

Sisters I+ you would be Daughter of Inanna indeed, rFrepeat
atter me;

e A e , do-of my own free will most solemnly
swear to protect, help and defend all children of the boddess.
I alwars will kKeep secret a3l that must not bs

revealed.

This do I swear on my mother £ womb and my hopes of
futyre liwves, mindful that my measure has been taken in the
presence of the Mightr Ones.

(The Pilgrim Kneels, placing one hand one her head, and one
hand beneath her heel, and sars)

Pilgrim: All betwesn my two hands belongs to the Goddess.

Sister: So mote it be! Blessed be —————== , Daughter of
the Goddess' So mote ([t be!

iThe Circle is opened, The women feast; the new Witch makes a
gift to her Sister, which binds the Initiation in secrec¥.?}

Adapted from : Starhawk, The Spiral Dance
Clane Wolksetein and Samuel Moah Kramer, Inanna, Quesn
ot UEn nd Earth
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& Taving Wombhokd Ly ™

{syng to the tune of “a taghty Forteses -3 Tur ood® )
A osavina-wonbhold o8 gur oz,

Encirciing with Her sel¥,

& mootng Soeri by CleEansIng #1ame,

Great Source 5f eyapy Hsglth!

Some call Heo "Fadtper®, £al) Her *Sept,

Zome cail Her “"Holw Ghost,

But those who Ydue Mar fidden side

Do warship Her the most.

Gueerr o+ Heiven, Queen of Earth,
Her anciént Yore sxplainsi

Mother, Sister. Spouse, arnd Chilld,
By means =+ Hgr Kings razign.

Tall ms Hesyen, Wige as edrth,
To-men She izall Iningsy

Bevond all andrccsntraic roles,

To women Selid She orings,

Hierarchies tumblé down
and patriarchies fail
When, gathered for the bread ang winz,
Tha Farthful hesd Her cali.
The prophets 2id Aot Enow Her fame,
lihich Bodpels never soolie,;

#t, hearing ifn this plzce'-@nd tims,
Our outify. She aweobe,

SRe: has po chape s, Tltars €ine.
Mz traasuce to diuacl,

But cireling s%anes, Her zimpiest shrinse,
Like joy, sarue Her the best,
A wondrous wombheld (& the Gcd

Her messiah offers mod _
Lord and Shekinah jfoined at |23t
In new epighans!
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woman i the house ot Wisgom
iwonder, Wwhat taple spsi! e s=i +or us,
gur Sister—-Mother, wWhRD. On| 7 SEEME TO 20 atter mEﬂ"




Jd WRrET - 9Ff snemiagy

pest af Frianos!

watch whicn way

*he Bible bende

in the mind of cne wWwho D8 | reuesy

giasher ot breasis,
patrarers of wombs’
life of the woman
By man fubsumad,
slamming itz Fist
INtD & tace

already 31104

oy class and race,

iz this god indeed
god ot the aoppressed?
most gentle messiah.
protecior ot wives
from R uialeanca

of Timited 1 iwes?

which will 1§ be?

are we 4orced Lo QUREST

dor*t pal igh aur chaingg
n'gtar..;llng To-plagy)

Te=t, lat the . uing ORe stand
Lopd iod puepy | 1oepi-!

TR,

y7




Ay Feaim 3%

Glory and power Lo the unl+i4d Gedhead!
g1l tremods n oy at top Ope Whoo IS0
The watce of Drde 12 upan the subuwE s,
the vivige: 2% m¥ Fod wpor many ruambliAg tPEon
The woice. of Orde |tz the sound 2= sirengih,
the woice of Orde 5 a power toF heal ing.
The upice of Orde breaks the habits of userz,
pur Bed will breal dowe tne solds thet cooress.
The redeemed snall =Tees as ones —a. I hg beas:
the ransomed shall liug in houzes, and 2at,
The vgice of Orde: makes socaral clazsses whirl,
the volces gt Orde turns al! ezl th up=sid=s down.
and from safeé she| ter,. streétpeapie shout "Heauwi®
Orde (& the power that restrains the cousl flood;
Orde 1= the ane who coens heart & + QoCgates’
Orde gives strengih and hope to the homelessi
Orde will Bless the marginal With sezce!
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Personal Lament

Dear Gne. gt me ans«er our Zall!

How [ong, Zweei, must | sguander health,
and #iar You in the Gargain®

I zupport what T despised

[“ue Yzarped tc walk ztraight on past |
gz though  trezzan to the zel#

Were. my E-Dl itar:-r Cr e,

dh, I smuggle babies Into their bath,
find buried tessures in- thmroran,

Sut whors =or Das# Iurﬂéiﬁ1.

gng strll mw cnhlnetiiﬂ DaTR .

pood fortune scenis 3 fraitor's laif,
and rices Dast me every Limé.

Deepair makes me her ro=al.

0 lash me to Your turning Wheel|

let Faie revolve and do our will,

tha: | may singly serve You.

Prav, grant me better vows to par,
iryer wordes to. truly say--

ingn shall You see rewvival!

e
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ansuer to a dauchter ip k2l

my¥ goddesz zays,

“thild, m¥ towe, & Child,
giPl ander pairiarohy or woman ot paifi,
3117 on &ll my¥ chid remains
beneath the ashen EZpEriEnce,

Chifd of mine, © hear ¥ouj

fRagar goubT Ehit J. am near «oUj

I hawe not foreadent | do nol forgetls
sau shall sleep =t this basom -st,
o-dard iag child 2F meng,

Eorg crying, T -seek my ODwhj
Eorechildy, | call wou mome.

| am bending low to deljuvert

betwesn the 2gul and her Caregiver
Heil shall not stand eternal fence.

Yo




Bligssad are
e they
Biessad are
or they
Elessed are
for thes
Elezzed ars

lLozal Blessings

the pogr,

mawe gons into debt afguiring Enocwledged
the srck and the wouhded,

glone Wnow the meaning 2% nealthy

the waomen,

Have =gt Deen schooled for QpprEssing;
the protesiers,

far theirs s the task ot Kingdom=-bringing;

Bigssed are
fopr thes
Blessed are

for their sing wers taught them and shall be torgiven)

Biessed are

fer Daity feels theirs hurts

Blessed are
for the:
Elessed are
for thesr
Blesagd are
for they
Blessad are

for ap their account, God will svecute

gipssed are

the pedgnles of color
shal| mee zparcnesd #ally
tme men who rapent,

the addicts,
10 DeErg0n ]
the ocnag w th ALDS,

sfal! not see their planet destroved)
those who call Gad "She”,
shall see that 1 =2 2o}

those who Tave their ouwn Kind,

Know themselves 1n the 'mage 37 Gody

the strestpeople:

iudgeman s
FRJUET | ER,

these who =ay "na" to

by challsnge pregudicl,

2ng ouFEr tarn
the warld wil)

40

nigultEs

ngwer have SR0UGh ST Ehsir W Nd.
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0 wou SKy=Treagsr,

strading Fhe ztarew argleg
ct Exiled QosdessEes

Nide xregar ing to iHbade ,

enl iated by wour: rustrce,
incdolr glary-shine arrared,
mlghty fests indead!

against them ~anged

3|l androfatr- s theologres,
small and whalix 31 smaved,
wond ' ring what price must be
to the awWesome Lohd ot these

=y

paid

HOETS
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= Foarmal 5t Faaim

CDrde® (% my Sender:
i shall npt stav,

Shehe fransfers me =7Gm olale tC - aced
Shehe advances my Uuesty
Ghghe <4ormeth my aoals.

and even Shough 1 struggle,
am branded and relurn unEnRown

I will #ear no Villgins,

Far Thy Tale-fole, are Thy fURCTIONS.
they ‘camfares me!

Thaou preparest & Feast for me
and upmasks my False Heroes)
My MATT|aQe |3 resumed.

Suraly Helpare and Jongrs shall #ollcd me
through 211 the funct ons o+ this Tile,

and Orde and | will be on it together,
Forever.

#here Fanguage +aile, t must tramscend itseld. "Orce” (pro-
nounced "dr=DAT"7 s linguistic encoeding naming the Unified
Godhead, wha i= both Lerd ang Ooddess. It i=s the gostic =-orm
o+ Lordess,
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Take wour sisws—+a|th,
Viterate it1

8% sour songbircs
singing free

Let ThE siramgs #i7@Es
Light within yous

Lenseé what Srte
might possibly be...

Call op Har as Being

and She w17 Be called ong

call am Her as Becaoming
gnd Bhe will coming Beg

She is-faf Us EAd Mear

FHEY

ATl long gene apd here 14 5tay.

Lt 3o, ket gos
the past s dead,
Let s go, let’s goo
it s just ahead’

Tre simple trygtht
God at+ers godse 4

infimytaelly

right her# right Aow

rar | ety




.-_._‘_T-\.

=Graess,

my¥ pld god jostlss the few,
and they are Ong, wet separate:

| feel strange aching 4or ithe fpace o pra)se---
it 1T 3 S0re UDOn My SO0

;s this epather +$ad’, shoot] i ved=-
bhe atohan needles; the tog-smal! loom,

or da 1 travel awidening path
thet arn’y lopks =:rm when 1 alafca bach,
and s it thp Path to Toe?

My clag ged 12 & 3nattered ool 1 renounce:
the new makss a3 leizured eoiphany,

whiie 1 lig, raw 2nd bleeding, alons-——-
af, perhaps, ¥ one fad e BYEE YD OSET.
already divinely scommpaned™

I8




& Song For Enheduannz, Priestess of
and FPostess of Sumer

A Psalm of Inanna, Queen of the Me

0O my Lady, sweet n waonder,

When You weep, the harvest falls,
and men Know themselues mortal
and women hear Your wails.

¥You who wander after wisdom,

that You may rightly govern All,

though the godkings have displaced You,
Your daughters hear Your call.

0 great Reagent of all Rhythms,

Your li$e beats in our wombi

Since You have gone before us,

¥y daughters need not fear the tomb.

You who guicken 20Rg% IR WOMER 4
You are Yoursel$ the Song
that ends silenced enslavement,
re—dressing Woman wronged.
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